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To the Right Honourable 


E 


EARL of HALIFAxX, 
Firſt Lord Commiſſioner 


For Trade and Plantations. 


My LORD, 


IERMIT me once 
more to wait upon 
Your Lordſhip with 
Aa new Edition of the 
enſuing Treatiſe, now greatly 
enlarg- 


vi DEDICATION. 


enlarged, and, I hope, in ſome 
Reſpects, made leſs unworthy 
of Your Lordſhip's Protection. 
A Treatiſe relating to the Inte- 
reſts and Commerce of Great 
Britain, naturally ſeeks to ſhel- 
ter itſelf under the Patronage of 
an EARL of HALIFAxX. 


Bur there is ſtill a more 
particular Motive for this. Ad- 
dreſs. His Majeſty, ever ſtu- 
dious of the Good of his People, 
in appointing Vour Lordſhip 
Firſt Commiſſioner of Trade and 


Plantations, hath ſhewn the moſt 
vigilant Regard to the Welfare 
of both, by committing this 


import- 


wa} mY 
* * f 


DEDICATION. vi 
important Superintendency to 
Hands univerſally allowed the 
moſt able, and the moſt inclined 
to execute ſo great a Truſt with 


increaſing Succeſs. Your Lord- 
- > ſhip, in a very ſhort Space of 
| 


Time, has confirmed our warm- 
eſt Hopes. And Great Britain, 
with its dependent Colonies, 
form to themſelves the moſt 
- pleaſing Proſpects on this Oc- 


caſion. 


WERE not Your Lordſhip's 
Candour great as your Abilities, 
this inconſiderable Performance 
would never have appear'd be- 
fore fo ſkilful a Judge, nor the 

Author 
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Author have preſumed to pro- 
feſs Himſelf in fo publick a man- 


ner, what 1n great Truth He is, 
with the utmoſt Reſpect and 


Eſteem, 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt Obedient, 
And moſt Devoted 


Humble Servant, 


Joſiah Tucker. 
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the Wants, natural or artificial, 
real or imaginary, which the Peo- 
ple of different Countries, or the 
daifferent Claſſes of Inhabitants of 
the ſame Country, are deſirous, in defect of 
their own fingle Abilities, to ſupply by mu- 
tual Intercourſe, If this Commerce be car- 
ried on between the Inhabitants of the ſame 
Country, with the Growth or Manufacture of 
that Country only, it is called Home Co x- 
SUMPTION: Which is ſo far ſerviceable, as 
it preſerves the ſeveral Profeſſions and Stations 
of Life in their due Order, as it promotes 
Arts and Sciences, with a Rotation of Induſ- 
try, Wealth, and mutual Good Offices be- 
tween the Members of any Community. For 
theſe Reaſons, Traffick, merely of this kind, 
is of great Importance, though it neither in- 
rot nor diminiſhes the Publick Stock of 
Gold and Silver. 

: B Bur 
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Bu T Providence having intended that there 
ſhould be a mutual Dependance and Connec- 
tion between Mankind in general, we find it 
almoſt impoſſible for any particular People to 
live, with tolerable Comfort, and in a c:v:/;zed 
State, independant of all their Neighbours. 
Beſides, it is natural for Men to extend their 
Views, and their Wiſhes, beyond the Limits 
of a ſingle Community, and to be deſirous of 
enjoying the Produce or Manufactures of other 
Countries, which they muſt purchaſe by ſome 
Exchange. Now this Intercourſe with other 
Nations is called FOREIGN TRADE. And 
in the Exchange of Commodities, if one Na- 
tion pays the other a Quantity of Gy/d or Sil. 
ver over and above its Property of other Kinds, 
this is called a BALANCE againſt that Nation 
in favour of the other. And the Science of gain- 
ful Commerce principally conſiſis in the bring- 
ing this jingle Point to bear *. Now there can 
be but one genera! Method for putting it in 


Practice ;. 


* This is ſpoken with reſpeR to the ultimate Balance 
of Trade. For in reference to the intermediate Balance, it 
doth not always hold true. A Trade may be beneficial 
to the Nation, where the Imports exceed the Exports, 
and conſequently the Balance paid in Specze, if that Trade, 
directly or indirectly, is neceſſary for the carrying on of 


another more profitable and advantageous. But then it is 


to be obſerved, This Trade is not beneficial, conſidered 
in itſelf, but only as it is relative and ſubſervient to the 
carrying on of another. This is the Caſe, with reſpect 
to the greateſt Part of our Trade to the Baltick, and 
the E- Indies: They are in/irumental in 8 a 

alance 


> 
$ 


>” 2309 9 we 9" —_— 


TY 


3 Balance elſewhere, 1 properly ſpeakin Th diſad van- 
3 4 | fageous in themſelves. Which brings the 
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Practice; and that is, ſince Gold and Silver 
are become the common Meaſure for computing 


| 3 the Value, and regulating the Price of the 


Commodities or Manufactures of both Coun- 
tries, To export LARGER Quantities of our own, 

and import LESS of theirs; ſo that what is 
wanting in the Value of their Merchandiſe, 
compared with ours, may be paid in Gold and 
Silver. The Conſequence of which will be, 

That theſe Metals will be continually increaſ- 


ing with Us, as far as relates to that particular 


Trade and Nation, and decreaſing with them, 
And in what Proportion ſoever their Money 
comes into our Country, in that Proportion it 


Frei obters, Merchants, T radeſmen, Manufac- 
furers, Tenants, Landlords, Duties, Taxes, 
Exciſes, &c. &c. are paid at their Expence. 

O to put the Matter in another Light; when 
two 4 are exchanging their Produce 
or Manufactures with each other, that Nation 
which has the greateſt Number employed i in 


3 
2 
| 
may truly be affirmed, That our Sailors, 
1 
| 
4 
bf 


this reciprocal Trade, is ſaid to receive a Ba- 
= lance from the other; becauſe the Price of the 
Over plus Labour muſt be paid in Gold and 
Silver. For Example; If there are only / 


| 7 thouſand Perſons W 4a in ene in mak- 


ing 


atter to the 
Point from whence we ſet out; viz. © That the 


Science of gainful Commerce conſiſts, ultimately, in 
X © procyring a Balance of Gold or Silver to Ourſelves 
Xx © from other Nations.“ 
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ing Goods or raiſing ſome kind of Produce + 
for the Market of France; and forty thouſand * 
in France for the Market of England. — Then 
we muſt pay theſe additional 30, ooo French- | 


men in Gold and Silver; that is, be at the 


Charge of maintaining them. This is the 
cleareſt and juſteſt Method of determining the 


Balance between Nation and Nation: For 
though a Difference in the Value of the re- 
ſpective Commodities may make ſome Differ- | 
ence in the Sum actually paid to balance Ac- 


counts, yet the general Principle, That Labour 
(not Money) is the Riches of a People, will 


always prove, That the Advantage is on the 
ſide of that Nation, which has moſt hands 


employed in Labour. 


TRE PRINCIPLEs of Trade therefore be- 


ing ſo clear and certain in themſelves, and with- 
al ſo obicus to any Man of common Capacity 
and Application, it is a very ſurprizing Matter 
how it comes to paſs, that both Men of good 
Underſtanding are many times totally ignorant 


of them, and Merchants themſelves ſo divide 


in their Sentiments about them. 


As to the fir/t Caſe, yorepe it may be ac- 


counted for, if we conſider what diſadvanta- 


2 Notions Men of a liberal and learned 
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ucation have imbibed of this noble and inte- 


reſting Science; on which the Rzches, the 


1 
Strength, the Glory, and I may add, the Morals © 


and Freedom of our Country, ſo eſſentially de- 


pend. Yet it has been repreſented as a dry un- 
; _ enter- 


INTRODUCTION. v 


entertaining Subject, dark and crabbed, per- 
2 plexed with endleſs Difficulties, not reducible 
to any fixed and certain Principles ; and there- 
'N fore fit for none, but the Mercantile Part of 
* 7 the World, to give themſelves any Trouble 

> concerning it. But upon a fair Examination 
it will perhaps appear, that this Repreſenta- 
tion is very falſe and injurious. 
i- i As to the Second, it muſt be indeed conſeſ- 
2 ſed, That Merchants themſelves arc very often 
ja F divided in their Sentiments concetning Trade. 

ul Sir ab Child, Mr Gee, Mr Cary of Briſ- 
be 4 I and almoſt ali Commercial Writers, have 


long ago taken Notice of this Difference of 


£ | : B 3 Opinions. 

h- »The Words of Sir Joſiab Child ſtrongly corroborate 

- ty + what is here —_ „ Merchants, ſays he, while 
| 


e they are in the. buſy and eager Proſecution of their 
er — Trades, although they be very wife and 
od good Men, are not always the beſt Judges of Trade, 
nt | ag it. relates to the Power and Profit of a Kingdom. 
1 „„The Reaſon may be, becauſe their Eyes are ſo con- 
ea F«« neg fixed upon what makes for their peculiar Gain 


or Loſs, that they have no Leiſure to expatiate or 
c- “ turn their Thoughts to what is moſt advantageous to 
2. the Kingdom in general,” — 


4 | The like may be ſaid of all Shop-keepers, Artificers, 
ad Clothiers, and other Manufacturers, until they have 
le- left off their Trades, and being Rich, become by the 


he ; % Purchaſe of Lands of the fame common Intereſt with 
al; © © molt of their Countrymen.“ 
"i = This juſtly celebrated Writer was himſelf an Inſtance 


of the Truth of this Obſervation. For, if I am not greatly 
W cniftaken, he did not write this very Treatiſe, Till he 
er- 1 bad left off Trade, and being Rich, became by the Pur- 

| 3 cbaſe of Lands of the ſame cammon Intereft with the Reſt 
4 4 7 his Countrymen, 
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Opinions. But however ftrangeand unaccount- 
able it may appear to Perſons not converſant 
in theſe Matters, there is a very ſtrong. and 
convincing Reaſon, when the Affair is ſearch- 
ed to the Bottom, for the diſagreeing Opinions 
of different Merchants purſuing their reſpective 
Intereſts. The /eading Idea, or the Point aim- 
ed at by every Merchant muſt be, in the Na- 
ture of Things, and in every Country, a Balance 
in favour of himſelf. But it doth not always 
follow, That this Balance is likewiſe in favour 
of the Nation; much leſs of other Merchants, 
whoſe Intereſts may be oppofite to his own. 
While therefore each Perſon ſees in a favour- 
able Light his «wn Branch of Commerce, and 
deſires to procure all poſſible Advantages to that 
Traffick, on which the Proſperity of himſelf 
and his Family, perhaps totally, depends, it is 
but reaſonable to expect their Sentiments 
ſhould claſb. 

HExce therefore ſome have thought, That 
a Perſon of a liberal and learned Education, 
not concerned in Trade, is better qualiſied to 
engage in the Study of it as a SCIENCE, than 
a Merchant himſelf: becauſe, ſay they, his 
Mind is freer from the Prejudice of Sel/- In- 
tereſt, and therefore more open to Convidtion 
in Things relating to the General Good. They 
add, That though he may not underſtand the 
Buying and Selling of particular Commodities, 
or the fitteſt Time to bring them to a profit= 
able Marker, (which is the proper TT 3 
o! 
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of a Merchant) yet he may underſtand, in 
what reſpects the Nature of that Trade con- 
tributes to the Loſt or Gain of the Publich, 
with a Degree of Evidence, which perhaps 
the Merchant never thought of: as being in- 
deed not concerned, merely as a Merchant, in 
fuch kinds of Diſquiſitions. 

Bu r without pretending to determine who 
are the beſt gualfied to engage in the Study 


of this moſt uſeful and extenſive Science, let 


Us rather humbly recommend it to the Atten- 
tion of them both. For undoubtedly both 
have their Advantages ; and perhaps the Ap- 
plication of both together, might be more ſuc- 


* ceſeful than either of them ſeparately. It the 


One ſhould happen to be % ſelf-mtereſted, 


by means of his Situation in Life, and more 
open to Conviction in Caſes relating to the ge- 
* neral Good; the Other, for the very ſame 
> Reaſon, is more ſerlful in the Practice of 
* Trade, and a better Judge, whether the Project, 


perhaps ſo fair in Theory, is fea/ible in Fa, 
As to the Private Intereſt of Merchants, 


which ishere ſuppoſed to be a Biaſi upon their 
> Minds, this, moſt certainly, coincides, fer 


the moſt Part, with the General Intereſt of 


their Country: and ſ% far it can be no Argu- 
ment in their Disfavour. But nevertheleſs, 
Iruth obliges Us to acknowledge, That in 

certain Caſes, A Merchant may have a 


| B 4 « diſtin 

* Britiſh Merchant, Vol. II. page 141. 8 Edition, 

1721. See likewiſe the Inſtances there given to confirm 
this Obſervation, 
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e diſtinf Intereſt from that of his Country. 
* He may thrive by a Trade which may prove 
* her Ruin.” Nay more, He may be im 

ueriſbed by a Trade that is beneficial to her. 
But undoubtedly, the Moment he perceives he 
is carrying on a long Trade, he will quit it, 
and employ his Thoughts and his Subſtance 
in the Prokcaition of ſome other. Moreover, 
as it is a Balance in favour of himſelf, which is 
the principal Object of his Aims and Endea- 
vours, it cannot be expected, but of two 
Trades, both advantageous to the Communi- 
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ty, he will embrace that which is moſt pro- 3 | 


fitable to himſelf, though it ſhould happen 
to be leſs gainful to the Publick. It is a Max- 
im with Traders, and a juſtifiable one, To get 
all that can be got in a legal and honeſt Way. 
And if the Laws of their Country do give them 
the Permiſſion of carrying on any particular 
gainful Trade, it is their Buſineſs, as Merchants, 
to engage in the Proſecution of it. As to the 
great Point of National Advantage, or Diſad- 
vantage, this 1s properly the Concern of others, 


who fit at the Helm of Government, and con- 


ſequently whoſe Province it is, To frame the 
Laws and Regulations relating to Trade in ſuch 


a Manner, as may cauſe the Private Intereſt of 


the Merchant to fall in with the General Good 
of his Country. 

Fo theſe Reaſons therefore the Appornt- 
ment of the BOARD of TRADE, muſt cer- 


tainly appear a very wi ſe and neceſſary Inſtitu- 


Z 
— * 
tion. 
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tion. The Intent and Deſign being, as I hum- 
bly conceive, to anſwer this very End. And 
the Honourable Members of it may be looked 
upon in this Light, as the Gu ar DIANS of 
the Pu BLICK WELF ARE. In preſiding 
over the General Commercial Intereſts of the 


Kingdom, they are to 7n/pe the ſeveral Branch- 


es of Traffick, that are carried on, and to give 


Notice to the Legiſlature, whether the Profit 
of the Kingdom, or of the Merchant, is moſt 
promoted; that the proper Remedies, or En- 
couragements may be applied, according as the 
Caſe requires, by /fopping up the former Chan- 
nels of a diſadvantageous Trade, opening new 
ones, which may enrich the Public and the 
Adventurer together; encouraging him to per- 


ſevere, and to enlarge his Dealings in every 


Branch, which is beneficial to the Community; 
and in one Word, by enabling the Merchant 
to find his own private Advantage in labour- 
ing for the Good of his Country, Self and ſo- 
cial Happineſs, in this Caſe, muſt be made to 
UNITE: otherwiſe it will happen in this, as 
in moſt other Affairs, that ſocial Happineſs 
will zot be promoted AT ALL. 

AN p as the Affairs of Commerce mult for 
theſe Reaſons ultimately come under the Cog- 
nigance of the Legiſlature, it were greatly to 
be wiſhed, That Men of Eminence and Di/- 
tinftion, whoſe Birth and Fortunes procure 
them an Admiſſion into the Bri#ih Senate, 
would employ a little more of their Time 
in the Cultivation of a Science, ſo worthy of 


their 
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their greateſt Regard and Attention. The 
1 of their Country, and their own, do 
both concur in requiring ſuch a Conduct from 
them. I beg Leave to mention not only the 
Intereſt of their Country, but their own : For 
it is a moſt certain Fact, though not ſuffi- 
ciently attended to, 'That the Landed Gentle- 
man 1s more deeply concerned in the National 
Effects of an Advantageous or Diſadvantage- 
ous Commerce, than the Merchant himſelf. 
If this Aſſertion ſhould appear a Paradox to 
any one, I hope a few Lines will convince 
him of the Truth of it. 

SUPPOSE then ſome General Calamity to 
befal the Trade of the Kingdom : — Or, to 
put a more ſtriking Caſe, Suppoſe the Mouth 
of the Thames to be choked up with: Sands and 
Mar ſhes, (as that fine River in France, the 
Rhone, really is) ſo as to afford no Port worth 
mentioning for the Purpoſes of Commerce : 
In ſuch a melancholy Caſe, the Merchants, 
Manufacturers, Owners of Ships, Sailors, and 
all the Multitudes of Tradeſmen dependant up- 
on this Commerce, would indeed be the 7% 
affected; but they would not be the GREAT- 
EST LoseRs, For after the fir? Shock, they 
would eafily remove with the beſt of their Ef- 
fects, and try their Fortunes elſewhere. But 
the Landed Gentleman, what muſt he do? he 
is bound down to the Soil, and cannot remove 
his Eſtate, though the Perſons are gone, who 
uſed to conſume the Product of it, Thus the 

35 | Evil 
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Evil becomes incurable, and perpetual with 
regard to him, and every Day increaſing : 
whereas with reſpect to the Merchant, it was 
only a Shock at firſt, which he has the Chance 
of getting the better of, by removing to a more 
advantageous Situation. 

I T is fervently to be wiſhed, That Provi- 
dence may never viſit Us with ſo terrible a 
Judgment, as the choking up the Mouth of 
our Principal River leading to the Metropolis 
of the Kingdom. But the bare Suppoſal of 
ſuch a Caſe is ſufficient to prove, I humbly 
preſume, with irreſiſtible Evidence, That the 
Landed Gentlemen in the Counties adjacent 
to London, are more deeply intereſted in the Con- 
ſequences of the Trade of London, than the 
Merchants themſelves: And therefore, That 
thoſe ſuppoſed Diſtinctions of Landed Intereſt, 
and Trading Intereſt, in the Senſe they are 
commonly uſed, are the moſt idle and filly, as 
well as falſe and injurious, that ever divided 
Mankind, 

Bu T above all, we muſt beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, by way of Inducement to the Landed 
Gentleman to turn his Thoughts to this Study, 
That his very private Intereſt is rather a Help, 
than a Detriment to him in the Proſecution of 
it. It puts no wrong Biaſs upon his Mind, 
but directs him to the true Point of Light, 
from whence to ſee, and to judge of theſe 
Affairs: which is a Circumſtance in ſome re- 
ſpect peculiar to his Situation. 

For, 


—ů — 
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For, if we ſuppoſe the Scene ſtill to con- 
tinue in and about London, (though the fame 
would hold true of any other Part of the 
Kingdom) as the private Intere/t of the 
Landed Gentleman ariſes from the General 
Commerce of the Place, he can have no par- 
tial Views in relation to Trade, nor can reap 
any Advantage from Monopolies, Excluſive 


Companies, or ſuch like deſtructive Art:fices. 


The more Perſons there are employed in every 
Branch of Bufineſs, the more there will be to 
conſume the Produce of his Eftate : fo that he 
will have no Temptations to complain, That 
the Trade is over /tocked, or with the Pro- 
motion of this Trade, in order to the Declen- 


fron of that, In ſhort, his own Intereſt is con- 


nected with the Good of the Whole ; fo that he 
cannot but be extremely well qualiſied to un- 
derſtand, and to promote it, if he will pleaſe 


to make Uſe of the Advantages he is happily 
poſſeſſed of. 


. A BRIEF 


ESSAVY on TRADE. 


SO SOS SSDSDD/SSSCSISESSESD 
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The principal A DYVAN TAGES of 
FRANCE with reſpect to TRADE. 


I. HE Natural Produce and o 


En 5 madities of the Country, —Theſe 
| are chiefly Wines, Brandies, 
SIR. Silk, Linen, Hemp, and Oil, 
SF I do not mention Corn, for 
i for though they raiſe a great 
Deal, yet, as they are great Bread Eaters, 
85 
; 


8 


they conſume a great Deal, and have little to 
ſpare for Exportation. Their Harveſts alſo 
are more precarious than Ours, and often 
Fiail. 
2 II, Tur 
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II. Tx Subordination of the Common Peo- 
ple is an unſpeakable Advantage to them in re- 
pelt to Trade. By this means, the Manufac- 
turers are always kept induſtrious : They dare 
not run into ſhocking Lewdneſs and Debau- 
chery; to Drunkenneſs they are not inclined. 
They * are obliged to enter into the married 
State; whereby they raiſe up large Families to 
Labour, and keep down the Price of it: and 
conſequently, by working cheaper, enable the 
Merchant to ſell the cheaper. 1 

III. Tu Rules and Regulations they are 
obliged to obſerve in Manufacturing their Goods, 
and Expoſing them to Sale, is a great Advan- 
tage to the Credit of their Manufactures, and 
conſequently to Trade. All Sorts of Goods 
for Exportation, muſt undergo an Inſpection of 
the proper Officer in the Publick Hall: there 
they are compared with the Patterns or Sam- 
ples delivered in before. The Bad, and ſuch 
as do not anſwer to their Samples, are confi/- 
cated, with a Fine levied upon the Offender. 
By theſe means, the fraudulent Deſigns of 
private Traders, who would get rich at the 
publick Expence, are prevented, and the Na- 
— Manufactury conſtantly kept up in h:gh 

edit. 
IV. Their excellent Roads, their navigable 


Rivers and Canals, are of fingular Advantage to 


their 


The Law of France, obliges all unmarried Men to 


ſerve as Common Soldiers in the Militia and the Army, 
unleſs they have particular Exemptions on Account of 


their Stations and Profeſſions. 
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their Trade. — Their great Roads are always 
in good Order, and always carried on in a 


ſtraight Line, where the Nature of the Ground 


will permit; and made at a moſt pr 
Expence; each Province being obliged to make 

par repair their own Roads. And yet there 
is no Expence for Turnprkes from one End of 
the Kingdom to the other.. 

THEIR Rivers are indeed, for the 1 
Part, the Work of Nature: the Seine, the Loirr, 
the Garonne, and the Rhone, with all the Rivers 
which fall into them, he carry on a Com- 
munication with moſt we apr the great Cities of 
the Kingdom. 

Bur their Canals are their own proper 


> Praiſe; and equally deſerving Admiration on 
8 Account of their Grandeur and Contrevance, 
> as for their Uſefulneſs to Trade, in lowering 


the Price of Carriage. Among theſe, that of 
Languedoc, and the two Canals of Orleans and 


Briare, are worthy to be particularly mention- 


. 3 ed. By means of the former, a Communica- 


tion is opened between Bourdeaux and Mar- 


J * ſeilkes, between the Ocean and the Mediterra- 


nean, without paſling through the Streights of 
Gibraltar, and ſurrounding all the Coaſts of 


| 1 Portugal and Spain: and by Virtue of the two 


— an eaſy Intercourſe is maintained be- 
tween all the great Towns ſituated on the Seine 
and the Loire. Many other Canals there are, 
and more ſtill intended to be made, greatly 
advant /ageous to their Commerce. 


V. The 


16 AN ESSAY on TRADE, 


V. The French enjoy a great Advantage in 
the Goodneſs of their Sugar Colonies. —It is not 


owing to any ſuperior Skill in them, or wrong 


udt in us, nor yet any greater Oeconomy 


in their Planters, or Profuſeneſs in ours, (for 
upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, both will be found 
to be very culpable) that they exceed Us in 


the Cheapneſs or Goodneſs of their Commodi- 
ties; but becauſe our Leeward Iſlands are 
worn out, being originally of zo Depth of Soil; 


and the Ground is more upon a Level, conſe- 
quently more ſubject to be burnt up; where- 
as their Iſlands are ſtill very good. In Mar- 
tinico particularly the Ground is rich, the Soil 
deep, diverſified with higb Hills, affording co- 
pious Streams of Water, and refreſhing Shades. 
Another great Advantage which the French 
have over the Engliſb in their Sugar Colonies, 
is their Agrarian Law, whereby Monopoliſts 
are prevented from engroſſing too much Land. 
So that the Number of Whites are greatly en- 


creaſed, the Lands improved, more Commo- + 
dities raiſed, the Planters ob/zged to a more 
frugal manner of Living, and all things ren- 


dred cheaper. By theſe Means Martinico can 


muſter 16,000 fighting Men; but Famaica, | 
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which is near three times as large, only 4, 00. 


Add to this, that the Inhabitants of o France 


do not uſe the tenth Part of the Sugars for Home 
Conſumption, which the Engliſb do; and there- 
fore have that Commodity to export again to 
Foreign Markets, and with it to encreaſe the 


National Wealth, ; VI. The 
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VI. The French Colonies receive all their 
Luxuries and Refinements of Living from their 
Mother Country ; which is a very great Ad- 
vantage to it.— They are not ſuffered, nor in- 
deed doth it appear, that they are much in- 
clined to go to any other Shop or Market tor 
theſe Things. Neither have they ſet up any 
Manufactures of their own, to the Prejudice of 
their Mother Country. Indeed, as tothe Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, they ſupply themſelves with 
them wherc they can; and frequently buy of 
the Engliſh. But this is a Caſe of Neceſſity, 
which cannot be ſubject to Reſtraints. As to 
Articles of Luxury, Parade, and Pleaſure, we 
very ſeldom hear that they buy any of hen 
from Us. 

VII. The Manner of Collecting their Duties 
on ſeveral Sorts of Goods imported, is of greater 
Advantage to Trade, than can caſily be ima- 
gined. —In the Port of Bourdeaux (and I take 
it for granted ſo good a Regulation obtains in 
other Places) there are Publick Warehouſes, 
very proper and convenient, adjoining to the 
Cuſtom-houſe. And all Proviſions and Goods 
neceſſary for the Uſe of their Sugar Colonies, 


are there depoſited by the Merchant, till the 
Ship fails, Duty free, paying only a moderate 
Price for Cellerage. When ſhe returns, the 
> Sugars, Cc. are landed in the King's Ware- 


houſes, where they remain, till the Importer 
has found a Purchaſer for a proper Quantity: 
Then he pays the Duty for Fat, and has it 

C taken 
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taken away, letting the Reſt continue, Or if 
he intends theſe Goods for Exportation, there 
they lie ready and convenient. By this means 
he is never driven to Streights on Account of 
the King's Duty; and is enabled to carry on a 
| very extenſive Trade with a ſmall Stock. The 
| Conſequence of which is, That many Perſons 
are hereby capacitated to enter conſiderably into 
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| Commerce, who could not otherwiſe have 
| done it. For One Thouſand Pounds Sterling 
in France, will go near as far as TWO 'Thou- 
ſand Pounds in England. — Not to mention, 
That as there is no Money immediately ad- 
vanced on Account of the King's Duty, the 2 
whole Gains of the Merchant will ariſe only Y 
from the Money actually in Trade: Now as 
| this is leſs by near one half to what it would 
| have been, had the Duty been all paid 417 
| once; conſequently he can afford to fell one half = 
leſs than he muſt have demanded in the other 
Caſe. : 
VIII. Their Neighbourhood to Spain, and pre- ; 
ſent Connection with it, is of fo great Advan- ; 
tage, as to be worth all their Trade beſides. 
For it is certain, They get more from the 
Spaniards than all the Trading Nations in Eu- 
rope. Their Poor from Perigord, Limoſin, and 
other Places, come yearly into Spain to reap 
their Corn, and gather in their Vintage; and 
carry back what they have earned to ſpend in 
France. The Fiſhermen from Bayonne, and 
the neighbouring Places, ſupply them with 
great 
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great Quantities both of freſh and ſalt Fiſh to 
eat on Faſt-Days, and to keep Lent. The 
Pedlars and Shop-keepers in Spain are moſtly 
French, who retire into their own Country, 
when they have made their Fortunes. The 
Towns in Languedoc ſupply them with Cloth, 
Silks, and Stockings; Rowen with Hats, and 
coarſe Linen Stuffs; Abbeville, with ſuperfine 
Cloths; Amiens and Arras, with Worſted and 
Camblet Stuffs; and Lions, with all Sorts of 
rich Silks, Gold and Silver Lace, &c. for their 
Conſumption both in Europe and America. 
In ſhort, the greateſt Part of the Produce of 
the Mines of Potoſi is brought into France. 
Hence it is, that their Payments are all in 
Silver: and Gold is more ſcarce in France, in 
the Currency of Coin, than Silver is in Eng- 
land. A plain Proof, that they have the great 
Trade to Spain, as we have to Portugal. 

IX. Their Addreſs in drawing raw Mate- 
rials from other Countries to work up in their 
own, ſerves greatly to enlarge and extend their 
Trade.—France produces ſome Wool and Sill; 
but not a fourth Part of what they manufac- 
ture. Wool they import from Barbary, the 


> Levant, and Spain, They alſo bring Wool 


from Ywitzerland, Some little perhaps is run 


from England; but, I have good Reaſon to 


believe, not much. The Quantity from 1re- 


= land is very confiderable; which is owing to 


our own wrong Policy, The beſt of their 


raw Silk they draw from Piemont, the Le- 


C2 vant, 
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vant, Italy, and Spain. Their Cotton is 
brought from the Levant, and from their 
Sugar Colonies. And the Aſhes for making 
Soap at Marſeilles, are chiefly imported from 
Egypt. | 

X, They reap unſpeakable Advantage, by 
the Permiſſion and Encouragement given to 
Foreign Merchants and Manufacturers to ſet- 
tle among them...By this good Policy the 
Price of Labour is always kept ſufficiently low. 
A Competition and Emulation are raiſed, who 
ſhall work, and fell the cheapeſt; which 
muſt turn out greatly to the National Advan- 
tage, though it may not be ſo favourable to 
the private Intereſt of Individuals, For theſe 
Reaſons, the Government is particularly gen- 
the and indulgent to Foreigners. And the 
Situation of the Country is greatly aſſiſtant 
to this Diſpoſition of the Government, — 
France is ſurrounded with populous, that is, 
prolifick Nations, who have no Trade and 
Manufactures of their own to employ their 


Poor. Flanders, all Germany on the Side of | 


the Rhine, Switzerland, Savoy, and ſome 


Parts of Tah, pour their ſupernumerary | 
Hands every Year into France; where they 


are careſſed, and received into the Army, or 


the Manufacture, according to their Inclina- : 
tions. The Rhone is ſo eaſy and cheap a 


Conveyance, for the Swarms of Inhabitants 
bordering on the Lake of Geneva, that fo 
{mall a Sum as One Shilling, or Eighteen Pence 


each 
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each Perſon, will bring them to the chief 
Manufacturing Town in the Kingdom, viz. 


Lions. And there are ſaid to be no leſs than 

Ten Thouſand Swiſs and Germans employed 

J in that City. The Numbers alſo in all the 
other Commercial Towns are very great, and 
daily increaſing. 

” XI. The Engliſh Monopolies, which are ſo 


7 deftrufive to the Intereſts of Great Britain, 


* become, for the very ſame Reaſon, of the great- 
; eft Benefit and Advantage to France, — Mar- 
1 ſeilles is a flagrant, and a melancholy Proof 

of this Aſſertion. For the Trade of this 
7 Place hath fouriſhed and zncreaſed juſt in 


the ſame Proportion, as that of our Turky 
Company ſunk and declined, All the fine 


Streets and new Buildings of the City, date 


| | their Original from this Period. So that we 


may truly fay, They were built, and are now 


© ſupported, by the excluſive Turky Company of 


> England. Moreover, the Engliſh Hudſon's 


Bay Company is the only Cauſe, which can 
make the French Settlements in ſo wretched 
ga a Country as the Northern Parts of Canada, 
> to flouriſh ; with ſo difficult and dangerous a 
1 Navigation, as that up the Bay of St Law- 
* rence, It is this, and 0 other, is the Cauſe 
that enables them to extend their Colonies, 
and to underſell the Engliſh in all the Articles 


of Furr ; which they apparently do in Times 


* of Peace. 


C 3 XII. The 
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XII. The publick Stock of Wealth is greatly 
encreaſed, by Foreigners of all Countries travel. 
ling among them. The Advantages from 
hence accruing have not been ſo much at- 
tended to, as, I humbly think, they juſtly 
deſerve, For while theſe Foreigners reſide in 
the Country, they not only pay for their 
Food and Board at an high Rate, but they alſo 


cloath themſelves with the Manufactures of it, 


and buy many Curioſities. But this is not all: 
For having contracted a Liking to the Produce 
and Manufactures of the Country they travel- 
ied in, they continue to uſe them when they 
are returned to their own; and fo introduce 
them to the Knowledge, Eſteem, and Appro- 
bation of others: This begets a Demand; and 
a Demand for them draws on a Correſpond- 
ence, and a ſettled Commerce. Theſe are the 
Advantages which the French enjoy by ſuch 
Numbers of Foreigners travelling among them; 


whereas they ſcarce ever travel themſelves; 


and by that Means circulate the Money in 
their own Country. 


XIII. FRANCE enjoys no ſmall Advantage, 


as it doth not loſe much by the Article of Smug- | f 


gling, in compariſon to what England doth.— 
This is owing to the Strictneſs of their Govern- 


ment, the many Spies they have upon every 


Man's Actions, and being able to puniſh the 
ſlighteſt Offence more ſeverely, and in a more 


ſummary Way than we can, or is conſiſtent 


with a free Conſtitution to do. 
The 
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The Principal DisapvanTacss of 
FRANCE with regard to Traps. 


I. HE firſt Diſadvantage to a free 

Trade is the Government, which tis 
arbitrary and deſpotich; and therefore ſuch as 
a Merchant would not chuſe to live under, if 
he knows the Sweets of Liberty in another 
Country, and has no Attachment of Family, 
or Intereſt to keep him {till in France, — It 
muſt be acknowledged, his Property, generally 
ſpeaking, is ſecure enough, but his Perſon is 
not ſo, To explain this, we muſt beg Leave 
to obſerve, That though there are fixed and 


flated Laws in France to decide all Caſes of 


Property, and criminal Cauſes, as here in 
England; fo that a Man may know the Rules 
he is to be governed by in thoſe Reſpects, and 
can have an oper Trial for his Lite and For- 
tune: yet there are no Laws to aſcertain the 
Nature of Political Offences, or to circum- 


ſcribe the Power of the Judge: So that he 


muſt be entirely at the Mercy of the Lieutenant 
de Police, and his Deputies ; who can 7mpriſor 
him at will, without aſſigning any Reaſon, or 
bringing any Evidence to confront him. And 
therefore his only Security conſiſts, in being con- 
C 4 tinually 
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tinually /avi/h in the Praiſe of the King and 
the Miniſtry, and in ſaying nothing which 
may afford the leaſt Pretence to the Spies, who 
fwoarmall over the Kingdom, to inform againſt 
him. 

IT. The ſecond Diſadvantage to the Freedom 
of Trade, is the Romiſh Religion; which has 
added to its many other Abſurdities, a Spirit 
of Cruelty and Perſecution, ſo repugnant to 
the Scope and Tendency of the Goſpel, — There- 
fore a Proteſtant Merchant, if at the ſame Time 
a conſcientious Man, will find himſelf very often 
reduced to great Difficulties, in order to avoid 
on the one Hand the Sin of Hypocriſy, by Com- 
pliances againſt his Conſcience, or on the other, 
the Danger attending the Exerciſe of his Re- 
ligion, and the Educating of his Children in the 
Protejlant Way. This, I fay, will often hap- 
pen, even at preſent ; though the Bigotry of 
the Court of France is not near fo great, as it 
was in former times. 

III. ANOTHER great Burden, and conſe- 
quently a Diſadvantage to the Trade of France, 
is, The great Number of Religious of both Sexes. 
— The loweſt Computation of theſe amounts to 
near Three Hundred Thouſand Perſons ; a great 
Part of which Number might, and would be 
employed in Trade and Manufactures; and the 
Reſt might be uſeful to Society in other Spheres. 
But that is not all; They are a very heavy 
Weight upon the Publick. Vt Eſtates are 
appropriated for the Support of ſome of theſe 

| Religious 
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Religious Orders, whoſe Fund is continually 


* accumulating, not only by Legacies and Do- 
nations, but alſo by whatever Fortune each 
2 Perſon is poſſeſſed of, at the Time of taking the 
Vorw. And others, who are of the Mendicant 
Orders, and are allowed to have 10 Property, 
become a continual Tax upon the Induſtry 

and Charity of the People; and theſe moſtly 


of the'middling and lower Sort. Not to men- 


tion the increaſing Riches and dead Wealth in 


all their Churches. 
IV. A fourth great Diſadvantage to the 


Trade of France, is their numerous and poor 


* Nobility. — The Nature and Conſtitution of 
that Government require the Notion of Birth 
and Family to be kept up very high, as it will 
always create an indigent Nobility, and con- 
* ſequently dependant upon the Court for ſuch 
= Preferments as may not deroge; or bring a 
Stain upon their Family. Moreover, the ſame 


= refined Policy induces the Court to make the 


Military Service be eſteemed the moſt Hon- 


ourable; as it muſt render the whole Body of 


5 the Nobility Soldiers to fight their Battles; 


the Richer ſerving for Glory, and the Poorer 
for an honourable Support. The Conſequence 
of all this is, That they heartily deſpiſe the 
Bourgeois*, that is, the Merchant and Trades- 


man : 

In France, the Inhabitants are uſually diſtinguiſb- 

ed by three Ranks, or Orders; The Nobleſſe, the 
Bourgeois, and the Paiſans. Each of theſe are totall 
diſtinct from the other. The Po/terity of the Nableſſ 
are all Nobleſſe, though ever ſo poor, and though not 


honoured 
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man: and he, when he gets rich, is as defir- 
ous of quitting ſo d;/honourable an Employ, 
wherein his Riches cannot ſecure him from 
* and Contempt. Being therefore ambitious 
of raiſing his own Family to be of the No- 
Bleſſe, he leaves off Trade as ſoon as he can, 


and breeds up his Sons to the Military Pro- 


feſſion, or purchaſes ſome Office in the Law 
or Civil Government, which may ennoble them. 
V. TRE Trade of France ſuffers another 


Inconveniency by the Nature of its Taxes, | 


Some of theſe, in certain Provinces, are 
very arbitrary; as the Taille, which is levied 
moſtly upon the poor Peaſants and Manufac- 
turers in the Country Villages. Others are 
very heavy; as the Duty upon Salt, which is 

ſhockingly 
honoured with the Titles of Count, Marquis, &c. as 


Noblemen are here in England. The Poſterity of a Bour- 
77 though ever ſo rich, and though the Family have 
7 


t off Trade a Hundred Years ago, are ftill but Bour- F $ 


geois, until they are ennobled by Patent, or have wiped 
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off the Diſgrace of having been Merchants, by ſome | g 


fignal Military Service, or have purchaſed ſome honour- 
able Employ. Therefore when the Nobleſſe call the 
Merchants 33 Burgeſſes, they mean it as a Term 
of Infamy and Reproach, anſwering to that of pitiful lou 
Mechanick in Engliſh. Indeed, by ſome Ordinances, 


the Nobleſſe are permitted to engage in certain Branches 
of foreign and wholeſale Trade, without bringing any 


Stain upon their Family. But theſe Permiſhons will 
have very little Efficacy to induce the Nobility to turn 
Merchants, as long as the Military Service is ſo highly 
exalted in Credit and Reputation above Merchandize. 
The very Genius of the Government, makes it a Sc a n- 
DAL not to be a Soldier: Laws will have little Force 
againſt this, 
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ſhockingly oppreſſive. Others again, though 
not quite ſo oppreſſive, are yet equally impro- 


| perly laid; becauſe they are upon the Neceſſa- 


ries of Life, which are to feed the Tradeſman, 
and to victual the Shipping, Thus, for Ex- 


” ample, all Sorts of Proviſions, Corn, Wine, 
> Butchers Meat, Poultry, Eggs, Fiſh, Gar- 
= den-Stuff, and Fruit, pay a Duty at the Eu- 
trance of ſome of their great Cities. There 


are Duties alſo lately laid upon Soap and Can- 


ds. And in the Pais des Etats, where the 


= moſt grievous of theſe Impoſts are not levied, 
they lay a Provincial Duty upon all Things 
going in or out of that Province; which makes 
the Merchandize ſo paſſing through, become 
the dearer at a foreign Market. 


VI. Tue Maitriſes, which ſo generally 
prevail in France, is a Clog to the Trade of the 


> Country, Theſe Maitriſes are much the ſame 
"> as our Companies in Towns Corporate; only we 
> have this Advantage, That in England their 
Pon Effects can be more eafily eluded by 


aving Shops, c. within Glaſs Windows, 


> Beſides, our beſt Manufacturing Towns, ſuch 
= as Brimingham, Mancheſter, Leeds, and even 

four fifths of London itſelf, viz. Weſtminſter, 
Southwark, and all the Suburbs, have no Com- 
panies at all, Whereas in France all Trades- 
men are obliged to be free of their proper 


Maitriſe, before they can ſet up. The Fine 
for this, in ſome Trades, is very conſiderable. 


And there is alſo in Time of War, an annual 
Demand 
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Demand of a certain Proportion of Men out 
of each Maitriſe ; which is underſtood to im- 


ply a Sum of Money by way of equivalent. 
Thus, the more theſe Maitriſes become uſeful * 
to ſupply the Exigencies of the Government 
at a Pinch, the more Privileges they will ac 
quire ; and the greater the Privilege is of any 
particular Company, the leſs will be the gene- 
ral Trade of the Country. | 
VII. Tre French (ſuſtain ſome Diſadvan- 


tage by their Monopolies and excluſve Charters. 


—- They have an Eaſt-1ndia Company at Port 
POrient : Marſeilles is a free Port for the Le- 
vant and Barbary Trade; whereas there is a 
Duty of 20 per Cent. upon all Merchandize 
of thoſe Countries, if imported into any other 
Port of France in the Mediterranean. And 


even at Marſeilles, there is a particular exclu- 


five Company for importing Corn and Wool 
from Africa. Lions is free for all Silk entring, 


or going out; whereas there is an heavy Duty 
in the neighbouring Towns; by which means, 
Lions may be faid to have an excluſive Char- 
ter. And there is good Reaſon to conclude, 7 
there is ſomething of the ſame Nature for the 


Turky Cloth at Carcaſſonne, the Silk and Wor- 
ſted Stockings at N:/mes, the Clothing for the * 
Soldiery at Lodeve, the Superfine Cloth at 
Abbeville, the Stuffs at Amiens, the Camblets 


at Arras, the painted Linens and Cottons at 3 


Rowen, &c. 0 4 
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VIII. Tur French labour under no ſmall 


ZDiſadvantage on Account of the Expence they 
are at in the Article of Shipping. — They 
have more Men to navigate their Ships than 
the Engliſh, becauſe they are not ſo expert 
Sailors. They muſt carry ſome ſupernume- 
|; rary Landmen, by the King's Orders: They 


*muſt have many Officers togovern theſe Men, 
becauſe the Merchant is to be reſpon/;ble for 


them when the Ship returns. Theſe Officers 
will have a grand Table, a Cook, and new 
Bread every Day. The Ship lies Ong in Port, 
if ſent to the Weſt-Tndies to diſpoſe of the 
Cargo: Becauſe their Creoliaus are ſaid to be 
ſo diſhoneſt, that they do not care to truſt 


them with Commiſſions. And fo the Ex- 
nces of the Officers and of the Crew run 
very high. Add to this, that the Officer be- 


2 longing to the Marine in France, will find 

Ways and Means to give great Trouble to the 
Merchant, both as to the Choice of Sailors, 
and of Officers, unleſs he is properly confider- 
ed: Which is generally done by buying ſome 
Ship Stores of himſelf, or Friends, at an exor- 
= bitant Price. 


IX. Tux two National Vices of the French, 


* Gaming and Fine Clothes, is a great Hurt to 


their Trade. Theſe Expences cannot be 


1 ſupported but by a large Profit ; and that will 


always /efſen the Demand at a foreign Mar- 
ket, if their Neigbbours can afford to fell 
cheaper. Not to mention the feerf? Ruin 

| which 
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which Gaming ſometimes brings on, and the 1 


Loſs. of Time occaſioned by it. 


X. Tune Situation of the French Ports, are 
a great Diſadvantage to them, with reſpect to 
the Hamburg and Northern Trade: And in 


regard to the Southern and Weſt-Indies, they 
are not better ſituated; and are not near fo 


many, nor ſo good as ours, eſpecially if we 
take Ireland into the Account. They have 
only an Advantage with reſpect to the Medi- 


terranean. * 
XI. Tun Farming of the Revenue is ano- 


ther great Diſadvantage to the Commerce of 
France. For theſe Farmers have moſt immo- 


derate Profits, and live in all the Splendor 
and Expence of the firſt Princes of the Blood, 
And as they act by the King's Authority, they 
tyranniſe over the Subjects with Impunity.— 
Yet I cannot ſee how the French Govern- 
ment can be without ſuch a Set of People, 
For when Money is wanted, they are ready 
to lend, while the Subject is afraid: There- 
fore they borrow of the Subject, giving their 
own Securities, and then lend to the Govern- 
ment at an advanced Price, paying themſelves, 
as the Duties are collected. 

To theſe Diſadvantages, it has been inti- 
mated, I ought to have mentioned their many 
Holidays, on which they muſt not work, and 
their pompous Proceſſions, which draw the Peo- 
ple a gazzng after them. The Thought did 


occur to me before, at the Time of writing 
h the 
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the fr// Edition: But 7 ſuppreſed it then, 
and now beg Leave to aſſign 

v2. In the firſt Place, theſe Things are greatly 
diuearing off in France every Day; ſo that the 


e Reaſons; 


ſs of Time is not ſo confiderable, as one 


may imagine. Secondly, Allowing that ſome 


ime is idled away during theſe Holidays, and 


| 2 n ſeeing Proceſſions, &c. ſtill, if we caſt up 


the Account of the Time and Money which are 
Spent here in England by all forts of Manufac- 
Zurers in Horſe-Races, Cock-fightings, Cricket- 
EMatches, Bull-baitings, but more eſpecially in 
Mobbing and Electioncering, (all which are 


not in France) I am perſwaded, we ſhall find 


the Advantage gained over them, on the Score 


of their Holidays and Proceſſions, to be none 
at all; and that upon comparing both Articles 
together, the Amount of the Diſadvantages 


will be found to be greater on our Side, than 
on theirs, 


4 
4 
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The principal ADPVAN TAGES of 
GREAT BRITAIN with reſpect to 
Traps, 


I. HE natural Produce and Commodities 9 7 
HF the Country; Corn, Wool, Lead, 
Tin, Copper, Coal, Butter, Cheeſe, Tallow, 


Leather, All which are not to be found in 


France, in that Plenty and Abundance they are 


in England. 


II. The Number, Goodneſs, and Situation of 4 
our Ports. Thoſe on the Weſtern Side of 
Great Britain (eſpecially if we reckon" I- 


land a Part of ourſekves, and include both 
Iſlands under one GENERAL INTEREST, 
as in Reaſon and Policy we ought to do) are 
almoſt as well ftuated for the Southern Trade, 


as the French: They are four times as many, 

in Number, and much better for Safety, and fi 
Depth of Water, And as to the North and 
Baltick Trade, the French can come into no 


Compariſon with ours, 
III. Nature has been very bountiful, in be- 
ſlowing on us ſuch excellent Fiſheries ; particu- 
larly 
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larly the Herring-Fiſhery, on the Northern 
® Coaſts of Scotland, and the Cad on the South 
® 7/et of Ireland, — Theſe great Advantages are 
always in our Power to cultzvate and improve; 
fand it is our Fault, and our Reproach, that 
we do not. 

IV. ExdLAxp enjoys another Advantage 
means of its free Government. — A Mer- 
chant can go to Law with the Crown, as ea- 
ly as with a private Subject. The Judges 
are for the Life of the Prince on the Throne, 
gand conſequently not under the immediate In- 
fluence of the Court. No Man's Perſon can 


es 

d, pe detained, but a Reaſon muſt be given, and 
„ the Matter brought to an open Trial, where 
in his Equals are to be his Fudges, and to decide 


Between him and the Crown, whether he hath 
—Fommitted an Offence againſt the State, or 


Nat. 
V. ANOTHER zaeſtimable Bleſſing, and a 
Treat Advantage, conſidered merely in a Com- 


th Piercial View, is the Liberty of Conſcience we 
T, ey in theſe Kingdoms. — Every Man is per- 
re Maitted to worſhip GoD in the Way he thinks 
lc, he right and true, without Fear or Reſerve ; 


ind may educate his Children in his own Rel;- 
ion. The Roman Catholicks indeed are under 


nd ſome legal Diſcouragements: But it is plain, 
no We Legiſlature conſidered them rather as a 


Political, than a Religious Sect, when thoſe 


he- . Laws were enacted. And the preſent Govern- 
u- ment, by its Conduct towards them, has given 
mY D them 
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them ſufficiently to underſtand, That they | 
ſhall vor be diffurbed in the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, provided they will give no Diſ- 
turbance to the State in Civil Affairs, by fiding F 
with its Enemies. This, ſurely, is but a ca- FP 
ſenable Demand: And here tlie Matter feems X 
to reſt. | 
VI. ENGLAND has always enjoy'd an Ad- 
vantage in Trade, as its Manufacturers hav # 
ever been in high R ute for their Skill an! 
Ingenuity. . Locks, Chains, Clock-work, 
Mathematical Inſtruments, and all Sorts f 
Cutlery Ware, far exceed all others at this 
Day, and are deſervedly preferred by foreign 
Nations. And our Sailors are conſiderably 3 
ſuperior to the Prench, in their Art and Dex- . 
terity. Xx 
VII. ENGL AND enjoys a very viſible Ad- 
vantage over France, as the whole Bulk of our g 
People may be concerned in Trade, if they pleaſe, 
without any Diſreputation to their Families, = 4 
The Profeſſion of a Merchant is efteemed full 
as honourable as thee of an Officer. And no F. 
Man need leave off Trade, when he find P.. 
himſelf rich, in order to be reſpectecdd as 2 
Gentleman. It is likewiſe no Scandal for e 
younger Brothers of the moſt antient Familie: 
to be byed up to Trade and Buſmeſs. F 
VIII. Wr enjoy a fingular Advantage 7 
our vaſt Colonies on the Continent of America.— oF 
From Newfoundland to Georgia, is an immenſe 
1 where all 11 Inhabitants do ut , 
more 


An ESSAY on TRADE. 35 


more or leſs of the Growth of their Mother 
*Tountry; and England again receives the 
Produce and Growth of theirs. This is a 
mutual Benefit, and ſtill improveable. 

x IX. Tur and of Jamaica has ſome Ad- 


antages over any of the French Iſlands, on 


4 
* 
4 


* 
I < 


pery Head, when Envoy to the Court cf 


ccount of its Situation, to carry on a bene- 


Scial Trade with the Spani/bþ Main; the 
Sweets of which have been fo ſufficiently felt 

Yuring the late War, as to need no further 
Fluftration. And this Iſland is capable of 
Wreat Improvements in many other Reſpects. 


X. TRE very Wants of Great Britain, in 


4 4 Reſpect, might be turned into a fingular 
Advantage over the French in another. — It 


certain, France cannot carry on a Trade to 


%, Countries with that Advantage to the 
Lountry it trades with, as the Engliſh can. 
For Example; The Engh/h can trade with 
he Spaniards to MUTUAL Advantage: If the 


nghſh export Cloth and Stuffs to Spain, they 


Fan take off Fruits, Oil and Wine, by way 

pf Barter. Whereas the French can make no 
ſe of theſe Commodities, having ſo much of 
heir own Growth both to vſe, and to ſpare. 
A Conſideration of this Nature, well timed, 
Ind /rongly urged, might have a good Effect 
ppon the Spaniſh Court, to induce them to 
Favour the Engliſi Commerce, and diſcounte- 
Fance the French. It is owing to the fucceſ5- 


2 
7 
0 


Application of Sir Pau! Methuen on this 


D 2 Portugal, 
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Portugal, that the Engliſh at this Day erm 
the whole Trade of Portugal, and that . , 
French, in a Manner, are excluded. : 
XI. Tu low Intereſt of Money, and W 5 
eaſy and expeditious Transfers in the Funds, gi 
to Great Britain a manifeſt Advantage in th: 
Affairs of Commerce. For were the Inte? 
as high as in France, the Exportation of or 
— would be much dearer, as even i 
Exporter would expect to get a Profit ſuperii 
to the Intereſt of Money; The ſure Conk 
quence of which would be, a Leſſening of th: 
2 exported, — Beſides, the Merchan 
of London, by means of Eaſt-India Bonds, wu. 
the quick Transfers of Stocks, are enabled 4 
make a Profit of their Money, when not en 
ployed in Trade; by which Means they 0 
afford to buy and ſell for leſs Gains, 
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The principal Dis aDvanTaGss i 
GREAT BRITAIN with regard if ; 
TRADE. 3 


| 

4a 

I. H E firſt and CAPITAL Difadvantyh b 

is the Want of Subordination in l. 

laber Claſs of People. This is attended vi. 
dreadful Conſequences, both in a Commerci 
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and a Moral View. If they are ſubje# to 
9 little or no Controll, they will run into Vice: 
vice is attended with Expence, which muſt 
be ſupported either by an high Price for their 
| tit Labour, or by Methods „til more deftru&ive. 
Be The End of all is Poverty and Diſeaſe ; and 
n tit: Wo they become a hathſome Burden to the 
Publick. Nothing is more viſible, than the 
great Difference between the Morals and Induſ- 
ry of the P Poor in France, and 
in England. In the former, they are ſober, 
Vrugal, and laborious: They marry, and have 
BF Fhcks of Children, whom they bring up to 


han Labour. In the latter, they are given up to 
„ W Druntenneſs and Debauchery: The Streets 
led! warm with Proſtitutes, who ſpread the In- 
t ein 


ection, till they are carried to an Hoſpital, or 
their Grave. The Men are as bad as can be 
deſcribed; who become more vitious, more 
indigent and idle, in Proportion to the Advance 
of Wages, and the Cheapneſs of Proviſions: 
Great Numbers of both Sexes never working 
Fat all, while they have any thing to ſpend upon 
their Vices, 

II. Tre prodigious Expence of Electioncer- 
ing, is another fatal Stab to Trade and Induſ= . 
try. — It is not only ſo much Money pert, 
but it is ſpent moſtly upon Manufacturers; 
and ſo it gives them a Taſte for 1dleneſs, and 
brings on an Habit of Drunkenneſs, and Ex- 
ravagance. The Want alſo of Subordination, 
Wuſt now complained of, is moſtly to be im- 
D 3 puted 
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puted to the fame Cauſe, as it ſets them above | 


Controll, frees them from all Reſtraint, and 


brings down the Rich to pay their Court tothem, 4 
contrary to the ju/t and proper Order of Society. 


III. ANoTHER very great Burden on the 
EngliſhCommerce, is the vaſt Numbers of Poor 
and thoſe every Day increaſing, — If we trace 
the Matter to its Fountain-head, we ſhall find 
it to be owing principally to the ſame Cauſes, 
viz. Electioncering, and the Want of Subordi- 
nation. And if a Calculation was made of the © © 


Expences of Electioneering, and the ruinous 


Conſequences of it, together with the annual! 
Poor Tax, I am very ſure it would exceed, in 
the Proportion, what France expends in main- 
taining Three Hundred Thouſand Religious of 
both Sexes: So that we gain 0 Advantage over 
France in this Reſpect, through our own Di/- 
foluteneſs and ill Management. 

IV. Our Trade is greatly burthened by the 


Nature of moſt of our Taxes, and the Manner + : 


of Collecting them. ——— The Cuſtoms on the : 
Goods imported, make thoſe Goods come much 


dearer to the Conſumer, than they would do, 
if the Confumer himfe/f was to pay the Duty: © 
And this becomes a ſtrong Temptation to out 


People to Smuggle. The Taxes upon the N- a 
ceſſaries of Life, are in Fact ſo many Taxes ; 
upon Trade and Induſtry : And ſuch muſt be 


accounted the Duties upon Soap, Coal, Candle, 


Salt and Leather, Likewiſe the Duties upon 
the Importation of Foreign raw Materials, to 
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be employed in our own Manufactures, are 
Fa fo many Fetters and Chains to prevent the 


2 Progreſs of Labour, and Circulation of Wealth. 
s were firſt laid on, under a No- 


would it have been for theſe Kingdoms, 


© if the Landed Gentlemen had wnderftood their 
7 Intereſt, before they attempted to ſhew their 
© Zeal in promoting it. 


Moreover, the expenſive Manner of col 


F lecting all our Cuſtoms, is ſtill an additional 
Diſadvantage; ſuch as the Multiplication and 


Splitting of Offices, Patent- Places, Fees, Sine- 


= Cures, Pen/ions, &c. &c. Theſe Things indeed 
create a Dependance upon the Court, and are 
= faid to ſtrengthen the Hands of the 'Govern- 
ment; but if they do ſo in one Reſpect, they 
5 weaken it much more in another. They give 
too juſt Cauſe for Complaint; the beſt Friends 
3 2 45 reſent Eſtabliſhment are grieved to ſee 


eaſures which they cannot vindicate. 


f f Repeated Murmurs, where there is a real 
2 Foundation for them, naturally tend to alienate 
= the Afections of the Bulk of the People, which 


above all Things ſhould be guarded againſt ; 
becauſe in Times of actual Danger, it is the 
People, and not Place-Men — Penſioners, 


who can ſave the Government, and oppoſe 
= themſelves againſt the Invaſions of Foreign, 


or the Inſurrections of Domeſtic Enemies: 
As was plainly ſeen in the Caſe of the late 
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V. TE great Number of Smugglers in 
England, are of infinite Detriment to Trade, — 
They carry nothing but Bullion, or Wool out 


4 


of the Kingdom, and return moſtly with the 
Commodities of France. They are the nece- 
ſary Cauſe of creating many Offices, main- 


taining Sloops, Smacks, &c. to guard againft 


them; and they furniſh a Pretence for adding 2 


many more. Thus they become doubly Mit- 
chievous. They tempt others to do the ik, 
for fear of being ruined in their lawful Trades 
by being underſold. The Practice of Smug- 

ling debauches the Morals of the common 
People, it leads them into Perjury, and tutors 
them up in all Viceand Extravagance. So many 
Expences incurred, ſo many Deficiencies in the 
Revenue, muſt be made up ſome other Way; 
that is, by Duties not ſo liable to be embezz/ed. 
And therefore Fact it is, That every Man in 
paying Taxes for Land, &c. pays for the Da- 
mage done, or cauſed by Smuggling. And yet 
till there is a proper Subordination introduced, 
and the Qualiſication for Voting ſomething al- 


tered from what it is at preſent, it is eaſy to 
ſee, there never can be any efe&ual Cure for 
this grow:ng Evil. Smugglers are, for the moſt | 
part, Inhabitants of Boroughs and Towns Cor- 


forate: They, or their Relations, Friends, 


Dealers, Acquaintance, &c. are Vor ERS, 


And Verbum fat ſapienti. 


VI. Our Monopolies, public Companies, ane 
Corporate Charters, are the Bane and Deſtruc- 


4 
7 4 
_ 

F 1 

"” 

* 

= 

1 

1 

* 

2 3 
„ 

Eel” * 
+ a * 
"oh 4 
*. & 
* 4a . 
©. 

3 
= +4 
* 


* —_ 
2 
tion 2 5 
"EE 
— R—=—_ 
1 
1 
1 
1 


= «=D 
Ws "+; 
_ 

ws 7. 


F 
Ax ESSAY on TRADE. r 
7 f tion of a free Trade. — By the Charter of the 
-  Paft-India Company, at leaſt Nine Thouſand 
t Nine Hundred and Ninety Nine Britiſh Sub- 

jects, out of Ten 7 — without having 
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committed any Fault to deſerve ſuch a Puniſh- 
nent, are excluded from trading any where be- 
ſt yond the Cape of Good Hope. By the Charter 
g of the Turky Company a like, or a greater 
Number, are excluded from having any Com- 
e, metrce with the whole Turꝶiſo Empire. The 
'S Hudſon's Bay Company engroſſes all the Furr 


Trade with the Jadians, in an Extent of Coun- 
n try almoſt as large as half Europe. Thus the 


Intereſt of Nine Thouſand Nine Hundred and 
y Ninety Nine Fellow-Subjects, is ſacrificed, in fo 
1 many Reſpects, for the Sake of a ſingle One. 
„ The ubole Nation ſuffers in its Commerce, and is 
d. debarred trading to more than three Fourths of 
in the Globe, to enrich a few rapacious Directors. 
a- Dey get wealthy the very ſame Way by which 
the Publick becomes poor, viz. Firſt, By ex- 
XX porting ſmall Quantities of our own Manufac- 
XR zures, in order to have an exorbitant Profit ; 
to and 2d, by importing but a few of the raw 
or Materials of foreign Countries, that they may 
xt have the higher Price for what they bring 
7- home. A double Miſchief! equally fatal to 
is, the Community, both by the Smallneſs of their 
s, Exports and Imports. | 

Ap as to corporate Charters, and Compa- 
ud nies of Trades, they are likewiſe ſo many Mo- 


c- 7 7opolies in the Places to which they belong, to 
on the 


” k | 
" 45S 
= 
.—= 


42 An ESSAY own TRADE. 


the greatDetriment of National. Commerce... | 
To convince any one of this, Let him but 
ſuppoſe a Set of Town and Country Butchers 
frequenting the ſame Market; and that the 
Country Butchers were excluded for a Market 
or two; would not the Town Butchers raiſe 
their Price? 2, e. put all their fellow Citizens | 


under Contribution, by means of this Privilege? © 


And doth not every other Company the fame | 
in all Things they ſell? And what is the Con- 
fequence? A general Dearneſs among one 


another, which muſt light at t upon the 


Foreign Trade, and therefore dimmuiſb tbe 
Quantity to be exported, - ' 8" - 
VII. Ov Rr Inprudence and Narrow-ſpirit- 
edneſs in not inviting Foreigners to "ſettle © 
among Us, is another material Diſadvantage to 
the Engliſb Trade. — Foreigners can never get 
rich in a ſtrange Country, but by working 


cheaper or better than the Natives, And if 3 


they do fo, though Individuals may | ſuffer, © 


the Publick is certainly a Gainer; as there is 


fo much Merchandize-to be exported uyon Þ 


cheaper Terms, or ſo much ſaved to the Mer- 7 


chant, whereby he may afford to e 


xport the : 


cheaper. Not to mention, That by this 
means the Price of Labour is continually beat 3 
down, Combinations of Journeymen againſt their 
Maſters are prevented, Induftry is encouraged, 
and an Emulation excited. All which are 
greatly for the Public Good. 3 
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A and ian, when he gets rich ina 
1 Lan ef ade and Plenty, is not likely to 
return bore, but will ſettle among Us, and 
XZ become one af ourſelves, with his whole Fa- 
© mily. And what are ALL Engliſbmen but the 
© Deſcendants of Fererguers ? In ſhort, it is the 
XZ fame weak Policy to prevent Foreigners ſettle- 
ing among us, as it is in the about 
| ſe the Melſb and Iriſb coming 
up ta work in the Gardens, and carry in the 
= Heorveſt; not confidering, that if the Gardener 
or Farmer cannot have his Work done cheap, 
he cannot affard to ſell the Garden-Stuff, 
to them. So that they 
0 eir Account in the Chea 
neſs of the Labour of theſe Perfons. Indeed t 
Engliſh ſhould give MoRE Encouragement, if 
than Fraxce doth; as for 
particularly for this, 


London, to 


| Bread, &c. chea 
= themſelves find 


2 poſſible, ta 
many other Reaſons, ſo 
7 That the Flemifh, Germans, Swifs, Piedmontife, 
XX 41taltens, &c. can arrive at moſt of the Manu- 
== faQuring Towns in Fraxce- at a trifling Ex- 
=x pence; whereas the long Journey from their 
Xx own Country, and the Paſſage over into Eng- 
land, are a very great Diſcouragement to Fo- 
== reign Manufacturers to come to ſettle here. 


3 An ESSAY on TRADE. 43 
= © .. Bearons,:. a Foreigner juſt eſcaped from 


ut 


VIII. Our / zudged Policy, and unnatural 


= Jealouſy in cramping the Commerce and Manu- 
= faFures of IRELAND, is another very great 
Har againſt extending our Trade. —This is a 
x moſt unaccountable Infatuation, which has 
2 not 


we have a Mind to prevent the 1rifþ ſending their : 
to France, we muſt make it their INTEREST to keep 
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ſon to defend it. For if Ireland gets rich, 


what is the Conſequence? England will be 
rich too, and France will be the poorer. The 


Wool which is now Smuggled from * Ireland 


into France, and manufactured there, and from © 
thence ſent to oppoſe our own Commodities at 
foreign Markets, would be manufactured in 
Treland ; the French would boſe the Benefit of 


it, the Jriſb would get it. The Rents of the 


Eſtates in Ireland would riſe ; and then the 
Money would ſoon find its way into England. 


Beſides, the Viſh might be incorporated into 


the Engliſb Parliament, and e one Na- 


tion with ourſelves, bearing an equal Share of 
Taxes, and ſo eaſing England, at the ſame 


Time that Lreland is enriched. But more of 


this hereafter. 


IX. WANT of a leſs expenſive Way of R.. 
pairing our Roads; Want of more Navigable © 


* A Clergyman, whoſe Living is in the F/2/t of Ire- 4 
land, aſſured me, That juſt after the Peace, the alt, 


Smugglers of his Pariſh, got upwards of 50 per Cent. by 


the Wool they fold to the French. — As long as this ts 2 


the Cafe, Laws and Reftrifions will ſignify _— If 
ool 


it at home; which can never be done, but by permitting 


them to manufacture it themſelves, and export it to an, 
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Market they can. 


not the Shadow of a publick and national Rea. 
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Rivers and Canals; are a very great Diſadvan- 
tage to England, in Compariſon of Fance.— 
Every one muſt be ſenſible of the heavy Tax, 
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which ſo many Turnpikes lay upon Trade; 
and how bad even the Turnpike Roads are in 


| & many Parts of the Country, diſtant from Lon- 


don, We have no Canals to open a Commu- 
nication between City and City, River and 
River, though our Country is much better 
adapted for them than France. 

*. Wr labour under a very great Diſad- 
vantage, as moſt of our Leeward Hands are 
now worn out, and indeed were never ſo fer- 
tile, or of ſo /aſting a Soil as the French; there- 
fore they require a greater Expence to culti- 
vate them: So that our Sugars muſt come the 
dearer to Europe. Beſides, as we uſe ſo much 
for Home Conſumption, we have the Leſs to 
ſpare for foreign Markets. But the greateſt 
Misfortune is, That the Planters in theſe ſmall 
Iſlands are ſuffered to monopolize as much 
Land as they pleaſe; by which Means the 
Plantations are engroſſed in a few Hands, and 
the Number of Whites is daily decreaſing ; fo 
that the Sugar Colonies now conſume much 
leſs of the Produce of the Mother Country ; 
and yet in Tine of Danger, England is oblig- 
ed to be at the Expence of a greater Force 
to protect them, as they are leſs able to de- 
fend themſelves, | 

XI. EnGLANÞD labours under a peculiar 
Diſadvantage in Compariſon to France, as its 
Colomes are not ſo be the Command of 
their Mother Country, nor ſo ftudious of her 
Welfare, — In many of theſe Colonies ore! 

anu- 
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Manufactures are ſet up, and more intended to ; 
be erected, Which will greatly int RE with © 


the Trade of England. And we muſt expect 


that this Evil will not decreaſe, but increaſe | 
by Time, unleſs an effectual Method can 
ſpeedily be put in Practice, to divert the 


8 N — 4 » — 
; S ns.” IR 


Thoughts of our American Colonies from 


theſe Purſuits, to ſome others, equally ſervice- 
able to them, and leſs detrimental to us. Be- 


ſides, they not only ſet up Manufactures of f 


their own in Oppoſition to ours, but t 


purchaſe thoſe Luxuries and Refinements of 


Living from Foreigners, which we could fur- 
niſb them with. It is computed, that they 


are ſopplicd with: at leaſt one third of theſe | 


Articles from foreign Nations; amongſt whom 2 


the French come in for the greateſt Share. 


XII. W xalfo ſuffer a further Inconvenience 3 | 


in not inviting Foreigners to travel into Eng- 


land, and ſpend their Money among Us; and 
in being too fond of travelling ourſelves.— It is 
certain, England has as many Curioſities for a 
Foreigner to obſerve, as any Country in the 


World: The whole Ifland, and every thing 


belonging to it, being in many Reſpects di- 3 


ferent from the Continent, and worthy the 4 


Attention of a Stranger. And even as to fine 
Paintings, original Statues, and Antiques, we 
have prodigious Collections of them in private 


Hands, though little known even to our own 
Countrymen, for want of a pubkck and gene- 
ral Catalogue, Moreover, our Engliſh Tra- 

hs _ vellers 


/ 0” 


— i Le 


D 


= Neceſſaries of Life—Monopolies, publick Com- 
ßpuanies, and corporate Charters of Trades. 

2 through 
that our Manufacturers produce every Thing 


1 culated for the Public Good, yet if it claſhes 
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Vaellers in France and Jealy, are continually 
making new Collections in order to 


home, and embelliſh their own Country. And 


WV yet our Gentry are fo by to Strangers, the 
XV Servants expect ſo much Vail, and the com- 
mon People are ſo rude and affronting, that 


very few care to travel in ſuch a Country. 
= XIII. Tn x high Price of Labour is ans- 
© ther inſuperable Ber to à large Trade. The 


® Cauſes of which are ſach as have been af- 


© figned already, viz. Electioncering the cor- 
= rupt Morals of the People — Taxes on the 


XIV. Wr ſuffer a very great Detriment 
the Want of Pubhck Inſbectors, to ſee 


good in its Kind; that they give good Weight 


and Meaſure, and fold the worſe Side outer- 
mot. And what is ſtill worſe, where ſach 
2X have been appointed, they have degenerated, 
= through ſome unhappy Abuſe, ſo far as to in- 
XZ creaſe the Evil they were intended to correct. 


XV. App to all theſe, the Diſcourage- 


ments and Oppe/itions which the moſt generous 
Scheme will too often meet with from ſe//- 
intereſted and deſigning Men, who pervert 

XX mvaluable Bleſſing of Liberty and a free Con- 
= furution to ſome of the worſt of Purpoſes. In 


a deſpotick Kingdom, the Miniſtry have none 
to oppoſe them in their geod Deſigns : But 
among us, let their Plan be ever ſo well cal- 


with 
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with the private Intereſt of any particular 4 
Perſons, trading Companies, or Boroughs, (as 


it neceſſarily mu/# do) then it is oppoſed, un- ; 


der various Pretences, by the united Force of 


falſe Patriots, who inflame the Populace with * 
Words and Names, and blacken and miſrepre- * 
ſent the beſt Deſigns in the moſt malevolent 


Manner. 


BESI DES, in an abſolute Government, 


there is no Poſſibility of gaining Preferment a 3 


by making one's ſelf formidable to the Mi- 


niſtry, Whereas in England, it is the ſure 


Road to it. A bold plauſible Speaker in te 


Houſe embaraſſes the Schemes of the Mini- 
try, not becauſe he thinks them wrong, but 


becauſe he expects to be BOUGHT oFF by © 
a Place, or a Penſiun. A News-Writer, or a 
Pamphleteer, puts every Meaſure of the Court 
in the moſt odious Light, in order to make 


his Paper /el/ the better, or to be thought 
conſiderable enough be retained on their | 
S 
O the other hand, the Miniſtry are too 
apt to endeayour to. quaſb a Motion, not be- 
cauſe it was a bad one, but becauſe it came 
from the Party in the Oppoſition. A good 
Motion, a publick- ſpirited and generous Pro- 
poſal, would raiſe the Credit of the Authors 
of them too high with the People, were they 
carried into Execution, to the Detriment of 
the Miniſiry. Therefore ſalus sui, not /a- 
lus Poll, ſuprema Lex effo, 
| Tuus 
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- XZ Tuvs it is on both Sides: And an honeſt 
Fvell-meaning Perſon, whoſe Views are fingle, 
and who is conſcious to himſelf of no other 


attachment but the Good of his Country, can- 

| Mot but /ament theſe pernicious Evils.— And 

he more ſo, as he muſt deſpair of ſeeing them 

ffectually removed or cured, without intro- 
Wucing worſe Evils in their ſtead, — unleſs 

„Men were much honefter, and more upright 

t than they are; which, it is to be feared, i; 

- Mot likely to be ſoo: the Caſe, 

e 
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CERTAIN „ 
PR OP O SAL S 


For remedying many of the above 
mentioned INCONVENIENCIES; 
and encreaſing the TRADR ani 
CREDIT of GREAT BRITAIN, 


L PROPOSAL 


O alter the Qualification of Vit- lia 
ing, and to introduce a juſt Sul- 
ordination among the People, —— | 

When * Forty Shillings a Ver e. 
was fixed upon as a Standard 
for a Voting Freeholder, it was certainly more be 
than an Equivalent to Twenty Pounds per Ann. bam 
ol | y: 


. 
= 


S 
* 
11 


* The very Recital of the Statute, which aſcertained 3 . 
the Qualification of Voting Freeholders, is the beſt Proof] k 
of my Reafonableneſs and Neceſſity of what is here pro- 
poſed, 


« Am 
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| 1 Rent, Suppoſe, now, that Twenty 


3 


Pounds per Ann. was the requiſite Sum for 
© Frecholder and Two Hundred Pounds Stock 
f | - * 


+ © Anno oftavo HENRICi VI. cap. 7. 

at Sorts of Men ſhall be, Chooſers, and who ſhall be 
2 choſen Knights of the Parliament. 

T < WaHEREAs the Elections of Knights of Shires, to 
come to the Parliament of our Lord the King, in ma- 


ny Countries of the Realme of England, have now of 


late been made by very great outrageous and exceſſiveNum- 
© er of People, dwelling within the ſame Counties of 
the Realme of England, of the which moſt Part was 

of People of ſmall Subſtance, and of no Value, whereof 
every of them pretended a Voice equivalent as to ſuch 
Elections to be made, with the moſt worthy Knights 
Sand Eſquires dwelling within the ſaid Counties; where- 
by Manſlaughter, Riots, Batteries, and Diviſions among 
the Gentlemen and other People of the ſame Counties 
ſhall very likely riſe and be, unleſſe convenient and due 
Remedy be provided in this Behalf: Our Lord the 
King conſidering the Premiſes, hath provided, ordain- 


ed and eſtabliſhed, by Authority of this preſent Parlia- 


ment, that the Knights of the Shires to be choſen with- 
in the ſame Realme of England, to come to the Par- 
laments of our Lord the King, hereafter to be holden, 
$1hall be choſen in every County of the Realme of Eng- 
land, by People dwelling and reſident in the ſame Coun- 
ties, whereof every one of them ſhall have Land or 
Tenement, to the Value of Forty Shillings by the Year 
Wat leaſt, above all Charges; and that they which ſhall 
be ſo choſen, ſhall be dwelling and reſident within the 


ſame Counties. Provided always, That he 


uhich cannot expend Forty Shillings by the Year as afore 


aid, ſhall in no wiſe be Chooſer of the Knights for 


the Parliament. 


Hex we find the ſame Cauſe tending to produce the 
me Effect in former Times, as in the preſent. Only 
Wcre is this Difference, that the Evil could not be near 


E 2 ſo 
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in Trade for a Tradeſman, to qualiſy them to 
vote; the immediate Conſequence would 

neceſſarily be, that the Manufacturing Pan 
of our Nation would not be called from their 
Work, to run roving after every EleCtioneer- 
ing: A proper Subordination would be effec- 
tually introduced: The Laws againſt Idleneſ 
and Debauchery might be executed; and Smuy- 
gling in a great meaſure ſuppreſſed: And al 


this without running the Ri of diſobligin = 


ſuch Voters, and Jfing their Votes. Mor. 
over, when Things were put upon ſuch 1 

Footing, it would be a Matter of Honour ani 
Reputation to have a Vote; and conſequent], 
the Voter would pique himſelf more upon hi 
Integrity and Uncorruptneſs, than he now doth, 
He would be above that Bribery and Corru My} 
tion, which appear ſo openly and avowedlyn 
all Sides, at preſent, throughout the Kingdom 
Likewiſe a Spirit of Emulation and Induſt 
would be excited; and the Privilege of Voting 
would become a laudable Inducement to even 


Artificer, 


ſo great then, as now; becauſe the common People wen: 
uſed to much greater Subordination, and the Trade of “ 
Kingdom was very inconſiderable, conſequently cod“ 
not have ſuffered by it in any Degree to what it doth 43 
preſent. And yet, if ſuch were the Reafons which in 
duced the Legiſlature to paſs the above-recited Act? 
that Time, how much more Reaſon have we to follos 13 


their Example now ?—'The preſent Value of Forty Shi 
lings, is not a tenth Part of what they intended: Ther 


fore, if we would keep up to the Spirit and Meaning d 


this Law, we ſhould at leaſt fix the Qualification 
Twenty Pounds per Aunum. 


5 
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 Rartificer, (not to get Drunk, or to take a pal- 
try Bribe, as at preſent is the Caſe) but to be /yu- 
gal and ſaving, in order to raiſe himſelf to the 
Pegree of a Voter. And many Artificers might 
- Kccompliſh this by a few Years Induſtry after 
hey are ſet up. The Number alſo of the 
Poor would conſequently be /zened; the Price 


| Bf Labour reduced; and the Perſons themſelves, 
{ Fyrho would be debarred of Voting by ſuch a 
- Kppoſed Bill, much happier, much richer, 
Ind guzeter than they now are. Add to this, 
0 IF hat a Militia for Land Service, anda Regiſter 
„ For the Sea Service, might then be introduced, 
Us it was judged expedient; whereas at preſent 
b. is impracticable; becauſe ſuch a Boer, 
/- FF herever lodged, would infallibly be applied 


io the bad Purpoſes of influencing Votes at the 
m. Time of Elections. 


7 

ng IL -PFLEQPOSAL 

er 

, To erect certain Courts in all manufactur- 


ben N g Places of the Kingdom, where the chief 
b Pealers themſelves ſhall petition for them, with 
he Title of * GVARDIANs of the Morals of 

1 the 


The Complaints againſt the Morals of the manu- 
9 4 acturing Poor become louder every Day, and certainly 
Jemand, if any Thing doth, the ſerious Attention of the 
. giſſature. Combinations of Journeymen to extort ex- 
Frbitant Wages. — This Money ſpent in Drunkenneſs 
And Debauchery, ſo that they are the Poorer rather than 
ie Richer at the Meel's End, by the advanced Price. — 
Þ E 3 their 
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the manufacturing Poor. Perhaps ſomething 
to the following Effect, might ſuggeſt Hint * 
to be improved upon. 

TI. 


their Unfaithfulneſs to their Truſt. - the Badneſs of thei 
Work, whenever their Maſters have a great Demand, ani 
dare not turn them off, — the increaſing Number of the 
Poor; theſe, and many other Articles of the like Nz 
ture, are the Complaints jay made on this Head. 43 
A certain very ingenious Gentleman, and himſelf: 
great Manufacturer in the Clothing Way, has attend 
to them with great Aſſiduity; and is engaged in a Scheme 
which he intends to exhibit to the Publick, of a wy 
fingular Nature, for the Reformation of theſe Abuſes 
He has carefully obſerved, 'T hat in exceeding dear Lem, 
when Corn and Proviſions are at an extravagant Pri, 
then the Work is 5% and cheape/t done: — but that, 
cheap Years, the Manufacturers are idle, Wages high, 
and Work 1] done. He has carried theſe Obſervation WY 
through many Years back; and confirmed them by th 
Teſtimony of ſeveral great Writers upon Trade. 
THEREFORE he infers, That the high Duties, Tas 
es, and Exciſes upon the Neceſſaries of Life, are ſ% fa 
from being a Diſadvantage to Trade, as things are cir 
cumſtanced among Us, that they are eventually the chic!| 
Support of it: —and ought to be higher till, in order u 
oblige the Poor either to Wok k or ST ARVE. 
SOME Things may certainly be ſaid in favour of tht 7 
Scheme. But an humane and compaſſionate Man ca.. 
not but be forry, to fee the Morals of the Poor fo d,, 
corrupt, as to oblige any one to think of ſuch an EN. 
dient. In the mean Time, as much may be ſaid again 7 
it; and as it would involve the Innocent as well as tie 
Guilty in the ſame Puniſhment ; perhaps ſome other E. 
pedients would better anſwer the good End propoſes, 3 
and not be liable to the ſame Objections. If the Qual. 
fication for Voting was ſettled as in the ft Propoſal, and 
Court Guardians erected, as propoſed in this; and Fo- 
reign Manufacturers naturalized, in order to keep ** E 
| a 
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Tur 2ualfications of each Member of this 


10 Court to be as follows; 1/7, That he employs 

© not leſs than twenty Manufacturers on his own 
11 Account, the greater Part of the Year? By 
1. tdis Regulation, the moſt eminent, as well as 


the moſt concerned, will be the only Perſons 
he admitted, 2h, That each Member ſub- 
N- ſcrribes a certain Sum, ſuppoſe two Guineas at 

7 leaſt, every Year, towards the good Purpoſes 
4 & hereafter to be mentioned; but that they be 
ene admitted to receive the Legacies and Dona- 
vw tions of others. 3dly, That each Member be 
us na married Man, in order to ſet the good Ex- 


cars, 
ric; ample here recommended. 
at in HE Aim of this Court to be to diſcou- 


bl rage Vice, Idleneſs and Debauchery, —and to 
encourage Induſtry, Probity and Fidelity, inthe 
lower Claſs of People. 


Tur Means to effectuate theſe good De- 
/o ſigns, with great Submiſſion, perhaps may be 
as follows; [ 
i- a ql 
ro 3 1/, By removing all Temptation, as much j 
©X aspoſlible, out of the Way; to which End, j 
this Court Guardian ſhall have the ſole Power | 
can. | 
wn} the Price of Labour, and prevent any Combinations 1 
A1 among our own People, (as ſhall be mentioned in a ſuc- bl 
F 3 ceeding Propoſal) perhaps the Morals of our Poor would 11 
5 be as unexceptionable, and the Price of Labour as cheap 
14 as in any other trading Country. | | 


BuT which ever Scheme is right, or if neither are, the 

iþ Affair itſelf deſerves the moſt ſerious Regard of every 
. one, who wiſhes well both to the Souls and Bodies of 
Te his Fellow Creatures, and the Good of his Country. 


E 4 
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of judging, How many Ale-houſes, &c. are ne- 


ceſſary to be licenſed in their reſpective Diſ- 


tricts: that is, They ſhall not have a Power to 


exceed the Number allowed by the Juſtices, ' 


but to leſſen them as much as they pleaſe. 
Neither ſhall they have the Power to nomi- 
ate the Perſons to be licenſed; but after they 
have delivered in their Liſts, the Juſtices ſhall 


nominate, — unleſs the Juſtices delay to do it 
for a Month after Delivery: in ſuch Caſe, they | 
ſhall be impowered to nominate themſelves. | 


They ſhall likewiſe have the Power of levy- 
ing a certain Fine by Diſtreſs of Goods, or in 
Default of that ſhall inflict corporal Punith- 


ment, on all Perſons who keep Cack-Pits, © 
Shkittle- Alles, and all ſuch Places for the Reſort |} 
of the common People, within their Diſtrict, 3 
alſo thoſe who ſet up Stages for Cudgel-Playing, © 
&c. or Booths for Horſe-Races, or bring Li- 


quors, Cakes, Fruit, or any like Temptations, 


to draw People together. They ſhall alſo be 
impowered to expel out of their Diſtrict, all © 
ſuch common People as cannot give a good 


Account of themſelves by what means they 


ſubſiſt; and ſhall particularly be enabled to 
remove ſuch Women, as are ſuſpefted to have 
a bad Character, unleſs they can clear them- 7 
ſelves from the Imputation, by the Oaths of 
three, at leaſt, of their Neighbours of good 
Subſtance and Repute, That they believe them 
to be innocent of the Charge, and eſteem them 7 


to be hone/t, chaſte, and ſober Perſons, 


24h 
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24h, Tax s:x Court Guardians ſhall endea- 
 Woour to encourage Induſtry, Probity, and practi- 
= * Religion, by the following Methods; viz, By 
allowing Forty Shillings _ to any young 

Couple going to be married, that can make it 


uppear by the Teſtimony of their Maſters, that 
they have ſaved Three Pounds and upwards, 
| My working in their Service; and have behaved 
t Moell, If each of theſe can produce ſuch a 
Character, then this Forty Shillings to be 
made Four Pounds. But not to be paid till a 
Fear and a Day after Marriage, during which 

time they are ſtill to behave well. By allow- 


Ing alſo ſomething diſcretionally to thoſe, who 
„ are over-burdened with large Families, or are 


* 
2 5 


r Sick, whoſe Characters are known to be good : 
„y preſenting allo a few good Books, to 
„ the remarkably diligent and induſtrious, Sup- 
poſe theſe were the Bible, and Gaſtrel's Chriſ- 
s, ian Inſtitutes; which are Books that no Per- 


de ſons of ever ſo different Religious Perſwaſions 
lll can object to. If theſe were neatly Bound, gilt 
d don the Back and Leaves, with a Cloth Caſe, 
y Rand had ſtampt on one Side in Gold Letters, 
o 
e Tux Hand or THE DILIGENT MAKETH RICH; 
2 And on the Other, 
N To ruE PRAISE OF THEM THAT po WELL; 
q 
xd they would be kept as Family Pieces, and Tro- 
m pbies; and might excite the fame laudable 
m Emulation in their Pofterity, which it had done 
in themſelves, 


55 . . N. B. 
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N. B. The Diſtrict here ſo often mention. 


ed, is ſuppoſed tobe ten Miles round from the 
Town or Place appointed for keeping thi 
Court. The Court to ſit every Month, at leaſt 
for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs, wherein the At. 
tendance of three Members will be ſufficient: 
and every Quarter a general Meeting, which 
muſt be compoſed of ſeven, 


TAuESE are only offered, with great Sub. 
miſſion, to the Publick, as Hints to be im. 


proved 1 1 The Importance of the Affi 
requires that ſome Expedients ſhould be ria 
without Delay. If theſe are judged imprope, 
the Author would exceedingly rejoice to ſet 
better in their Room; and thoſe effectually cu. 


ried into Execution. 
WH. PPROFOUSALE 


as to Parliament, Trade and Taxes. 


THis Propoſal of Incorporation has Jon 4 


been the Wiſh of every generous d: ifintereſui 
Patriot of both Kingdoms. And indeed, in. 
expreſſibly great would be the Benefit on hl 
Sides. The Iriſh would ſhare in the Advan- 
tage of our Trade, and we in theirs, By . 

mitting them to get rich at the Expence of the 


French, they would be enabled to == Us df 
the Burden of the worſt and heavieſt of ou 


Taxes :— whereas at 2 the French, thto 


our own znaccountable Infatuation, get rich at 


their Expence. By this mutual Benefit, gow f 
en 
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To incorporate both the Britiſh Iſles together, | 
and to make ONE KINGDOM in all Reſpeti 2 
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ther Kingdom would be looked upon as Foreign 
to the other: but the Goods of both would 
be imported Duty-free, or perhaps be conſi- 
dered only as coming Coaſt-wiſe, The hoſtile 
Prohibition againſt wearing, or uſing the Pro- 
duce of either Kingdom, would be repealed; 
and all that unnatural War between the Com- 
® merce of the two Nations, would be at an 
End:. which would be attended with theſe 
further happy Conſequences, That many of 
the Neceſſaries of Life would be imported 
cheaper into England, than they now can be 
# purchaſed; a great Advantage this tothe Mer- 
# chant and Manufacturer: — and many more 
of the Luxuries, Ornaments, and Delicacies of 
Living, would be exported from hence into re- 
land. For moſt certain it is, That in Propor- 
tion as Ireland grew rich, they would take the 
= Lead for the richeſt of their Cloaths, Furniture, 
Plate, Jewels, Equipages, &c. &c. from Eng- 


land. Likewiſe the Inducements of being near 
the Parliament, the Court, the Public Funds, 
&c. would bring many more 1r:/þ Families to 
refide, and ſpend their Fortunes here, than 
now do. In ſhort, whatever Wealth Ireland 
would draw from other Countries by its Pro- 
duce, Manufactures, and happy Situation; all 
that would continually center in England. 
Bur here, methinks, I hear SeLF-INTEREsST 
making an Outcry, © They would run away 
with our Trade. But pray let me calmly aſk, 
Who would run away with it? or «where would 


they 
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they run to? Why truly our own People, our ; 5 
own Countrymen, (who may as juſtly be called = 
ſo, as the Inhabitants of any neighbouring 


County,—and are ſome of the bet, and moſt © : 
faithful Subjects the Government has) would 


perhaps carry ſome part of a Manufacture rom ö 
Us to themſelves. - But what Detri ment would 
this be to the Publick? The People of Y. 


fire have done the very ſame Thing by G. 
ceſterſhire and Wiltſhire. Let us therefore 
have a Meeting of the Clothiers of theſe two 
Counties to petition the Parliament, That the 
Torkſtire Looms and Mills may be all broke and 
deſtroyed : For they have run away with our 


Trade. 


This is fo r:diculous and abſurd a 1 


Propoſal, that I believe there is no Perſon liv- R 
ing, but muſt /e and feel it to be ſo. And 
yet let me aſk, Is not this the very Caſe with 8 
reſpect to the Objection againſt incorporating 
with Ireland? Or if there be a Difference be- 
tween the two Caſes, I ſhould be glad toknow 
wherein it conſiſts? Is Ireland to be looked 
upon as a diſtinct Kingdom? — more is the 
Pity: For as the two Kingdoms have but one 
common Head, — one common Intereſt both in 
Church and State, — the ſame Friends, — and 7 
the ſame Enemies; they ought to have been 


long ſince conſolidated together. 


Butallow- 7 


ing it to be called a diſtinct Kingdom at pre- 
ſent, till it is united: ſo is Yorkſhire a diſtin® 7 


County, and was formerly, in the Times of 
the Heptarchy, a Kingdom likewiſe diſtinct 
from the two Counties above mentioned. Is 


8 


Ireland 3 


* 
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X Treland a great Way diſtant from England? — 
X 7ork/hire is at a greater Diſtance ſtill from the 
Counties above mentioned. And the Commu- 
nication between them is not ſo eaſy by Land, 
for the Purpoſes of Commerce, as the other is 
: by Sea. | 


« BuT Ireland zs more advantageouſly fitu- 


„ oted for the Trade to the Weſt-Indies 
XX © Therefore—"" Therefore we muſt deny our 
"X own People the Benefit of Trading, BECAUSE 

they are advantageouſly ſituated for carrying it 
XZ on. This is a werghty Argument; Briſtol, for 
Inſtance, is better fituated for the 1r:þ Trade 
than London; therefore let us Londoners peti- 
tion, that the Port of Briſtol may be hcked up. 


Ir would be an endleſs, and a tedious Piece 
of Work, to wade through ſuch groſs and pal- 
pable Abſurdities. One Thing is plain and 


2 : obvious, that Se- Intereſt, the Bane of all 
XZ Publick Good, is driven to hard Shifts, in 
order to cover ſuch Vieus as ſhe dare not 


openly avow. If England itſelf was divided 


into to Kingdoms, one comprehending all 


the South, the other all the North Side of the 
Thames, and there were Vile Prohibitions 
againſt importing certain Sorts of Goods from 
London to Southwark, and vice verſa, and 
bigh Duties upon all the Reſt: Many Indivi- 
duals on both Sides, would find their own 
private Intereſt in upholding the Diviſion, and 
would cry out, upon any Propoſal being made 
for an Union=—Theſe Foreigners will run aa 

with our Trade They are better ſituated than 
Us 
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Us —— Our Trade is in Danger, But would 
this Cry weigh with upright Men on both 
Sides, who had the Welfare of the Commu- 
nity truly at Heart ff it would not, what 
ſhall we think of the ſame Argument, when 
urged againſt Great Britain's incorporating 
with Feland. h 


IV. PROPOSAL, 


AFTER ſuch an Union of the two King- | 


doms, as above propoſed, To lay by Degrees 
the Engliſh Taxes upon Ireland; and to eaſe 
the Engliſh of the moſt burdenſome of theirs in 
the ſame gradual manner. — Suppoſe, there- 


fore, the firſt Year, that the Eng/iþ Laws of 
Exciſe, and the Duties upon French Wines and 


Brandes, are extended to Ireland; then Eng- 


land might be eaſed of the Salt Tax, the ſame 
Year, or the fo//owing one. If in the ſecond | 
Year Jreland were charged with the Stamp 
and Paper Duties, England might be diſtharg- 


ed of the Tax upon Soap and Candles. If in 


the third, a Tax was laid upon the Window- | 


Lights in Ireland, the Coal Duties might be 
taken off from England, If in the fourth, the 
Tax was laid upon Coaches, this would ena- 
ble the Parliament to diſcontinue the Duty 
upon Leather, Laſtly, If in the fifth Year, 
Ireland was ſubjected to a Land-Tax, this 
would eaſe the Lands and Houſes of England 
of at leaſt one third of their Burden. 

V. PR O- 
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v. PROPOSAL, 


* To ſet up Woollen and Silk ManufaFures 
© in the Weſt of England, and South-Weſt of 
© Ireland, (ſuppoſing the former PROPYOS ALS 
to take Place) in order to rival the French. 

TRE Price * of Labour is as cheap in hoſe 
Parts, as any where in France. And when a 
proper Subordination is introduced, the Temp- 
tation of Eleclioncering removed, the moſt 
* grievous of our Taxes aboliſbed, and a Trade 
© let open; it is probable, that Labour migh 5 


FTE Price of Labour at the Places under mention- 
ed was given me, as follows: 
* Ar Liſl, the Wages of Journeymen Stocking and 
= Camblet Weavers, about 24 Sous per Day, i. e. about 
= 13 Pence Engliſh; a Sous being a little more than an 
= Halfpenny. 
* Abbeville and Amiens: Journeymen Weavers, and 
= Cloth-Workers, according to the Nature of the Work, 


3 and their Dexterity, from 20 to 50 Sous per Day, 


Ditto: To Women employ*d in the Manufacture, not 
more than 12 Sous per Day. 


3 Hedgers and Ditchers in the Country, about 10 Sous 


per Day. 
Nantes: Journeymen Ship-Carpenters, about 30 Sous 


; i per Day. 
Ca ſtelnaudary: Labourers mending the Canal of Lan- 


1 1 guedec, by the Jobb, earn about 12 Sous per Day. 


—* MNiſmes: Journeymen Weavers in the Silk and Stock- 
ing Trade, from 30 to 35 Sous per Day. 
* Marſeilles: Journeymen Taylors 30 Sous per Day.— 
Ditto Carpenters, 30, — Ditto Silk-Weavers, from 30 
to 35 Saus per Day. 
Toulon: 
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ſtill much cheaper: By which means, the ; : 
French might be cut out of a great deal of 


their Levant, and Spaniſh Trade. 


 MoxrxoveR, when the Woolen Manu- | 
factures come to be effectually eſtabliſhed in 
thoſe Parts, it will be next to impoſſible to 
run the Wool to France: For both the Wood 
itſelf will bear a better Price, fo as not to 
make it worth their while; and each Manu- | 
facturer will be a kind of Centinel, to pre- 
vent its being exported unmanufatiured. This 
therefore I Bk conceive, is a much bet. | 
ter Scheme of Prevention, than that of the 
Reverend Mr Smith, in his Memoirs of Moo; 
for 
Toulon: Journeymen Carpenters in the King's Yards, | 


39 Sous per Day. 


Lions: Journeymen Workmen have ſeveral Prices, : 
according to the Silks, Velvets, Gold Stuffs, Lace, Sc. 


&c. from 50 to 100 Sous per Day 


LanD-CARRIAGE of Goods from Marſeilles to 
Lions, and vice verſa, (230 Engliſh Miles) which is often | 
done either for Speed, or Safety; the Rhone being diffi- | 
cult to mount, and fine Goods may take Damage in 
going down, per Hundred, (108 /b. Engliſh) from 


to 7 Livres. N. B, A Livre is 10 Pence Halfpenny 
Engliſh. 


* Tax Scheme of Prevention propoſed by the Re- 
verend and Ingenious Author of the Memoirs of Wool, 
is to this Effect; „That the Ports be opened for Ex- 
portation, but that ſuch a Duty be laid upon the Wool, 
as ſhall greatly diſcourage, or rather abſolutely prevent 
the Exportation of it; unleſs the Markets in England 
happen to be ſo low, and thoſe abroad ſo high, that 
the Difference in the Price would countervail the Ex- 
pence of Carriage, Freight, and the Duty paid at Ex- 

portation. 
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| for it anſwers all the Ends propoſed by him in 
that Scheme, and is ſubject to none of thoſe 


Inconveniencies which his is generally ſuppoſed 


= to be attended with. This Gentleman, —for 
his indefatigable Labours in collecting all that 
has been ever ſaid upon the Subject, and pre- 
ſenting it to the Reader in one View, — for his 
© judicious Remarks, and the Pains he has taken 
in correcting many popular Errors, which had 
too generally prevailed, —moſt juſtly deſerves 
the univerſal Thanks and Applauſe of his 
Country. | 


Bur among the ſeveral Requiſites neceſſa- 
to enable us to rival the French in the Le- 


| vant and Spaniſh Trade, one, and which 
=D ought principally to be regarded, is, To lay the 
Trade open. Wherefore I now proceed to the 


VEL£:RQ+P-O-S AL. 


Viz. To lay open and extend our narrow 


434 reſtrained Companies; beginning with the 
Jury and Hudſon's Bay Companies, which 
hurt the Trade of Great Britain more eſſen- 


portation.“ This is his Scheme fairly ſtated: Upon 
which I ſhall only make this brief Remark, That the 
Quantity of Wool run from England is extremely incon- 
XE /iderable ; the Difficulty, Danger and Expence of Smug- 
© zling, together with the Huſb-Money, neceſſary on ſuch 
Occaſions, being already almoſt a ſufficient Bar: But 
it his Scheme took Place, the Quantity exported of long 

= combing Wool to make Stuffs, which the French chiefly 
want, would ſometimes be much greater, and the Price 
at home always dearer than it is at preſent, 


tiall y 
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tially with reſpect to Frarice, than any other lh 


Company can do. 


Hers, again, that «watchful Dragon, Seir- 
INTEREST, uill be apt to fake the Alarm; and 
I do not expect any thing I can ſay will have 
Charm enough to lay him aſleep. .- Many # 
ſpecious Reaſons have been offered in favour 
of excluſfve Companies; which, though they 
convinced none but thoſe that were intereſted ü 
in them, yet they ſerved to perplex a Debate, 


by drawing off Mens Attention from the true 
Merits of the Cauſe. 


ISR ALL endeavour therefore, for the fake 
of ſuch as have honeſt Intentions and a publick 
Spirit, to give an impartial State of the Caſe, 
with as much Clearneſs and Conciſeneſs as! 


Can. 


tion, calculated for the publicꝶ Good; as, 


I/, IN order to introduce Arts, Sciences, 
and Manufactures among a barbarous and -- 
vage People: Which was the Caſe with the RF 
late Czar of Muſcovy. It was neceſſary for 
him, in his Circumſtances, to give ſuch exten- 


ive Privileges to Merchants and Tradeſmen to 


come and ſettle in his Country, as would over- 


balance the Temptation of Self-Intereſt tor 
refiding any where elſe. 


2dly, IN order to induce ſcilſul Artificers | 
to come and inſtruct an ignorant People; which 
undoubtedly 1 


FiRsT then, I will allow, that in cer- 
tain Caſes, and at certain Junctures, excluſive 
Companies might have been a prudent Inſtitu- 
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» undoubtedly they will nor do, unleſs upon a 
valuable Conſideration. — This was the Caſc 
Erith our Eugliſb Princes about Two hundred 
1 ears ago, in granting ſo many Privileges and 
Wxemptions to the Flemz/b, and other foreign 
FManutacturers, 
': 8 344, In order to conquer the deep-rooted 
I abitual Lazineſs of a People, by bringing 
WE-xamples of Induſtry and the good Effects 
Pf it, before their Eyes. This, among other 
Reaſons, is much the Caſe with the Spaniſh 


Lourt at preſent, in being ſo deſirous of intro- 
e Nucing foreign Manufacturers into Spain. 
lh, I order to have a lange Capital, ſuf- 
(> cent to embark in any hazardous Undertak- 
1 vs which may call for great Sums to be 


xpended, before the Project can be brought 
Jo bear, and the Trade to anſwer. And where- 


7- 
es no private Perſons by themſelves, or volun- 
u. n Afoctations, can be ſuppoſed equal to 


uch an Undertaking ; therefore when Indivi- 
duals refuſe or decline, it is but reaſonable that 


65 Whoſe who adventure in a joint Stock ſhould 
he e incorporated, and have a Privilege exclud- 
cr og all others from interfering in this new 


ranch of Commerce, * till the Adventurers are 
F.2 2 
* If private Perſons will not aſſociate voluntarily to 
embark in ſome hazardous Undertaking, the better Way 
for would be, To allow a fuſftcicnt Premium or Bounty to 
encourage all Adventurers, rather than to grant exclu- 
ons | ſive Privileges to a few. For both the one and the other 
are a Charge on the Publick ; but the Monopoly is by 
ich | much the worſe, the deareſt, and the moſt difficult to 
be broken through, | 
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ſufficiently paid for the Riſes they ran, and the I 


Expences they were at. 


Now all theſe are very good and ſufficient 3 
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Reaſons, where they bold, for the Eſtabliſhing Mh 
of excluffve Companies. For it is better to 


have the Trade of an excluſive Company, than 
no Trade at all. And in proceſs of Time, ac- 
cording as the Reaſons for continuing them 
do ceaſe, the Trade ſhould be Laid open. 

st, THERE is alſo another Reaſon in 


certain Governments, whoſe Credit is not 


eſteemed good with the People, for the erect. 
ing of ſuch Publick Bodies. And that is, Fo 


the Sake of borrow:ng Money at an Exigenc,, 


when Individuals will of truſt them. This 


I believe, was the Caſe with our own Govern 4 


ment in former Times. 


Bur 6chly, There is ſtill a further Motive 
remaining, which, though a very bad an! 


ſcandalous one, yet it is to be feared, hath hal 


the greateſt Share in erecting Monopolies of al 1 


the Reſt, And that is, in plain, but very en- 
preflive Eng/iſh, Jo BBING. And moſt df 


the Charters for Monopolies, which were {7 
plentifully granted in the Time of King Chari: 


the Second, whoſe Pleaſures made himſel = 


and his Courtters very needy of Money, betra) 


the Original from which they were derived. 


— Particularly that famous one for the Hudſon's 
Bay Company, which is a Grant without any 


Bounds or Limits of Seas, Mountains, Rivers, 


Degrees of Latitude or Longitude; and there- tt 
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e N fore, if valid, might impower the Company 


to challenge all the Lands of America, which 


nt 
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were not 9 85 of by prior Grants, as well 


as the Coaſts on Hudſin's Bay. 


# Bur enough, I hope, hath been ſaid, as 
Sto the Reaſons for the Inſtitution of excluſive 
Kompanies. | 

My sEconp Attempt therefore, will be to 


4 4 ew, That none of theſe Reaſons do hold in 
ur preſent Circumſtances. -— For i any of 


hem do, let me aſk which? Is it the Firſt, 
Wecond, or Third? I believe the moſt ſan- 
guine Advocate for excluſive Companies, will 


Dot infiſt upon either of theſe. Is it then the 


ourth ?—This, I am aware, will be ch:efly 


Iinſiſted on. — Not that it can be pretended at 
his Day, That private Adventurers are either 
able, or unwilling to engage in any Trade 

Farried on by a Company, were it laid oben; 


Put the Pretence is, That a Recompence ſhould 


he made them, before they are diſſolved, for 


| he Expences they have been at. And doubt- 
Weſs, if the original Adventurers, or their Re- 


Preſentati ves, can make it appear, That they 
have vor YET received a reaſonable Profit 
Wor the Money advanced by them to make a 
Capital Stock, the Publick will conſider them 
Jar, as to make good the Deficiency, They 
have a Plea of Right and Equity for this. 
Hut they have no Colour of Right for any 
Emaginary Value, which they may put upon 
their Stocks. Nor is the Publick concerned to 


F 3 regard 
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regard it: Nay, the very Plea defeats itſelf: For i 
if their Stocks have Nees really fold in the 
Market greatly above Par, this is a plain Proof, ſ 
that they have received a reaſonable Profit . 
ready, for the Money advanced to make : 
Capital. — And therefore ought not to have 


any farther Compenſation. 


To proceed: As to the Fifth Reaſon for | 


excluſive Companies, there can be no Pre- 


tence for it any longer in our Times. For i: 
is well known, the Credit of our Government 


is ſo good, that Individuals rather chuſe to 


lend their Money upon Publick, than privat | 
Securities. _— And that they do it even on 


cheaper Terms. 


Wurkrokr, laſtly, If theſe Nuſamces to il 
a Free Trade, and the Publick Good, ſhall ii! © 
continue, it is too plain, that they will o 
their Preſervation to the ſame Cauſe that gave 


4-- ILL IS 7 
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them Bzrth, viz, A JoBB.—But that I may 
expreſs my utter Diſlike againſt them, in 


common with every” other Dis1INTERESTED | 


Man, who. w/hes well, to the Good of the | i 4 


whole Community, I ſhall go on, 
THIRDLY, To point out a few of the Prin. 


cipal Evils, and deſtructive Conſequences at- 
tending them. 


„ 1 
2 
3 


In | the-xf Place, Theſe cxclufur Comps 


nies cannot trade, if they were inclined, upon 


ſo ſo 440 Terms, as private Adventures would | | 
do, were the Trade laid open. So many Di- 


zan Super car goes, Storebouſe-keepers, Fac- 8 | 


1 | tors, 
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; . os, Agents, Clerks, — and all the Pickings of 


eir ſever a] Dependants : — fo many Fees, 


; IF weetnings, &c. from the Manufacturer, or 
ö I nder Merchant, that his Goods may have the 


Preference to others, — and the Expences of 


"F&-r7ying many Sorts of Goods from diſtant 


Parts of the Country, 'avhere they are manu- 
actured, up to the Metropolis, there to be 
Phipped off, inſtead of being exported from the 


ext convenient Port: Expences of Warehouſes, 


Wc. &c, make it inpeible for any Corporate 
Company to trade upon an equal Footing with 
Frivate Adventurers: — and conſequently of 
&-xtending their Dealings fo far as if the Trade 
Pas open. (+ For this Reaſon it has been 


Y ; always. found, That if private Adventurers 


Whall be permitted to engage in the ſame Trade, 
Whey will infallibly carry it away from the 
Company. “ And upon the ſame Principle, 
1 "If 
Wx have a convincing Proof of the Truth of both theſe 


Obſervations, 1/f, In the Caſe of the African Company, and 
the Briſtol and Liverpaole Traders: 2dly, We have ano- 


tber, and a woful one, in that of our Engliſh Company 
trading to Turky, and the French trading thither alſo 
from ar /cilles, Our Englih Company had formerly 
all the Trade for Cloth to the Levant : Which being ob- 


ſerved by the Prench, ever jealous of the Engliſh Com- 


merce, they ſet up Manufactures of their own in Imita- 


tion of them. Theſe Manufactures ſtil bear the Name 


from whence they were derived, viz, Londrins premiers, 


—Londrins og rag larges. — But they have 
ſo ſupplanted the Trade of London, becauſe it is in the 
Hands of an excluſive Company, that the Engliſh have 
little or nothing of a Trade, comparatively ſpeaking, in 
thoſe Paris. Whereas the French ſhipped off to the 

| Levant, 
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84 


If there are two Nations, Rivals in the ſan; 3 8 


open Trade, will always be ſuperior to the p 
other, which confines it to a Company :—. 7? x 
other Circumſtances ſuppoſed to be egua/, « 
nearly ſo j 
2dly, As they cannot trade ſo cheap 2 
private Adventurers, even were they inclined, 
> They muſt therefore neceſſarily omit many ' 
leſſer Branches, as not anſwering their Expent, 
which in the Hands of Ind:viduals would tur 
| to 


Levant, the very Day the Seas were free, after the Peace, 
July Z, 1748, FOUR THOUSAND Bales of the above. 
ſaid Cloth: Each Bale, one with another, worth about 8 
1200 Livres. That is about 210,000 J. Sterling in all. 
Ir it ſhould be ſaid, That the French have gotten 
this Trade from Us, not ſo much on the Account of © 
the Diſadvantage W E labour under from an excluſiv | 
Company, as the Advantageouſneſs of their Situation.! 
have this further Remark to offer; viz. That if the 
Trade was open, We have many Advantages which they 
have not, to counterbalance the Inconvenience of our 8. 
tuation. They are obliged to import moſt of their Wool Ph 
from Turky, Spain, or Africa, into Marſeilles; and to 
carry it chiefly by Land- Carriage from thence to Car- FR 
caſſonne, about 130 Miles. ——'Then to carry the Cloth FR 
back to Marſeilles; which cannot be done at a /mall FRY 
Expence. They are alſo obliged to fetch Tin, Lead, and 
Shot from England, and Spices from Holland, for the 
Turky Markets; in all which we have moſt certainly 1 

the Advantage over them. And therefore, if we had 
Moollen Manufactures erected in the Weſt of England, . 
and the South-Weſt of Ireland, (according to PRO o- 
SAL V.) where Labour is as cheap as in any Part off 
France, where we have Wool on the Spot, — and when jam 
manufactured, might be immediately exported, . I! 
ing Wy 
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to good Account, and perhaps give Bread to 
RT bouſands of Families. Theſe Articles are 
alled ſer, not becauſe they are I/ extenſive, 
or perhaps in that Reſpect they may be the 
0: reateſt, but becauſe they are 4% gainful; 

Prhich therefore a Company muſt leave un- 
4 aouched, unleſs they will trade to their own 


, „0. 


Ny Bur, 3dly, It muſt be obſerved, That the 
|, ies of every excluſive Company are quite of 
I g different Nature from what was ſuppoſed 
to ove. c For they do not, and never did, de- 
ce, Pre to trade as cheap as others, but as much 
ve- Fearer as they can. The Charter itſelf ſecures 
ou hem from any Competitors; and therefore 
ll. 

nen hey have 10 need to ſeek to get the Trade to 
t of Ihemſelves by ſelling cheap. But on the con- 
et rary, whereever they have the Market to them- 
Ni Fes, they will 49th ſell and buy at their own 
they | rice. | 

8. Tus is the greateſt and moſt zntolerable of 
oo! the Evils of Monopolies. It is a Proſtitu- 
. 1 2 tion 
Joch eing carried up to London; — where Tin, Lead, and 
nal! ices, may be had upon much eaſier Terms than they 
and an at Marſeilles: I ſay, with all theſe Advantages, and 
- the In open Trade, we could more than counterbalance any 
inly bs vantage that the French can draw from the Situation 


had f Marſeilles: and then we might import the raw Ma- 
land, rials of Silk, Camels Hair, Skins, &c. much cheaper 
ro- Han at preſent, to the Emolument of Thouſands of 
't of Families. But for a more particular Detail of the Na- 
yhen ure of the Turiy Company, ſce a little Tract juſt pub- 
hout I Iſhed, entitled, Reflections on the Expediency of opening 
being e Trade to Turky, printed for T. Trye, Holborne. 
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tion of the Trade and Welfare of the Publici, 
to the mercileſs Ravages of greedy Individual 
z+ We may the better judge of the miſchiey. | 
ous Effects of all Monopolies, by attentrvely l. 
ſerving the indefatigable Pains, and great Fx. 
pence, which every je/f-intere/ted Perſon chea- 
fully ſubmits to, in order to acquire it, eve | | 
in a free Trade. For if he has a large Capi. | 
tal, he will #n& ſome Part to underſell anothe | 
Adventurer, who has leſs, in order to BRE i 
HIM: and then, when he has done that, it] | 
will raiſe the Price of his Commodities again 
ſo as to make himſelf ſoon whole for the Lyſz! 
he had incurred. Now if a private Merchan 7 
can find his Account in lo 1 ſo much Mo! 
in order to get at a Monopoly in a free J rad = 
what exorbitant Gains muſt an exclufive Com 1 
pany make, who are fenced in by Law, al 
ve none to rzval them? I 
> Navy the Evil becomes without Reni 
in this latter Caſe. — For whereas in the fu. 
mer, either the Engroſſer himſelf, or his F. 
mily, will retire from Buſineſs, after they hat 
amaſſed great Riches; by which means ti 
Trade will again be opened. In the latter Cafe, 
vir. that of a Company, One ſucceeds anothr 
upon the ſame Plan of preying upon the Public, 4 
_— Intermiſfion, So that neither the 
Death, nor exorbitant Wealth of one Set d 
Proprietors, give Us any Proſpect of being d. 
livered from the K and Oppreſſion of il 
next, 858 : $1: 
iy) 
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vor the Affair of a Public Company (viz. 


Hudſoms Bay) was, * laſ Sc ons, brought up- 
Sn the Carpet before the Britiſp Parliament. — 
Tei us fee, therefore; What they had to ſay 


I&- themſelves, when called upon by their Su- 
or, —and when, doubtleſs, they ſaid all 


Wy could, — and gave every thing the be/? 
ohuring. eis eee eee 1 
II appears, therefore,, from the Papers, 
Which the Honourable Committee, appointed 
examine into the State of their Affairs, were 
Neaſed to make publick, for the general Infor- 
ation of the Kingdom, That the following 


IF articulars were proved to the Satigfadlion of 


e Committee, —and even were not contradic- 
d by the Agents for the Company, _ 
% TuaT the Company always have di 


F-ur1ged the | /ettling.a Colony in any Part of 


eir vaſt and boundleſs Empire. wry | 
ah, Thar they diſcouraged the Com- 
Sany's Servants from conver/ng with the In- 
Fans, whereas the French promoted an Inter- 
Fourſe with each other as much as poſſible. 

$ 3dy, Tur the Climate is much warmer, 
nd the Soil better, higher up the Country, 
Whan towards the Sea-fide.—..Yet no Settlements 
Wottempted.. ... dr. 620 
4thly, Taxr the French have extended 
heir Settlements more and more: and where= 


ever they have come near the Engliſh, they 


have carried moſt of the Trade from the Eng- 


lin, — not vice verſa. 


thl 
* Viz. In the Year 1748. . 
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5thly, Tnar the Forts * pretended tobe 
erected and garriſoned, are of no Strength, wer. 
they attacked by an European Enemy; and 
only ſerve to ſubje& the Indians to the Cn. 
mand of the Company. = 
A great Streſs is laid by the Advocates for excluſ; 
Companies, on the Neceſſity of erecting Forts in cerum 
diſtant Countries, for. ſecuring the Trade to ourſelve;! 
Therefore they infer Companies ought to be eſtavlili.! 
ed in order to ſupport this Expence. A ſtrange Arg 
ment this! And a ſtranger Inference] For if Fon 
are neceſſary to be erected; againſt whom are thy 
neceſſary? Not againſt the People of the Country wiv! 
are to trade with us. That is too abſurd. — We arc! 
cultivate their Friendſhip, and ought to ingratiate ou- 
ſelves by all due Acts of Kindneſs, into their Favou 
But if theſe Forts are neceſſary to be erected, in ore 
to keep the whole Trade to ourſelves, and prevent oth? 
European Nations from interfering with us; How cancer 
then to paſs, that we were ſome Years ago fo alarmed: 
the Oftend Company, who had no Forts, and no Deſign 
attacking ours? Vet it is very plain, they could carr) 
on a Trade, and even underſell the Engliſh Eaf1-li 
Company, notwithſtanding their Forts. And the fam 
Fears are again revived with regard to the Embden Com 
pany eſtabliſhed by the King of Pruſſia.— If the Trac 
was now to be laid open, ſubject only to the ſingle Reftric FR 
tion, That the private Traders ſhould not come into de 
fame Ports or Harbours, where the Companies hae 
Forts :—What would be the Conſequence ? Plainly 
this; That the Companies would be ruined: and e. 
private Adventurers, though deſtitute of Forts, would u 
all theTrade from them. If it is ſaid, That theſe 
Forts are neceſſary to guard and defend their Magazine: 
againſt Thieves and Robbers; How then comes it to pals, 
that the Ea/i-India Company themſelves have none on 
the Coaſt of China, were the People are ſaid to be © 


thievil 
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6thly, Tu aT many other Branches, beſides 
ee ſtaple Trade of the Company, might be at- 
mpted, were the Trade open, with the great- 
Probability of Succeſs —Particularly the 


"IK. cral Branches of the Fiſheries: Whereas 
% e Company, who know when they are well, 
a one of their Witneſſes expreſſed himſelf, or 


u & Words to that Effect, give themſelves no 
Foncern about the Matter. 

= 7:bly, THAT the Indians do actually take 

„great many more Beaver, than they carry to 

e Factories. Not finding it worth their 

b:le to bring more to trade with. 


W:-vib and diſboneft as in any Place in the World ?—— 
Dad how did the Briſtol and Liverpocle Traders main- 
Win their Ground along the Coaſt of Guinea, without 
Ports, where the Natives are much more warlike than in 


mie: y Part of India. Beſides, the Affair of Madraſs has 
edu Wfficiently opened our Eyes, as to the Uſe and Importance 
ono theſe pretended Forts, —and the National Advantage 
cam iung from them. And as to the Forts in Hudſon's Bay, 
[ni ather Charlevoix obſerves in his Hiſtory of Canada, 
ſam at when a French Veſſel with about fifty Hands, ap- 
om ared before the beſt of theſe Forts, the brave Engliſh 
[race Povernor ſurrendred without firing a Gun! Thus it is, 
ſtrtie - hat Forts, in the Hands of excluſive Companies, have 
o the eſended the Honour, and preſerved the Commerce of 
have FR reat Britain / 

lainy Bor even allowing, that they are neceſſary and ad- 
d the antageous to the general Trade of the Nation; What 
1d get eed then of a Company? Is it not a National Con- 
thele ern? If ' fo, Why ſhould they not be erected and 
ines“ upported at a National Expence? Take the Argu- 
paß, Rent therefore either way, What Reaſon is there for an 
ne on Nclaſive Company ? 

be 3 f | | 


8thly, 


1ev40 
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_- Bibly, THAT the Indians cannot carry lar; 
Quantities, not any thing jo large as they tak: | 


in Hunting, were they deſirous, - hecauſe ther 


Canoes, deeply haden, are not able to dan 
the Haves and Storms they may meet wit 
upon the La fes ;---becauſe they are forced eu 


unload very often, and carry the Skins up 


their Backs, on account of the Fails and Cu. 
rents; which create much Fatigue and IL. 
hour, and Loſ of Time: - becauſe alſo they 
to bunt as they travel, for the 
daily Suſtenance; which Article alone cauſs 
a Delay of a Fortmght, and longer, in goin 
the Space which might be gone in thr: 


are obliged 


Days. 

By , 9thly, all theſe Inconvenzencies migit 
be ea/tly remedied, by erecting a Fort abou 
Sixty Leagues above York Fort upon Nea 
River, upon a Fork, where the River divide; 
by making a Settlement about Eighty d 
Ninety Leagues above that, upon the Lake d 
Pacbegoia, --- and by introducing our EH 
pean Conveniencies of Magazines and Carr. 
ages, By theſe Means, all the Beaver wou 
be , Which the Indians now make uf] 


of otherways, as not anſwering to bring it ti 


the Forts, - the Time might be ſaved, — and 


the French driven to relinquiſh all that Trade. 
In ſhort, both our Exports, and our Import 


would be prodigioufly increaſed; and mam] 


Tribes of Indians would, in that large Trac 
of Country, be brought to trade with thx 


Engl 
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g, who have yet ſcarcely heard of the 
ke Þ gliſb Name. As. 

* So many important Particulars alledged, —= 
ved. and even not contradicted, one would 
ink, would have been ſufficient to have car- 
ed any NATIONAL C Aus, againſt the 
vate Intereſt of a few Individuals. 

8 Bu T---Let us in the next Place ſee, What 
ey and their Friends had to offer in Juſti- 
ation of their Conduc,----Pretending, that 
hey carried on a Trade equally beneficial to 


uſe e Nation, as if the Trade was open. 
* ur 1/ Thing alledged, was, That they 
ke 


y all the Beaver which is brought them; — 
d if more was offered, more they would buy. 


igit Tus may be very 7rue; and yet no ways 
0: conſiſtent with the Charge ſummed up in 
el Pe above-recited Particulars, againſt them.-- 
de; ne Indians, as ſavage as they are, have the 


EY aruxar Locick of feeling when they 


e of See wwe // or il. uſed, as well as other People: 
od it they find Setter Treatment in one Place 
rr. 


Wan another, will go to the be, and have as 
ftle Dealings with the worff, as they can. 
othing but abſolute Neceſſity will oblige them 
Pr any People) to bring their Goods to a Mar- 
et, where they expect lefbreband to be ill 
d. And for that Reaſon, they will bring 


por Ws little as they can. But when they have 
vr T ought them, Neceſjity oblices them to fell 
ra 


Fee i give. It Hy 
Wherefore be very true, that the Company buy 
: all 


2 be. 
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all the Furrs that are offered them. --- If th 
did not give half as much in Barter as they 
they would buy all; becauſe it would not 
worth the Indians while to carry them bad 
and becauſe they greatly wanted Eur. 
Goods. But theſe Indians would ſeek ant 
Market againſt the next Time, if they cou: 
and would bring zo more Goods to the (i 
pany, than abſolute Neceſſity obliged them 

Bu r, 2dly, It was alledged, That if » 
Goods were given to the Indians in Excha 
they would not bring more Beavers; becuri 
they are an idle, lazy Race of People; nv 
having no artificial Wants to gratify, hw 
no Ambition to ſpur them on to take nw 
Pains, — It is true, They have not ſuch 
ficial Wants as We have; They do not wa 
ſumptuous Houſes and Gardens, rich Fur 
ture, or Coaches and Chairs. Rut they v 
Beads, Bells, little Looking-Glaſſes, Rina al 4 
ſuch Trinkets ; (beſides many Articles of tha 
Cloathing, Bedding, Hunting, Fiſhing, = 
Fowling) and are as impatient to be gratji 
in theſe Reſpects, as we can be in ours. 
theſe Things, therefore, they are as coveto 
and ambitious as the Reſt of Mankind, ; 
as much Pains to acquire them, — and re 
and murmur at the Factories, when they hu 
not as much for their Commodities as the 
think they deſerve. Beſides, it ſhould be } 
membered, that Hunting is rather a Diver 
with them, than a Teil; and that, in + 4 


FF Ax ESSAY bw” TRADE. 81 
they do take a n more than they bring 
down to the Forts, — What they conſider 
ot“ as a hl, is not the hunting Part, but the 
ba being obliged to be the Porters of what they 
ee have taken in Hunting, down to the Facto- 
— W ries; and yet be paid ſ little for their Trou- 
ou, ble. 2 | | 

(nX Bor, 3dly, As to the Charge againſt them, 
Jof Exporting fo little of our own Manufac- 
eures; it was faid by their Advocates, That 
if Five Thouſand Pounds worth of Goods 
ougbt all the Furrs the Indians had to ſell, 
What * Sum was as good as Ten Thouſand 
Pounds: Nay, it was better; becauſe there- 
by Five Thouſand Pounds were ſaved to the 
ation, Turrs 


Turk was an egregious Fallacy uſed in this 
WArgument, — If the Barter or Exchange with the In- 
Jian had been in Bullion, the Argument would have 
eld good; and ſo much Money would have been ſaved 
Wo the Nation. But as it was all in our own Manufac- 
ures, i. e. the Labour of our own People, the. Dimi- 
Wiſhing of ſuch Exports, is in Fact the Diminiſbing of 
or own Manufatures, and defrauding the Nation of 
e much Labour, whereby the Hands employed in thoſe 
anufactures muſt become a Rent-charge upon the Pub- 
Wick,—or feal,—or far ve, or fiytheir Country. The 
Wy Limitation which ought to be put upon the Quan- 
Y of our own Manufactures, to be exported, is what 
he Nature of the Thing will of et put upon them; 
z. To export no more than is conſiſtent with the rea- 
able Gains and Profit of the Exporter. If he can 
Ford to export Ten Thouſand Pounds worth of 'Engli/h 
Manufactures, where an excluſive Company would ex- 
Port but Five Thouſand ; EE for the general Good 4 
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Tx1s is a Reaſon, which is ſpecious enough | 3 
at firſt View, but will not bear the examining. 


Firſt ther 


upon it, That the Indians had more Furrs to | 
ſell, if the Company would have given a /uf- | 
ficient Price to the Indians, to have made it | 
worth their while to have brought them doun; 
or rather, If the Company had built Settle | 


ments and ines higher up, ſo as to have 


ſuperſeded the Neceſſity of the Indians coming | 


down. | 


gue with them upon their own State of the | 
Caſe. Now if Five Thouſand Pounds worth 


for the ſame Reaſon, One Thouſand Pound 
worth is better till, becauſe more would be 
ſaved to the Nation. Suppoſe therefore, that | 
the Company, and every other Exporter in the 
Kingdom, (for every other has the ſame Rig! | 
of arguing in this manner) ſuppoſe, I ſay, 1 


the Country, chat he ſhould do it. And all Trade ou 


to be laid free and open, in order to induce the Ex-. k 
porters to riual each other; that the Publick may ob- 
tain this general Good by their Competitor ſhip. But 


ur 2d, We will allow the Fact, and ar- | 


of f tures, in this Reſpect, is as goa 
nay better than Ten T, Ifen Pen worth; 


efore, we deny the Fact; and inſiſt l 
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they cannot afford to export ſo much, there is no ned 


to reſtrain them by Laus and Penalties, from doing th« | | 


which their own private Intereſt will ſuggeſt to then | 


ſoon enough, And it is really aſtoniſhing, That ſuch 3 | 
Fallacy, ſo groſs in itſelf, ſo deſtructive in its Conſe - 


uences, could have eſcaped the Notice of a Brit 


nate, and could have paſſed nat only without Cenſure, 


TY F 


but with ſome Degree of Applauſe. - 
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2 Exporters could the Exportations of 
our own Taft by nine Tach, and yet 
could as much Money, or Effects in re- 
turn, as they had before; What would be 
| nence? Why, only this, That cheſe 
© Exporters would become PriNCcEs; and the 
Net of the Kingdom -BecGcars. They would 
de like a Spaniſh Don in Mexico, or Peru, who 
© has a prodigious rich Mine, which required 
but few Hands to work it. And therefore he 
indeed would be a great Lord; but all his 
Wealth would not enrich the Neighbourhood, 
ſo much as a fingle Manufafture here in Eng- 
and, which being branched out into various 
Hands, gives a comfortable Subſiſtence to many 
Families, caufing a general Circulation of La- 
r. 
I is not therefore Gold and Silver, conſidered 
nerely in tbemſelves, that can make a Kingdom 
fourth, but the Parceling them out into proper 
Sharet, by means of the Diuiſians and Sub- 
¶diuiſſons of different Trades. Without this 
al the mare Riches in a few Hands, —the greater 
ug would be the Poverty of the Reſt, and the 
more abject᷑ and their State would be. 
And if all Merchants were no better Common- 
nel wealths Men than theſe, the Interior of a 


5 
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; chat Kingdom would be very littie profited by Fo- 
ol reign Merchandize, —nay, in ſome Reſpects 
one. would be much the Worſe. | $4; 

ritjh lx ſhort, fuch an Argument as this, viz. to 


aſure, PY decreaſe our s, and zncreaſe their Price 
4 abroad, BEYOND what is neceſſary for the 
& .- 2 com- 


5 
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comfortable Subſiſtence of the Merchant. and = 
Manufacturer, Is only worthy of fuch a Cauſe. 


Were it put in Practice, it would get all the 


Wealth of the Nation into a few Hands, == it 


would turn nine Tenths of our Manufacturers 
a Begging, —and reduce them to the Neceſſity 
of becoming Lacqueys and Footmen to ſuch | 
Exporters, —or ſtarving, —or flying the Coun- 


try. - It would int the Value of our Land, 


and bring ſwf? Deſtruction on the Manufac- 
turer, Farmer, Gentleman, and all Stations, = 


except the Exporter, He indeed would be 


GREAT,---and he alone, One may therefore 


the better judge of the Goodneſs of ſuch « 
Cauſe, which required ſuch kind of Argument 
to ſupport it. And ſo much for exclufrve Con. 


panties. 


vu. PROPOSAL. 


To encourage Foreign Merchants and Trades | 
men to ſettle among Us, by a general Naturali- | 
zation Act for all Proteſtants. And if it be 
judged improper to admit them into Offices of 
Truſt or Power, it is eaſy to add a Clauſe, Þ 
That theſe Privileges ſhall ſtill be confined to 


the natural-born Subjects. 


Hrxx again the baleful Spirit of Self. 


tereſt exerts all its Powers to oppoſe ſo publick 


and general a Benefit. Mat] muſt Fi- 
* retgners, and we know not who, come and tak! 


« the Bread out of our Mouths? An honeſt 


Cambri- K& 


dd. a * r 
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4] ¶ Cambro-Briten would have called all Engliſh-. 
nen Foreigners, and he knows not who, But 


A wvaving that, —Let mecalmly aſk, What Bread 
do they eat and out of whoſe Mouths? It 
by muſt be Engliſh Bread: The Corn grew here, 
5 as manufactured, was ſold here. And the 
; Poreigners, who eat it, earn it by their La- 
5 eur, and pay for it. So far then, we hope, 
% here is no Offence. The more Inhabitants there 
ere to conſume the Produce of our Lands, the 
better can the Farmer and the Gentleman pay 
hk | Their Shopkeepers and Tradeſmen, and the more 
aur anufactures will they conſume in every Re- 


ect. Let us ſee therefore, in the next Place, 
Hut of whoſe Mouths do they take this Bread? 
" f they introduce new Manufactures, or carry 
, Rthoſe already eſtabliſhed to greater Perfection, 
In that Caſe the Publick is greatly benefited, 
"Rnd no Individual can be injured. If they 
*mploy themſelves only in ſuch as are already 
ſettled and 7 ag they will not defraud the 
> Mouths of ſober, frugal, and induſtrious Per- 
ſons, who may work as cheap, and can work 
is well as Fore:gners, And therefore ſhould 
pe obliged to do both, It can be, therefore, 
done but the abandoned, debauched, and diſſo- 
jute, who would chuſe to be idle three or four 
Days in a Week, and want to have their 
„ages fo high as to ſupport this Extravagance, 
aer] That can = ſuch lan? And {hall 


715 they be heard? Shall we continue the Exclu- 
— Nin of all ſober and induſtrious Foreigners, ſo 
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much to the National Diſadvantage, merely 3 


to gratify the extravagant and ureaſonable | 1 
Humours of ſuch Wretches as thefe? Sute- 


ly, it is to be hoped, we ſhall e more 
prudent Meaſures, both for 2 and 
their own. 

Bur we are told farther, * That 
« liſh Tradeſmen, of every Denomination, are 
„ vsED fo live better f Tan Foreigners; and 
therefore CANNOT afford to work or ſell ſo 


« cheap as they. ge it ſo: Carry then this 
Argument to a Foreign Market, and ſee whe- | 


ther it will perſwage the Inhabitants of that 
Country to trade with you. A French, and 
an Engliſh Merchant, are Competitors with, and 
Rivals to each other in the Markets of Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Turky, and in ſhort all over 
the World. The French Man offers his Goods 
at 20, 15, 10, or 5 per Cent. cheaper than 


W bk. Os . 
» 5 


the Engliſo.— Our Countryman is — 
ed, he will not ſell his Goods as ches 
as others ? His Anſwer is, That the Manu | 


cc facturers and Merchants live better in Eng- 


land than Foreigners do, and therefort le 
* cannot afford it.” This is a moſt perſewa/ive [a 
Argument. en he will /e# much! 


Cloth by alledging it. -Iie is aſked again, 
Why they wi 4 in his 8 ade; 1 Fo- 
et 


reigners, who work ch 


_—_ that ſo they may be wy Ars to trade upon | 
2 Footing with their Neighbours? To 
replies, * " os VET" and be knows | © 
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y | | be not 10ho, ought not to come and take the Bread 
ſe | Ri out of the Mouths' of the Natives. Such 
ind of Reaſoning muſt give them an high 


e Idea of the Senſe and Diſcernment of our Coun- 
d |= Reryman. Let us therefore apply the Caſe to 

J oürſelves, and not argue in that abſurd and 
f ridicuhus Manner at home, which he is repre- 


ſented as doing abroad. 

4 Tx Admiſſion then of Foreigners to ſettle 
jo | Fin our Country, is ſo far from taking the Bread 
is | Rout of the Mouths of the Natives, that it is 
e- | putting Bread into the Mouths of thoſe, who, 


at | Fotherwiſe, in a ſhort Time muſt have none. 
nd © For the Engliſʒ muſt trade, at leaſt, upon an 
d ſegual Footing with other Nations, or not trade 
n, | Ret all.—And then, when the not Trading at 
'er | Fall is the Conſequence, we ſhall indeed have 
ds no Foreigners - lam of, but we ſhall 
an | ] have a kf er Evif:— and then, Ps 
d- | when it is 25 nt the moſt Se Interefled 
ah | — 5d rhe ler ſorry, that we had not ad- 
th the frugal and induſtrious from all Parts 
g- of the Word to ſhare the Gains of Trade 
be | wich them, rather than to have none at all. 


e Bor let us try all this Reaſoning by plain 
ich Matters of Fact. The Town of Birmingham, 
in,, for Example, admits all Perſons to come and 
'0- ſettle among them; whom, though they are 
ns 8 Enghfhmen, the original Natives of the Place 
on FF may as juſtly term Forergners with regard 
To to them, as we ſtile other Nations by that 

Name. 4.8 6 Foreigners, therefore, and [ 
G 4 & Know 
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« know' not who, came from all Parts, al 3 
ͤſettled at Birmingham; and took the Bread 2 
* out, of the Mouths of the original Natives. 4 
What then was the Conſequence of this great | 3 
Wickedneſs ? Why, within theſe few. Years, 
the Trade. and Building s of the Town hayc 
been prodigiouſly — and all the Eſtates 
for a great many Miles round, have felt the 
Benefit of this great Acceſſion of Trade and 
Inhabitants. Birmingham, from being a Place 
of little Conſequence, is now become. one df 
the moſt flouriſhing and confiderable in the 
Kingdom. And there is no Town, with it; | 
excluſzve Charters, that can boaſt of ſo many | 
ſkilful Artiſts, as this which admits all Comer: 
MoREoOVER, there are fewer Beggars in 
this Town,: Mancheſter and Leeds, where al 
are free, than in any which has Companies of Þ 
Trades, and excluſive Charters. So true 
and certain it is, That theſe Rights and od N 
vileges, as they are called, = multiply the 
Numbers of «+4 Poor, inſtead of diminiſhing Þ 
them; becauſe they damp the Spirit of In- 
duſtry, Frugality, and Emulation, A Manu- Þ 
facturer, who knows, that no Foreigner dare 

come in to be a Competitor againſt him, thinks 
himſelf PRIVILEGED to be idle. And all fuch ÞR 
Privileges are juſt ſo. many Combinations to 
Ink the Value of Lands, and prevent the Ex. 
tenſion of Commerce. 
Tux other Inſtance I ſhall mention, is the Þ 
Caſe of the French ee, who fled 20% 
the 
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ne Perſecution of Lewis XIV, and took re- 


ge in England. But great was the Outcry 
Roainſt them, at their firſt coming. Poor 
England would be ruined ! Foreigners en- 
couraged ! And our own People ftarving /” 
his was the popular Cry of thoſe Times. 
Wut the Looms in Spittle-Fields, and the Shops 
Ludgate-Hill, have at laſt ſufficiently taught 
another Leſſon. And now, it is hoped, we 
Way ſay without Offence, Theſe Hugonots have 
en ſo far from being of Dzſſeruvice to the 
ation, that they have partly got, and partly 
ved, in the Space of fifty Years, a Balance in 
r Favour of, at leaſt, FirTyY MILLIONS 
Perling. 


- 
2 


"X 1x ſhort, Self-Intereſt apart, What good 
eaſon can be aſſigned, why we ſhould not 


mit Foreigners among Us? — Our Country 
but thinly inhabited, in Compariſon to what 


nige be: And many hundred Thouſands 
Acres of good Land, in England and Wales, 
It to mention Scotland and Ireland, lie either 


Wtirely waſte, or are not ſufficiently cultivated, 
want of Hands, and Perſons to conſume the 
oduct. Our vaſt Commons, all over the King- 
pm, and many of the Foreſts and Chaces, might 

E parcelled out in Lots, to ſuch of the Foreign- 


as chuſe a Country Life; and the Reſt might 


d Employment, 1n ſome ſhape or other, in 
e different Manufactures. Ihe Natives of 
gland likewiſe do not increaſe fo faſt, as 
doſe of other Countries; our common People 
| | being 


being much more abandoned and debauche | 
The Marriage State alſo is not ſufficiently e-“ 
conraged among Us: and ten Thouſand cn. 
mon Whores are not ſo fruitful (ſetting aſi ÞY 
the Sin of the Parents, the Diſeaſes of th: 
few Children that are born, and their wan? 
of a proper and virtuous Education) I fv, BY 
10,000 common Whores are not ſo fruit! 
as fifty healthy young married Women, th] 
are honeft and virtuous : By which Mean, © 
the State is defrauded of the Increaſe of u? 
wards of 199 Subjects out of 200, ever WA 
Year. Add to all this, that it has been log JS 
obſerved by Men of Thought and Specul- Wa 
tion, That more young Children die in En: Wi 
land from the Birth to tuo Years old, tha 
in any other Country. The Sea likewiſe, a 
bur extenſive Plantations, are a continual Du 
us. And the manufacturing Poor # 
home are Eilling themſelves, and, if I may be 
allowed the Expreſſion, their Pofterity likewil, 7 
as faſt as they can, by thoſe ſure In/frument 
of Death, Gin and Spirituous Liquors. Ft 
ALL theſe Reaſons therefore, as well as 01 
Account of herrin the Price of Labour, and 
preventing the Combinations of Journeymen, {0 
toudly complained of, and ſeverely felt through: 
out the Kingdom, it is hambly hoped, Thad 
thoſe Perſons who have hitherto oppoſed th 
Naturalization Bill, will ſee Cauſe to chang 
their Sentiments ; and will look upon it * 
highly 2c and expedient, and productive " : 
| | J 
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Sany thouſands of Manufacturers, both in Silk 
Ia Woollen, in the South of France, all zeal- 
&: Proteſtants, who would gladly come over, 
ey could learn that they ſhould meet with 
© kind Reception. As to the Difficulty of 
Paking their Eſcape out of the French King's 
Dominions, they would find Ways and Means 
Þ deceive even the Vigilance of their Govern- 
, by retiring, as it were one by one, and 
moving under various Pretences, towards the 
Panufacturing Towns in Picardy and French- 
Flanders, (from whence they could fo eaſily 
Wk over to us) were they ſure of finding Pro- 
E&Xtion and reaſonable Encouragement. 
England and France are Rivals to each o- 
Her, and Competitors in almoſt all Branches of 
ce, every Angle Manufacturer fo com- 
Ng over, would be our Gain, and a pouBts 
Loss to France, 
EZ Ueon a Review of this Propoſal, as it ſtood 
n the Second Edition, the Author cannot ſee 
y Cauſe for that Fury and Refentment, fo 
Wberally beſtowed upon him, for offering his 
Thoughts, he hopes in no 9 manner, 
o publick Conſideration. — If his Arguments 
Pere inconciiſtive, why were they not anſwer- 
Ed ? If abſurd, they ought to have been de- 
Wpiſed : But fince they were thought worthy 
pf fo much Notice, why doth not ſome Per- 
en undertake to confute a late Treatiſe, viz. 
A Neflections on the Expediency of naturalizing 


; forergn 
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foreign Proteſtants, wrote expreſsly to vind- 
cate this Propoſal? Such a Method wou! 
have been fair and ingenuous, deſerving the 
Regard of the Publick, and the Thank 
of the Writer of this Treatiſe, who wou! 
have thought it zo Diſgrace to have acknoy. 
ledged his Error in the moſt open Manner.— 
But it ever was the hard Fate of thoſe wh 
have laboured to promote the true Inter; 
of their Country, and to eſtabliſh a gener! 
Syſtem for the Propagation of National Viriu 
and Good Morals, to be vilified and inſulted, 
while Living, and never to have real Juſlice 
done to their Characters, till they are dead, 
A Man may write Pieces of Entertainment, 
and be applauded : — Or he may dip his Pen 
in Gall for the Uſe of a Party, and be adored: 
But he muſt not bend his Studies for the ge 
neral Good, with a Dependence on any othe: 
Reward, than that which ariſes in his own 8 
Breaſt for having done his Duty. 


VIII. PROPOSAL. 


— Bb ied ek Rt 


To encourage a Trade with our own Plan- 
tations, in all ſuch Articles as ſhall make jo 
the mutual Benefit of the Mother Country, and 
ber Colonies. 

T xx Reaſons for this Propoſal are very ob- 
vious and convincing : — and yet, as Hin- 
tereſted Perſons will be apt ta ſtart 3 | © 

and n 
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" Ind raiſe Difficulties, it may be proper to ex- 
atiate upon theſe Reaſons a little. 
, THEREFORE, It is neceſſary that we 
ould encourage a Trade to our own Planta- 
ons for all Sorts of Naval Stores, in order 
Pat we may not be too dependent upon the 
and Pleaſure of Foreign Courts, with re- 
rd to theſe neceſſary Things. Many, if not 
oft of the Implements for Navigation, and 
aſequently for a Sea War, are purchaſed 
om the ſeveral Nations bordering upon the 
altick. Suppoſe then that Sweden, Ruſſia, 
Denmark, ſhould, for certain Reaſons of 
ate, or by the Intrigues of the French, lay 
p Embargo on theſe Commodities, at a Cris 
When we greatly wanted them; or ſhould 
ie them to Us, and /e// them to our Ene- 
Wics ; to what a diſtreſſed Situation would this 
duce Us? and who can tell what might be 
he Conſequences of it? And as the Politicks 
Princes are ever fluctuating and changing, 
Why ſhould we put it in the Power of an 
Fotentate to have ſuch a Command over Us 1 
= 2dy, As the Balance in regard to all theſe 
ountries is conſiderably againſt Us, common 
J, -1dence will ſuggeſt, that we ought to turn 
in or Favour, if we can. Now this we 
all be able to do (or at the worſt, bring it to 
Equilibrium, which in itſelf is no diſadvan- 
Heeous kind of Commerce) if we can purchaſe 
We lame Commodities in our own Plantations, 
yhich we uſed to import from theſe Countries. 
f Beſides, 
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Beſides, the Balance is not only againſt Ui 
with regard to Sweden, but alſo the very Mong 
which is drawn from Us by means of this 
ing Trade, is converted to ſupport a Frend 
Iatereſt, in Oppoſition to ours. But 

34ly, WERE the Caſe indifferent, ulm 
we traded, (which it is not) the natural Af. 
fection, which the Mother Country ſhoul 
Have for her Colonies, where we haye ſo may 
Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, ſhouli 
determine Us to give them the Preference, = 
But indeed our own Intereſt is nearly and 9; 
ally concerned in this Affair: For, 
thy, UNLE$s we promote a Trade wi 
them, and take off the Growth and Cum moditit 
of their Plantations, they will be reduced t 
the Neceſſity of Offering them to Sale at oth! 
Markets, or permitting other Nations to con 
and trade with them: The Conſequence d 
which will be, that they will take the Produd 
and Manufactures of theſe Nations in retun 
And indeed this is too much the Calc at pre 
ſent: For ane third, at leaſt, of the Luxus 
and Elegancies of Life, brought into our Co- 
nies (as was obſerved * before) is the Grow 
and Manufacture of other Countries, and prin 
cipally of France. And as our Trade, pi 
ticularly to ſome of the Northern Colonics, "a 
growing leſs and leſs, this Exil muſt daily i 
creaſe in the fame Proportion. _— i 
o See the XIch Diſadvantage of Gzz ar Brita il | 
Page 45 
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otbly, UnLess we can ſupply our Colonies 
ith ſuch Commodities and Manufactures as 
ey want, by way of Barter for ſome of 
heirs which can ſpare, They will be 
Higed to raiſe thoſe Things themſelves. And 
ging that many of the new Settlements on 
ze Continent of Anerica, are ſeveral hundred 
files up the Country, hetween, and beyond 
e Mountains; this Diſtance of Situation will 
regſe the Neceſſity they are already under 
manufacturing for themſelves, unleſs we 
n divert their Thoughts to ſome other Pro- 
i, Nay more, when once a Manufacture 
et up in thoſe diſtant Regions, it will ex- 
ad itlelf downwards; and the Inhabitants 
the Sea-Coaſt will be ſupplied by their 
eighbours in the Up-Lands, upon cheaper 
Wd eaſier Terms than we can ſupply them. 
W is a juſt Complaint, That many of the Pro- 
Wnces have ſet up ſeveral Species of Manu- 
dures, which greatly interfere with the Trade 
pd Proſperity of their Mother Country. Yet 
Bow ſhall we prevent them ? There is but 
We Way to do it, that is either juſt, or prac- 
Fable: and that is, By an Exchange of Com- 
I prit * to MUTUAL BENEFIT. — A mu- 
„ pe Benefit is a MUTUAL DEPENDENCE. 
! Mt — — will contribute more 
the preſerving of the Dependency of our 
$0lonies upon their Mother Country, than any 
her or Invention. Fof if we are 
Nad, that one Day or other they will * 
1 | an 
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and ſet up for themſelves, as ſome ſeem | 
apprehend ; Let us not drive them to a 
ceſſity to fee] themſelves independent of us 
As they wil do, the Moment they percei 
that they can be ſupplied with all Thin 
from within themſelves, and do not needs 
Aſſiſtance. If we would keep them ill a 
<tr upon their Mother Country, and 
ome Reſpects ſubſervient to her Vicus u 
Melfare; Let us make it their In TE RI 
always ſo to be. tin 

For theſe Reaſons therefore, it is hum 
apprehended, That the Trade to our Colm 
and Plantations, muſt appear to be of they 
moſt Conſequence to the Power, Strength, a 
Proſperity of Great Britain. But to effeth 
ate this good End, an important Queſſi 
comes next to be decided; viz. © What Pr 
* duce ſhould our Colonies be moſt enn 
e raged to raiſe and cultivate? And wid 
Sort of Manufactures ſhall they be allow 
« to barter in Return for ours?“ It is e 
to ſee, That they cannot make large Paymeny 
in Gold and Silver; and it is alſo equally play 
and certain, That we will not, cannot, inde 
allow them to introduce ſuch Things amo 
us, as will prevent the Conſumption of «lm 
eum Commodities, to ſuch a Degree, as to 
upon the whole, of National Diſadvantage. We 

W HEREFORE, with great Submiſſion, W 
will beg Leave to offer ſome few plain O/: 
vations, which perhaps might not be alto 
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cer unſerviceable as to the Regulation of ſuch 


Trade. | 
Frs then, It ſeems chiefly requiſite, that 
Wdue Encouragement ſhould be given to our 
olonies, to apply their Thoughts towards the 
Wailing of ſuch Commodities, as do not inter- 
Were with thoſe of the Mother Country. 
W S:conDLY, They ſhould alſo not only 
We allowed, but be particularly incouraged to 
port all ſuch Raw MATERIALS as are 
So be manufactured here in England; — even 
Whough we raiſe the ſame Sort ourſelves: Be- 
auſe the more we have of theſe, the better, 
Wince the cheaper they are purchaſed, the more 
f them can be worked up, and the more 
Where are worked up, the greater Number of 
lands are employed; and conſequently, the 
Pore Labour, or Employment is procured to 
> e Nation, Moreover, this Argument becomes 
much the ſtronger, if the raw Materials 
e have of our own, are by no means /uf;- 
ent for the Demand of the Manufacture, ei- 
er kas to Quantity, or Goodneſi; which is the 
ae with the Bar-Iron here made in Eng- 
ndern; fo that we are obliged to have recourſe 
foreign Countries for a Supply; — as in the 
Taſe of Bar-Iron we do to Sweden, to the 
to HR mount of near 200, ooo J. Sterling a Year. 
ge. Tump, We ought to permit our Co- 
ion, Hnies to ſupply us upon eaſy Terms with all 
Och Articles of Luxury as we are wedded to, 
tog nd 127] have either from them, or others.— 
1:86 - Con- 
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Conſequently, in Reaſon and good Policy, 
they ought to have the Preference, by being 


zndulged to import theſe Articles under the 


Advantage of an eaſy and reaſonable Duty; 
whilſt the Commodities of foreign Nations ar 
charged with higher Impoſts and Cuſtoms 


In ſuch a Caſe, the mutual Exchange of Com- 


modities between us and the Colonies woul 
become a mutual Advantage : But that is ng 
all; For as the Duties would be moderat, 
the Temptations to Smuggling would be /in 
the Conſumption of the Commodities of ou 


own Colonies greater, and that of other N. 
tions /s: By which means, the Revenue it 


ſelf would riſe much higher than it doth 


when there are large and heavy Duties: Fa, 


theſe will ever be attended with one or othe 


of the following Effects, either the preventinſ 


the Importation of the Commodity, or its Er 
trance at the Cuſtom-houſe. 

_  FouRTHLY, In the Regulation of a Trad: 
with our Colonies, ſome Regard ſhould be hat 


to thoſe diſtant Parts of the Country, whiciſf 


lie remoteſt from the Sea; that even the fi- 


theſt Inhabitants may likewiſe find Employ 


ment in the raiſing of ſuch Commodities 
are fitteſt for their Situation, and are light d 
Carriage. And if their Thoughts are proper 
ly taken up in the Cultivation of theſe Thing 


they will have neither Time, nor Inclinatio 


to purſue other Projefs, which might pros 
detrimental to the Mother Country, 
| FR09 
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S From theſe Principles therefore it ſeems 
clearly to follow, That the Culture of Coffee, 
coca Nut, Cochineal, Indico, and Pimento, 
Fought eſpecially to be encouraged inthe moun- 
$:ainous, inland Part of Jamaica. And that 
of Bar-Iron, Hemp, Flax, Indico, and Raw 
ill, in the Countries between, and beyond 
he Mountains, on the Back of Carolina, Vir- 
inia, Penſilvania, &c. 
Son of theſe indeed are heavy Goods; 
and therefore ſeem not ſo proper to be raiſed 
In a Country ſo far diſtant from any Sea- 
Port: But on the other hand, when it is con- 
aſdered how particularly rich the Soil in thoſe 
Parts is, and how well adapted the Country 


Micntly the Inhabitants could load the Cattle 
Whey bring down every Market Day, with theſe 
Commodities; the Difficulty, J hope, in great 
Wart vaniſhes, and the Propriety of aſſigning 


rad eſe Tracts of Land for the Culture of them, 
Fe „ &vidently appears. 
whicl 


Exovo therefore has been ſaid, to evince 
e f zyond all Contradiction, That it is the I N- 
ploy EREST of the KINGDOM, that ſuch a 
des M rrade as here deſcribed, ſhould be carried on: 
ght Rut whether it is the Intereſt of the Merchant 
rp" to EMBARK in it, is another Queſtion : And 
et, till he can find his own private Account 
ia the Affair, it is too clear a Point, that 
whatever has been ſaid as to the Publick and 
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Wor the raiſing ſuch Articles, and how conve- 
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A Merchant will not engage in a /ofing Trade, 
and ruin himſelf to benefit his Country. In- 
deed it is unreaſonable to expect he ſhould. Þ 
And the great Complaint againſt the Trade 
to ſome of our Northern Colonies long ha; 
been, That there is nothing to be got 3, it; 
that is, That the Merchant can get nothing, | 
or next to nothing, if compared to his Gain 
to and from other Places. The Trade to 
Denmark, Sweden, or Ruſſia, is more advan 
tageous to him, though very detrimental to hi 
Country; and therefore, if we would expe Þ 
the Merchant to turn his Thoughts wholly 
to the Plantation-Trade, we muſt cauſe him] 
to find his chief Intereſt in the Purſuit of it. 
Now there are four Ways or Methods for 
turning a Trade into a new Channel, and „. 
fing up the old one. 
Tas firſt is, By laying additional Duties 
upon the Commodities of one Country, but na 
on thoſe of another. By this means, if the 
Commodities are in any Degree equal to each 
other in Goodneſs and Value, the former wil 
be prevented from being imported, on Ac- 
count of their Dearneſi to the Conſumer ; and 
the latter will have the Preference, by reaſon Þþ 
of their Cheapneſs. But this Method, however 
expedient at particular Junctures, is to be uſed 
with great Warineſs and Caution. For every 
ſuch additional Duty put upon the Comme Þ 
dities of a foreign Country, will be looked 
upon by that Country, as an Act of Heilig 
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committed upon its Trade and Commerce; 
which they will be ſure to revenge upon the 
Commodities and Manufactures of the Coun- 
ry that was the Aggreſſor. Beſides, high ad- 
Witional Duties are too violent and precipitate 
& Method of turning a Trade into a new Chan- 

Wel, —eſpecially where the Manufacture is yet 

In its Infancy, and cannot anſwer the Demand 
For it. It is therefore much more ſafe and 
prudent, to incline the Scale gently and gra- 
Wally on the Side you would favour; that fo 
the Inhabitants of that Country may have time 
Jo raiſe the proper Quantity of the Commodi- 
hin dies that are wanted, and may increaſb and 
per ſect their Manufactures, by due Applica- 
e in and Experience. And alſo, that we our- 
22 :lves may not be diſtreſſed on Account of the 
| . or the Badneſs of the Commodity; 

pr be forced to pay an exorbitant Price, by 
neans of the Monopoly which the Inhabitants 
pf the favoured Country will have againſt us. 

# Wurrerors, ſecondly, another more com- 
Nadious, and leſs exceptionable Way, is, To 
Frant certain Privileges and Exemptions, 
Irhich ſhall continue till the Trade is ſuffici- 
Ently eHabliſbed, and needs no Support ; that 


3-2e to engage in it, without being paid at 
The publick Expence. Suppoſe therefore, that 

t the Beginning of ſuch a Trade, certain Com- 
ked nodities were permitted to be imported upon 
e Terms; — or rather Do TY FREE, which 
| - 5 Wh 15 


$, till the Merchant can find it ww9rth his 
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is better ſtill: Then our Colonies would turn 
their Thoughts to the rai/ing them; and the 
Merchant would find his own private Account 
in importing them. But if any thing obſtruct- 
ed, ſo that this did not prove ſufficient to en- 
gage them in the Proſecution of ſuch Deſigns; 
or that the Demand li ran in favour of the 
Goods of another Nation ; then, | 

Thirdly, Tux Scale muſt be turned by the 
Addition of a Boux ry upon Importation: 
And to quicken their Diligence, and excite a 
Spirit of Emulation, to theſe Encouragements 
may {till be added, 

Feurthly, A PERSONAL PREMIUM to 
ſuch Merchants, as ſhall import the mof of 
theſe Commodities, and the be/ in their Kind, 
Prizes of this Nature, are obſerved to do won- 
derful Things in the Raiſing and Perfecting of 
a Manufacture. We have ſeen their good Et- 
fects in Jreland; and it were greatly to be 
wiſhed we had the fame laudable Inſtitution 
here in England. If certain Sums were veſted 
in the Board of Trade for this Purpoſe, we 
might not deſpair of ſeeing the Mother Coun- 
try in a few Years ſupplied with Pot-Aſbes, 
Bar-lIron, * Flax, Hemp, Indico, Cochineal, 


Coffee, 


* The great Clamour lately raifed againſt the Intro- 
duction of Bar- Iron is an aſtoniſhing Inſtance of the ly- 
norance and Infatuation of the Engliſb in regard to their 
own Intereſt, For let us aſk even an IRon-MasTER, 

If the Americans ſhall not be permitted to import Iron 
Duty free, what Courſe will they, nay mut they * | 
vi 
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fer, Cocoa Nut, Pitch and Tar, all Sorts of 
Naval Stores, and Raw Silk, chiefly from her 
int WE wn Colonies. The Fact is undeniable, That 
r theſe Things can be raiſed in our Planta- 
en. ions either on the Continent, or in the Iſlands. 
1s; and though ſome Difficulties would attend 
the ne Enterprize at firſt ſetting out, yet Induſtry 

and Application, together with the Induce- 
the znents of Bountiesand perſonal Premiums, would 
n: ſurmount them all. If Prizes were fixed, v2. 
© 1 So much to the fir ft, the ſecond, and the third 
Importer of the m7 in Quantity, and 5% in 
Kind; and Notice given thereof in the Gazette 


to y Publick Authority; What an Emulation 
of would it excite amongſt all the Merchants of 
nd, the Kingdom? How gladly would our Colo- 
on. nies embrace ſuch Propoſals, and quit the Pur- 
of ſuit of the Manufactures they are now engaged 
E. Tin? It is certain, theſe Manufactures, tho” 
be bigbly detrimental to vs, are not /o advantage- 
* cus to them, as the Raiſing the above men- 
te 


tioned Commodities would be; becauſe they 
e could employ their Negroes in ſuch Work; 


un: whereas the Negroes are found to be not ſo 
ver, i H 4 proper 
cal, 

2 but to manufacture it themſelves? For how ſhall they 


be able to pay for Engliſ Goods. unleſs they can make 
= proper Returns? And if you will not admit their Bar- 


g-: ron, you drive them to the Neceſſity of manufacturing 
heit it: Nay more, You give them a Bounty: For as the 
% Bar-Iron will be cheaper in America, if there is no 
4. Engliſh Market; this Difference in the Price is in fact 
anc, 


a Bounty given by yourſelves for the Encouragement of 
$ lron-ManufaRures in America, 
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proper to engage in a Manufacture, which has 
a. long Courſe and different Parts before it is 
compleated; and the Labour of the white 

People is dear and expenſive. | 
As to the Article of Raw Sill, the Impor- 
tance of it, I hope, will juſtify the recom- 
mending of the Culture of it in a very parti- 
cular Manner. The exceſſfve Price it now 
bears, and the great Difficulties to which the 
Manufacturers are driven, in order to get it 
at any Rate, require that ſomething ſhould be 
attempted without Delay. Every Nation now 
begins to perceive, That it is 2mprudent and 
7mpolitick to ſuffer ſuch precious Materials to be 
exported unmanufatured out of their Coun- 
try. They have therefore prohibited the do- 
ing it under the ſevereſt Penalties :—And we 
cannot blame them. But for that very Rea- 
ſon we ought to endeavour to raiſe the Com 
modity ourſelves. And, with humble Sub- 
miſſion, no Time ever ſeemed ſo favourable 
for the doing it, as the preſent. For as the 
Price is higb, this is not only an Inducement 
to ſet about it: but alſo as we have now a 
different Sort of Inhabitants in our Colonies to 
engage in it, than we had before, we have 
therefore the greater Proſpect of Succeſs, The 
; 
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Complaint formerly was, That the Cultivation 
of it would not anſwer on Account of the 
Dearneſs of Labour. 'The Inhabitants towards 
the Sea-Coaſts could employ their Time to 
greater Advantage in the Culture of Tobacco, 

REI ran n Rice, 
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s Nice, &c. therefore the Scheme for Raw Silk 
Wt fail. But at preſent we have ſeveral 
Whouſands of Palatines and Moravians, ſettled 
the Vallies between the Mountains, in a 
Country much like Piemont, where the beſt 
Silk grows: Now as they cannot cultivate 
Rice or Tobacco for Exportation; and as they 
e far removed from the Center of Trade, and 
re alſo a par/imontous, abſtemious People, they 
ill certainly work much cheaper than the 
De 2 heretofore towards the Sea-ſide, who 
% ere ever noted for the contrary Qualities. 
1d $0 that upon the, Whole, the Time and the 
be Pccaſon invite; the Neceſſities of the Manu- 
u gcture, and the Intereſt of our Country, re- 
oi that ſome Attempt ſhould be ſpeedily 
ade for the raiſing of Raw Silk in our 
Colonies, 


IX PROPOSAL. 


n 

b- 

ble | 

he { To eſtabliſh a PoLice for the Prevention 
of Smuggling. 

= * © IT may indeed be too difficult for a 

private Perſon to find out a Remedy equal 


" 4 to a Diſeaſe ſo univerſal, and of ſo long a 
* q Continuance : But yet as every well-meant 
— Endeavour for the publick Service is can- 


1 didly accepted, when offered with Modeſty 
i501 | and 


This Quotation is taken out of my Inquiry concern - 
Te the Uſe of low priced Spirituous Liquors ; printed 
or T. Trye, Holborn, | 
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and Submiſſion, it is to be hoped the fol. 
lowing Thoughts, which proceed no far. 


ther than by Way of Query, will be fe 


vourably received. 

* Query I. If the Privileges and Ex. 
emptions of the Iflands of Guernſey and 
Jerſey, &c. were aboliſhed, and thoſe Re. 
mains of the Dukedom of Normandy per- 
fectly united to the Britiſb Crown, could 
the ſame Frauds be then practiſed, as to the 


* Running of Goods which have a Drau 
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back granted them, Smuggling of Frencl 
Wines, Brandies, Teas, Coffee, Chocolate, 
Silk, Lace, and all other Commodities, 
are at preſent ? — Could the French Wine 
be mixt with Port, and then entred as if 
they were all the Growth of Portugal, t 
the great Detriment of the Revenue, the 
manifeſt Injury of the Portugal Trade, the 
certain irreparable Loſs to the Nation, and 
the open avowed Encouragement to Pzz- 
JURY ? — Could the Smacks and Cruiſers 


which were deſigned to guard the Coalt, 


FC 


have the ſame Pretence to enter the Ports 
of France, which they have now to ſtep 
into Guernſey and Jerſey, viz. to ſee whit 
Veſſels were lading; and ſometimes take in 
a Lading for themſelves Et quis Cuſt 
cuſtodiat ipſos? 
% QueRy II. If the Juriſdiction of the 
Ne Man was annexed to the Crown, 
in the ſame Manner as the Hereditable Ju 
Tl—iſdiction 
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ol. WT rifditions in Scotland lately were, could 
a- France, Holland, Denmark, &c. find any 
fa- Place in our own Seas, as a Storehouſe or 
BS Magazine for depoſiting their ſeveral Con- 

7x. WES traband Goods, in order to run them on the 
and Coaſts of England, Wales, Scotland, and 
Re. Treland ? If the Collectors of the Cuſtoms 
ver- RE of the preſent noble Proprietor of this 
ld Iſland, were obliged to lay before the Par- 
the lament their Books of Entries for the laſt 
aw. WE even Years, and ſuch Entries compared 
nc with the Accounts that might be tranſmit- 
late ed from France, Holland, Denmark, &c. 
„ vould it not appear, that the reſpective In- 
ins dia Companies of thoſe Countries had im- 
1s ported vaſt Quantities of Teas, and other 
/ to RF India Goods, PRINCIPALLY with a View 
the to ſmuggle them into Great Britain and 


Ireland? And ought not that Circumſtance 
alone be an alarming Conſideration to the 
F Enghſh Eaſt-India Company, to the Go- 
vernment, and the er Britiſh Nation ? 


= — Do the French, Dutch, Danes, &c. 
permit the Eng/zfþ to uſe any Port of their 
Dominions for the like Purpoſes? And 
would it not be more advantageous to the 
8 Britiſh Nation, as to the mere Article of 
Prat and Loſs, to pay Subſidies to theſe 


Countries of 200,000 J. per Aunum, than 
to let Matters continue on the preſent Foot- 
ing? Laſtly, With regard to ouf own Sub- 
* jets, if this Iſland were annexed to the 


% Crown, 
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„ Query III. Whether the preſent Me 
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<« ject him to, if he could commence a far 
* Trader, to ſufficient Advantage, with 6 
e ſmall a Capital? And whether, in Caſc oi 
* ſuch a Permiſſion, a Man would not car) 
on a more extenſive Trade with one hun- | 


cc 
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Crown, could the corrupt Part of the Conf 
manders of the Smacks and Cruiſers receiy: 
any Emolument for conniving at the Ei 
here complained of? Or the hone/t Part x 
inſulted, and even impriſoned by the D. 
puty Governors or their Agents, for di 
charging faithfully their Duty? And wou 
the neceſſary Expences for the Preventic 
of Smuggling be a fourth part the Sum, u 
which m_ now amount? 


thods of collecting the Duties on Frag 
Brandies, and other foreign Goods, are 10 
found to be eventually productive of gre 
Temptations to ſmuggle them? Whethe 
ſuch Temptations could poſſibly be f 
ſtrong, if there was a Permiſſion ſome 
what of a like Nature granted to the Im 
porters of theſe Commodities, as there 
now granted to the Importers of Rum, «1: 
To put them in the King's Warehouſe, po- 
ing the Duties only for the Quantities thy 
take out, when they meet with a Purchaſer, 
and leaving the reſt to continue? Whether 
a Smuggler with one hundred Pound 
Stock, would run the Riſque of his Lit 
and Fortune, which the preſent Laws ſub- 
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# dred Pounds, in certain Sorts of Goods, 
than he can do now with fix times the 
Sum ? 
rt 18S « + Wr rng the great Frauds, lately 
De complained of in the Tobacco Trade, to 
r di che prodigious Detriment of the Revenue, 
„oll and the National Intereſt, cannot likewiſe 
ntion be accounted for, upon the Principle here 


n, ES ſuggeſted? And if the Importers of To- 

bacco were allowed to lodge their Cargoes in 
MES the King's Warehouſe (or in their own, un- 
ena z der the Lock and Key of the Cy/tom-houſe 
© naß e Officer) and from thence to take it away 
OS in ſmall Quantities, vig. a Hogſhead or 


ena two at a Time, ſuitable to their Conve- 
X VS nience, Would not this Circumſtance alone 
One: cauſe the Virgina Trade to flouriſh, pre- 
ur vent smuggling, and ſuperſede the Neceſ- 
ic "BS ſity of all other Devices? 

48S © Query IV. If all Seizures were abſo- 
FF lately prohibited to be fold for home Con- 
5 the F ſumption, could they then cover the Vend- 
vaſer WS ing any conſiderable Parcels of un-cuſtomed 
ether Wa Goods, which are now vended in large 


unds 8 Quantities by this Means? — And if the 
Lie 8 deizures were not to be uſed at home, 
 1u0-WF would the Purchaſers give an higher Price 
| far WS for ſuch Goods, than they do for others of 
th VE like intrinſick Value? And is not the ad- 


iſe of ranced Price now given, a plain Indication 
cart) WF of the Uſes to which they are applied? 


hun, * Query V. If the Commanders and Offi- 
dred « cers 


* : 
Ur 
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* cers of the Smacks and Cruiſers were to 
paid only one half of their Salaries of Cou/ 
* and the other half by Way of Gratuy 
* when it appeared that they had been vi 
* lant and active to an high Degree, wou 
* not this quicken their Motions, and 4 
* new Life and Vigour to their Endeavour 
If thoſe who could give no Proof of » 
<. Extraordinary Vigilance were to loſe ſud 
*© Gratuities, and others to receive them, as x 
* additional Reward, who had diſtinguiſhei 
* themſelves the moſt eminently, Would un 
this be a Means of raiſing a Spirit of Emu 
lation among them, and making the «-ſ 
rive Principles of Intereſt, Shame, Fez, 
Honour, Diſgrace, all unite and operate fi 

the publick Good, 

« Query VI. If a few independent Com 
e panies of Light Horſe were raiſed, in tit 
Nature of Huſſars, would not ſuch kind 
% Cavalry, (viz. Engliſh Hunters) be mud 
* more proper to ſcour the Coaſt, and pu- 
* ſue Smugglers, than heavy Horſe and D 
* goons, and regular Forces? — And if the 
<« Officers were paid in the ſame Manner, . 
« is propoſed for the Officers of Smacks am 
* Cruiſers, would it not be an additional d 
* curity for their Integrity, and an Incenti 
te to their Vigilance? : 

* Quexy VII. If the whole Seizures wel: 
« given to the Captors, would it not be 


« greater Encouragement than giving them: 
« Part 


bog 
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part? And if the Fees and Expences of the 


Court of Exchequer for Condemnation did 


uri 
- not riſe ſo high, would not this enhance 
Wi the Value of the Prize, and conſequently 
make the Captors more active and vigilant ? 
Whether there have not been Inſtances of 
as Cuſtom-houſe Officers compounding with the 
of» Delinquents for petty Seizures, rather than 
fu be at the Expence of condemning them in 
wal che Exchequer, as that would ſwallow up 
RE the Profit 7 
ia © Tres Queries the Author would hum- 
w bdly offer to publick Conſideration ; not 
„ doubting but many other Methods might 
Fe. WF be found out, greatly conducive to the ſame 
en! good End. As to the Difficulties againſt 
putting this Scheme in immediate Execu- 
me tion, He is not aware of any, but is far 
tee from preſuming to determine that there 
ad are none.” 
nuch 
put- X. PROPOSAL. 


DW 
theirs To invite Foreigners Diſtinction to travel 
among Us, that ſo we may have ſomething in 


r, 1 

an return for the vaſt Sums which we yearly 
1] % We (end abroad. To this End there is wanting a 
ative conciſe Treatiſe in French and Engliſh, ſetting 


forth the Advantages which Perſons of diffe- 
wer rent Taſtes and Inclinations may enjoy by ſuch 
be Tour: The Man of Pleaſure and Diverſion 
em: = The Virtuoſo — The Scholar and Man of 
Pant Letters 
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Letters — The Lawyer Phyſician— Divine 
Merchant, Fc. with Directions how to pe 
form a regular Tour —a ſhorter or a longer 
what Things are moſt remarkable to be ſee 
— Churches Seats — Gardens Pictures 
Manufactures — Ports, &c. — what Books oitnx 
Treatiſes are neceſſary to be conſulted — hf 
to learn the Language with the prope 
Stages marked out and a Calculation ( 
the Expence in the moderate Way of Trac 
ling. 

4 has been obſerved before, under th 
XIIth Advantage of France, Page 20. thy 
Travelling into a Country is of greater Conk: 
2 to the Trade and Manufactures of tha 

untry, than is uſually apprehended. An 
as Bngland is as deſerving the Notice of cu; 
ous and inquiſitive Foreigners, as any Coun 
try on the Globe, it is a great Pity, that ſome 
ingenious Hand hath not yet lent them hi 
friendly Aſſiſtance, by an expreſs Treatiſe or 
the Subject, It would be a great Pleaſure to 
the Author to contribute what he can, only 
as an inferior Workman, in the accompliſhing 
ſuch a Deſign. And therefore if he coul 
fungi vice Cotis, as Horace expreſſes it, and 
be conſidered only as a Whet-flone to give a 
Edge to the Inclinations of others, who hav 
Abilities to execute ſuch a Scheme, he would 

gladly offer his Aſſiſtance. 
Wir theſe Sentiments therefore he 
begs Leave to propoſe the * 4. 
4 (ic, 
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cb, only as general Hints to be improved 

don, VIS. 

sorrosk a modeſt Treatiſe was wrote, with- 

t Puffing, or too much extolling ourſelves, 

our Country, — a Plan for a Fo- 
Woner to travel in England a Year, or longer, 


With Pleaſure and Advantage: 

Cnar. I. Setting forth the Situation of the 
Puntry, the Air and Climate, Nature of the 
il, and its general Productions. | 
Cn ay. II. The preſent Inhabitants, Prin- 
les of their Government, their Virtues and 
Nees, Humours, Diverſions, the Manner of con- 
rfing agreeably with them, and accommo- 
ting one's ſelf to the general Taſte and Ge- 
"us of the Country, Method of learning the 
aguage — and Pronunciation Method and 
xpence of Travelling Manner of obtainin 
tecommendations from Abroad to London, an 
om London to the other Parts of the Kingdom. 
Cu. III. Containing the Plan for a Fo- 
Wigner to make the Tour of England in eight 
Wages, within the Compaſs of a Year, each 
ee illuſtrated by a Map, containing les En- 
W075, or the Diſtrict of ten Miles round the 
Flace of Reſidence; in which Diſtrict the prin- 
pal Seats — Towns — Manufactures — Cu- 
Woſhties, Sc. ſhould be briefly deſcribed : vis. 
Nuppoſing the Stranger landed the Beginning 
bf Abril; then the 


| ; % Stage, London and les Environs, in the 
ich of April. 


I N. B. 


1 
% 
* 
1 
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N. B. It might be improper a Foreigner iſ 
ſhould ſtay longer in the OS upon fit 
coming over, than to ſettle his Correſpondence, 
and get Recommendations to other Places; 
leſt, whilſt he is a Stranger to the Languag, Wi 
he ſhould aſſociate too much with his own 
Countrymen, and be little benefited by his 
Travelling. | 

2d Stage, Cambridge and les Environs, in 
May. Here he ſhould begin in earneſt to 
learn the Language by the Help of ſome gool 
Grammar, and to learn the Pronunciation by 
coming to Church with his French and Englih 
Common Prayer, and liſtening to the Clergy- 
man's flow and deliberate Reading. If this 
Method was duly practiſed, Foreigners would 
not find that Difficulty in learning the Pronun- 
ciation of our Language, as they are apt to 
imagine. And this is an Advantage of teach- 
ing it, in ſome Reſpect peculiar to Us. 

34 Stage, Oxford and les Environs, in Jun:. 
Note, In laying out the Route between Place 
and Place, it would be proper to contrive it 
ſo, as the Traveller might ſee as many Things 
worthy of Notice in his Paſſage, as he could. 

41h Stage, Birmingham and les Envirans, in 

uly. | | 
5th Stage, Briſtol and les Environs, in Au- 
uſt. | 
6th Stage, A Tour from Briſtol to Por!f- 
mouth, through Wilton, Saliſbury, &c. and 


then return to Bath at the End of ae; 
7¹ 
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7th Stage, Bath and les Environs, during 


ED&-ber and November. 
gt Stage, London, during the Months of 
December, January, February and March, 


hich complete the Year. 
Ir after this the Foreigner chooſes to re- 
e longer in England, and to ſee other Parts 
bf the Kingdom, then he might take a Tour 
F Six Months in the following manner; v2. 


1. York, and les Environs, in the Month of 

Wpril, 

i m Leeds and Mancheſter, in May. 

3. Liverpoole and Cheſter, in June. 

4. Chatſworth and Derby, in July. 

g. Nottingham and Northampton, in Auguſt. 
6. From thence through London to the Place 

F Embarkation, in September; viſiting the 

Fincipal Seats, Towns, &c. of Kent or Eſſex, 

q the Way to Dover or Harwich. 


3 Cn Ar. IV. Containing Obſervations on 


be Literature and Learning of the Engh/þ ; 
Ind the Advantages which Perſons of different 


Waſtes may reap from being acquainted with 
gem. — Concluding with a ſmall Catalogue 


F the choiceſt Authors in polite Literature, and 
Wc ſeveral Sciences; with a Liſt of our beſt 
(lays, as to Morals, Language, and Defign ; 
at ſo a Foreigner may know, wHEN it ſhall . 

worth his while to go to our Theatres. 


I 2 XI. 


* 
E 
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K. PROPOSAL. 


To cut fome Canals between our great Toy 
of Trade, for the Convemency and Cheapneſ, ii 
Carriage. Canals are much preferable v 
the making Rivers navigable, even where bot 
might be done, For in the firſt 3 the 
Expence is not ter, exce aps the 
Purchase of the Ground. In dhe = Plan 
they are kept and repaired at a much cſi 
Rate. They are not ſubject to Inundation 
or the Shifting of the Sand and Gravel, ai 
are generally much ſhorter and fireighter, 
But what is above every other Confideratio,i 
A Boat laden with Merchandize in a Car 
may be drawn by a fingle Horſe, on a full 
Trot, as in Holland, up or down the Stream 
whether there be a Flood, or not; and requiri 
but 7wo Men to guide it. q 

Ir a Canal was dug between Reading ai 
Bath, then there would be an eaſy and ch 
Communication between the two principal 
Cities of the Kingdom, London and Brit 
Goods and Paſſengers might be carried at « 
quarter of the preſent Expence : And furl 
75 l. per Cent. ſaved in Freight, deſerves C 
ſideration. The River Kennet, from Read 
to Silbury-Hill, is a plain IIluſtration ho 

icable fo far ſuch a Scheme might | 
And from thence to the Deſcent towards Ca 
on the Bath Side, is the only Difficulty. bs 
| | * 
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ch who have ſeen the great Canal of Lan- 


T&uedoc, are very well aſſured it might eaſily 
ormed, and at a fortieth Part of the 
Expence which the other was. Nay, on the 
at Grounds near Yateſbury Church, Water 
B& © plenty in the Winter time, that it lies 
pon the Surface for Weeks together. And 

there are riſing Grounds on both Sides, Re- 
te vors might be made to receive the Land- 
1 Floods, and ſupply the Canal with Water, 
ace during the dry Seaſon. But if the Canal it- 
Elf was only ſunk ten or twelve Feet deeper 
ban ordinary, for two or three Furlongs, it is 
ery probable, that natural Springs would be met 


With between thoſe Hills. For the Wells at 


00 BY buy, as I remember, are not twenty feet 
nd, ep. What a Pity is it therefore, That fo 
a any Advantages are neglected? If the like Si- 

Wuation had been in France, a Canal had been 


ade long ago. Indeed ſomething might 
ae been alledged in our Excuſe, had we 


7 and 3 e lame Difficulties to encounter with, which 
che he French ſurmounted in making the Canal 
nee Languedoc, and are again to ſurmount in 
0 Waking the new Canal, from the Durance to 


Warſeilles, But there are no Obſtructions of 
Nuers and Rivulets in our Way; no need 
ff making Arches, and Troughs of Stone to 
ury the Canal over them; — no ſteep Hills 
0 aſcend, or Mountains to pierce through : 
\nd yet the Thing is not ſo much as attempt- 
d, though the common Intereſt, and the Si- 
I 3 tuation 
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tuation of the Country, ſo ſtrongly invite u 
to perform it. 

A Canar alſo ought to be dug betwen 
Glaſcow and the Shoar oppoſite to Allows, 
which would open a Communication betwee 
Glaſcow, and Leith the Port of Edinburgh. 
The Situation in theſe Parts is extremely in 
viting, even more ſo than the former; as th 
Paſſage is much ſhorter. And our Soldiers 
Times of Peace might be employed in th 
publick Works, alternately with performin 
their Exerciſe, receiving a ſuitable Additiont 
their Pay, when they are at work. 


vw as —— 


XII. PROPOSA L. 


To raiſe a Fiſhery en the Northern Coq 
Scotland, by giving a DovuBLE P REA 
for ſome Years, till the Trade is ſufficient 
eſtabliſhed, for all Herrings caught and cum 
by Perſons reſiding within certain Diſtr: 
and exported to foreign Markets, | 

SEVERAL other Schemes have been lat 
offered to the Publick in relation to this Ma 
ter; and all of them, undoubtedly, good ui 
ſome Reſpects. Every Thing of this Natur 
hath its reſpective Convenience and Inconit 
nience. And if the Scheme for carrying « 
the Fiſheries by means of a Joint Stock, al 
a Company, impower d to make By-Laws, al 
preſcribe Rules and Regulations, can ſtand cle 
of the imminent Hazard of degenerating in 
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n JoBB, throu ugh the corrupt Influence and 
Miniſter Views of the Managers and Directors 
f ſuch a Company; — I ſay, If the Scheme 
s freed from all reaſonable Suſpicion of tend- 
ng to ſuch a Point, I ſhould much rather 

refer it to that which is here, with great 
Submiſſion, offered in its ſtead. It is certain, 
at a Joint Stock is a quicter and more ex- 
W-ditious Way; — but the Encouragement of 
 d:uble Bounty appears to me more ſure, and 
liable to be ' corrupted. For in this latter 
Caſe, there are no Sums advanced till the 
Work is done, and the Herrings publickly ex- 
Wmined, whether they are marketable or not: 
WT here is no firgering of the Money in the 
nean Time by Managers and Directors; nor 
Tan there be any Items of Expences and Di/- 
Wurſements, Fees and Salaries, brought to Ac- 
unt: Things which are the Bane of all pub- 
Wick Societies, and the great Cauſe of their 
Corruption, and degenerating from their ori- 
0 inal Inſtitution. 
W BesiDes, if a double Bounty, or perhaps 
oe Shillings per Barrel, were given for all 
; | 8 ſo 3 and exported, it ſeems to me, 
Dutch themſelves would be tempted 
dy * Lucre of ſuch a Bounty, to ſettle on 
> Northern Coaſts of Scotland, and. make 
ne People with the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
ty; Which would be the greateſt Advan- 
ge that Part of the Kingdom could poſſibly 


receive, 
I 4 XIII. 


120 AN ESSAY on TRADE, 


XIII. PROPOSAL. 


To eſtabliſh Civil Governments at Gibraltar 
and Port-Mahone, and make them Free Port, 
— The Situation of Gzbraltar is extremely 
commodious for vending ſeveral Sorts of Com- 
modities in Spazn and Barbary : And the Iſland 
of Minorca is not lets happily ſituated for car- 
ry ing on an advantageous Commerce with ſome 
Parts of France and Italy, and, by means di 
the neighbouring Iſland of Majorca, with Spain 
alſo. Several Sorts of coarſe Woollen Stuff, 
and Mancheſter Goods, would be acceptable in 
Barbary, provided they could be had reaſon- 
ably cheap: Which can never be, till there 
is a free Port. Several Sorts of the Manu- 
factures of Mancheſter and Spittle-Fields, would 
be very agreeable to the Taſte of the Spani- 
ards, French, and ITtalians. But above all, our 
| Birmingham Ware, our Cutlery, Razors and 
Sciſſars, Watches and Chains, Locks, Metal 
Buttons, Snuff Boxes, 'Toys, and all the Sorts 
of Bijoux d Angleterre, as the French cal 
them, which they are inexpreſſibly fond of, 
would find a prodigious Vent in all the: 
Countries, The leaſt Amount of the whole 


Trade, that might be carried on by means of i 


theſe two Ports, were they made free, would 
be 100,000 J. a Year. And ſurely ſuch a Sum 
is worth the Getting; —eſpecially by a Nation 
80,000,000 l. in Debt, — 

' f 
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Ir a Scheme of this kind was to take Place 
n the Iſland of Minorca, it would then alſo 
Rand a fair Chance of being peopled by Eng- 
1% Families, or by ſuch as are welk-affefed to 
„e Engliſb Government. Whereas at preſent 
ly ere are ſcarce any, except the Garriſon, but 
Coe Spaniards, who at the firſt taking of 

the Place, would have been glad to have part- 
Id with their Poſſeſſions for a Trifle, and to 
have . retired into Spain. But now they are 
ot immenſely rich ; their Lands are faid to 

my . more than five Times their former Value; 


* 


ffs, d yet their Bigotry and verſion continue 
in s ſtrong as ever. | 

. 

ere MAV. PROPOSAL. 

mu- 5 

ul WE To have publick Inſpectors into all our 
n- {Manufactures ; and to oblige a// Exporters to 
- eliver in Samples of the Commodities they 
an 


Intend to export, in order that they may be 
ompared together, before the Goods are ſuffer» 
d to be put on Ship-board, This, if faith- 
fully and honeſtly executed, would always 
Feep up the Credit of our Manufactures at 
ome and abroad, on which the Spirit and 
Life of Trade principally depends. All poſſible 
Emcans ſhould be taken to prevent private Frauds 
In packing Deficiencies in Weight and Mea- 
ure —undue ſtretching of Cloths upon the 
Rack, which alone hath occafioned irrepara- 
he Loſs to this Nation. The Fraudulent and 
3 Deceitful 
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Deceitful ſhould be prevented, as much x | 


is is Pa ke, from getting Rich at the Expeng 

eir honeſt Neiot Moors and the Welfen 
of their Country, w which i is too often ſacrifice 
to their Knavery. 


In ſhort, In all Kinds of Manufactures, th 
worſt Part of it ſhould be put outermoſt for 
Sample, not the Beſt ; that ſo the Buyer, i 
ſeeing the Mark and Seal of the Office, my 
confide in that, and be aſſured, that he is n 
deceived by what is out of Sight. = 


XV. PROPOSAL. 


To alter the Method of collecting our Dy 
ties upon articular Sorts of Good, i im 2 
viz.“ By lodging them in Warehouſes =y 
at the publick Expence, till the Import 
fetches them away, according as he want 
them, and pays the Duty, or cauſes it to 
= by the Perſon who purchaſes of hin 

his Scheme, I am ſenſible, would raiſe a gre 
Clamour, if enforced by any compulſive Lay; 
but if left to each Perſon's Free Choice, ther 
is the higheſt Probability, that it would um 
verſally obtain. Suppoſe therefore, That tl 
Laws relating to the Cuſtoms in general (houll 
continue as they are; but that Perm: 
ſhould be granted to ſuch Perſons as are dj 

Something hath been already ſaid on this — * 
Page 108, Query III. Where a Police was pro poi 
to prevent Smuggling : But as Truth is uniform throu Wl 


out, and is attended with all poſſible Advantages, 
Propoſal is now conſidered under another View. 


— 
dit 


— . 
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ons of uſing it, to land their Goods in the 
ne public Magazines, there to remain at the uſual 
n moderate Rent for Cellarage, till ſuch Time 
i as they find it their Intereſt to remove them, 
and then to pay the Duty. If ſuch a Permiſ- 
te on was granted to the Importers of Sugars, 
i Num, Wines, Brandies, Tobacco, Raiſins, Prunes, 
und Currants, it is eaſy to foreſee, That al- 
oft every one concerned would embrace 
St. For, in the firſt Place, the “ Expence of 
Warchouſe-Room would be juſt the fame; 
put the Difference between paying the Duty 
Will at once upon Importation, and paying it 
y Degrees, would be very great, and much 
o the Advantage both of the Importer, and 
be Publick. The Importer would be a Gain- 
Er, as he would not be ſtreightned for Money 
o pay the Duties every time his Ship arrives; 
Ind might keep his Goods till he ſaw a pro- 
Egnſing Market, or might export them to ſome 
Foreign Country, if they bore there a better 
rice. And this itſelf would be a great Ad- 
Fantage to the Publick, as it would render our 
Kountry a kind of common Magazine for 
bers, and as we ſhould get by it all the Pro- 
ts of Freight and Commiſſion : And Perſons 
[Gf Intelligence and Speculation would then en- 
eee in the Speculative Part of Trade; That 
Ws, They would buy up all Commodities that 
Nere cheap in Foreign Countries, lodge them 
| in 
8 * If no Publick Magazines were erected, the Mer- 


Fhant might put the Goods in his own Ware-houſe, hav- 
zug one Key himſelf, and the King's Officer another. 
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in their own, or the King's Warehouſes, and 
then re-export them to thoſe Countries where 
the Demand ran higheſt. But this cannot be 
done upon the preſent Syſtem of paying Du. 
ties. Moreover, the Publick would be mor: 
eſpecially benefited, as the Trade would be 
increaſed, and the Goods afforded much th; 
cheaper. When a Trade can be carried cn 
with a /mall Stock, the more Perſons are c 
pable of embarking in it: And when the Dy. 
ties are not paid all at once, but by Degree, 
as the Goods can be ſold, the Home-Conſunet 
will buy ſo much the cheaper. For he wil 
only pay the King's ſimple Duty, — the Ex 
pences of the Adventure, —and the Merchant 
ſingle Gains upon that Adventure: Where 
according to the preſent Way of collecting thx 
Revenue, every Conſumer pays another con- 
ſiderable Article, viz. The Gains of the Mir. 
chant on the Sums advanced to pay the King 
Duty. And if the Goods have paſſed from 
the Merchant Importer to the laſt Retail, 
through two or three Hands, before the 
come to the Conſumer, then He pays uU d 
three Advances the more. * So that in fad, 
He not only pays the % Duty to the King 
but perhaps twice as much again to others, by 
Means of theſe Advances upon Advance 


* Sce this Affair ſet in a true and firong Light in 
Treatiſe entitled, An Eſſay on the Cauſes of the Decint 
of the Foreign Trade, London, 1744, Printed for J. Br. 
iberton. Pages 16, and 17. nh 

| e 
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* The Conſequence of all which is, That Trade 


becomes monopolized by a few Rich Perſons, 


becauſe there is a greater Stock required to 


carry it on: And Smugglers will be the more 
© mmerous, and the more audacious, becauſe 


the Temptations to, and the Gains of Smug- 


gling, become ſo much the greater. Whereas 


tby the Method now propoſed, both theſe 
Miſchiefs would be prevented to a great De- 


gree. t Obſerve, /, The Propoſal here made, 
compels no Perſons to ſubmit to theſe Regu- 


ktions, but only permits them to make uſe of 


them, if they are diſpoſed to do it. Ob- 
ſerve, 2dly, That this Scheme requires no new 


| Officers, even at the Commencement of it: 


And when it has been thoroughly tried and 


known, it would certainly greatly /z/ſen the 


| Number of them. A Set of Publick Maga- 


zines (which, by the By, might be fo con- 
ke trived, as to be ornamental, as well as uſeful) 
built uniformly, and in a ee lar Fi- 
gure, might caſily be taken 2 
ſpected by a very few Officers, who might 
well be ſpared from the Numbers now em- 
ployed as Land- M aiters, Tide-Waiters, Search- 
ers, Deputres, Extraordinary Men, &c. &c.— 
A Obſerve, 34/y, That with reſpect to any 
8 Embezzlement, which theſe Magazine-keepers 
might be ſuſpected of, this might be pre- 
vented, as much as any thing of ſuch a Na- 
ture can poſhbly be (not only by Weighing 
che Goods, Gauging them, and taking Sam- 


are of and in- 


ples 
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ples before they are delivered into the Officers 
Care) but alſo by making it neceſſary, That 
theſe Officers ſhould be engaged with two 
ſufficient Bondſmen in two Sorts of Securities, 
one to the King, to enforce their Fidelity to 
him, and another to the Mayor or chief Ma- 
giſtrate of the Town, and his Succeſſor 
where the Magazine is kept, in Truſt for the 
Merchants, to enſure their Honeſty to them: 
And that when any of theſe Officers are ſuſ- 
peed of Embezzling the Merchants Proper- 
ty, the Party aggrieved may be at Liberty to 
bring an Action in the Name of the Mayor, 
or chief Magiſtrate for the Time being, and 
recover treble Damages, with Coſts of Suit, 
on Proof of ſuch Embezzlement. Now in 
all theſe Reſpects the preſent Propoſal differs 
entirely from the late famous Exciſe Scheme 
and every Objection made againſt that, is ob- 
viated here. 

As this laſt Propoſal, and one or two more, 
would be attended with ſome Expence, were 
they carried into Execution ; — And as the 
Nation, in its preſent Circumſtances, might 
be ſuppoſed incapable of bearing a er 
Load; I ſhall therefore endeavour to point out 
a Method how certain Taxes might be raiſed, 
without burdening any of the Neceſſaries of 
Life, —and yet 72 to anſwer all theſe 
Expences, and be moreover highly condu- 
cive to the Reformation of the Morals of the 

2 People, 
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people, and the general Welfare of the King- 
dom, Vis. | 7 ; 


XVI. PROPOSAL. 


| To lay certain Taxes on the following Ar- 
pcles of Luxury, Vice, or Extravagance; which 
Taxes ſhall be applied to the general Improve- 
nent of Commerce; by maintaining Conſuls, 
d erecting Forts, according to Propoſal VI. 
Gelding of Magazines and Warehouſes, as ſpe- 
fed in Propoſal XV. Giving Bounties and 
Perſonal Premiums to the greate/# Exporters 
f our 07n Manufactures. the like to the 
eateſt Importers of Raw Materials from Fo- 
$171 Countries, eſpecially from our own 
iy ons, according to Propoſal VIII. 


- — ——— — — 2 T 


And in ſhort, by purſuing all ſuch Ways and 
Means, as ſerve to excite the Merchant and 
WManufatturer to promote the Intereſt of their 
Pant. and their own together. Where- 
re, the 

% Tax propoſed is, That upon Bachelors, 
nd Widomers, of a certain Age, without Chil- 
Wren, 

& THE manifold ill Conſequences that flow 
= the modiſb Practice of Mens living Bat- 
belors, are too glaring and evident. For we 
May venture to pronounce, without any De- 
ee of Uncharitableneſs, That it is one great 
$aulc of all the Lewdneſs and Debauchery of 
bs Age, Some e indeed undoubtedly there 
ö are 


eee Iv we 


of 
ſe 
J- 
1C 
e, 


to diſtinguiſh them from others, which it i; 


the publick Stock of Inhabitants, in whid 
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are, who no ways contribute to theſe Immo. 
ralities by their ſingle Life. But they are to 
inconſiderable in Number to deſerve to hart 
particular Exemptions, even were it  poſlibl 


not poſſible to do in a legal Way. In il 
Things calculated for the general Good, fone 
Individuals muſt ſuffer; and it cannot be:. 
voided. Now (to confider this Matter mere. 
ly in a commercial Light) as there are at beat 
Ninety- nine in an Hundred, who gratify ther 
Deſires, but ſo as to add no proper Increaſe ty 


the Riches and Strength of a Nation do con- 
fiſt, one may eaſily judge of the Evil of ſud 
a Practice, by its bad Conſequences. Andi 
London particularly, where this Vice of living 
Batchelors moſtly prevatls, there it is obſer 
ble, by the Bill. of * Mortality, that m 
Perſons die than are born, every Year. vi 
that were it not for the continual * T 


* To this Paragraph it has been objected, that tp 
yearly Bills of Mortality, which make he Burials mot 
than the Births, are not to be, relied upon, as to ti 
Point: * Becauſe there are no Births regiſtred, but ti: 
* Births of thoſe who are baptized according to the Fam 
« of the e/tabliſbed Church; whereas Di/ſenters of md 
c Denominations are buried in the Church, and conk 
* quently regi/tred there.“ ; 
Now as it is a very material Article to know, w 
ſome Degree of Certainty, Whether more Perſons 6 
in Loudon, than are born z—and conſequently, Whede 
the whole City would not be depopulated in a Century 
10 
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rom the Country, where the Marriage State 
& not yet quite ſo unfaſbionable, that great 
Aletropolis would be depopulated in a Courſe 
bf Years. And yet there is no Place, in which 
pere are ſo great Numbers of the Female Sex, 
© the Proportion, as in London. Can it be 
edited, though perhaps it is too true, That 

| in 


Wo, if the Inhabitants followed the ſame Courſes they 
bw do, were it not for the INFLUX of Strangers, to 
pply theſe Deficiencies ; I ſhall therefore beg Leave to 
fer the following Conſiderations, in Reply to the above 
dbjeCtion. 
I. Some Children are begot in the Country, yet born 
London; ſuch, for Inſtance, whoſe Mothers come up 
© Town for the Convenience of $s#:/ful Attendance : 
Ind as this is the Caſe with many. Families of Diſtinc- 
dn, conſequently, the Number of Births is ſo much in- 
eaſed. 
l. Many Perſons contract their Death-Sickneſs in 
Worden, yet are carried out of it for the Benefit of the 
Wir, and die in the Country; there they are buried, and 
= Notice taken of them in the Regiſters within the Bills 
Mortality. 
II. JusT the ſame is the Caſe of thoſe, who die in 
aon, yet are carried to their Burial-Places in the 
ountry : The Number of theſe is conſiderable in the 
; ear; whereas there are few Inſtances of Perſons being 
Nied out of the Country, to be interred in London. 
IV. Many Diſſenters of different Denominations 
e Burial-Places of their own ; and conſequently, the 
Wumbers of their Dead do not ſtwell the Regiſters of the 
tabliſhed Church /o much as might be imagined. 
Bur allowing, That the Numbers of Diſſenters bu- 
Fd in the eſtabliſhed Church, may make ſome Diffe- 
nce in the Account, ſtill this Difference cannot amount 
any thing near the Sum which is found to be the Dif- 
ence between Births and Burials in the Compaſs of a 
| "I Year; 
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In this City alone thete are upwards of 74h 
Thouſand looſe Women, from ſixteen Years d 
to forty, who have not Fifty Children in 1 
Year ? And the few they have, are born will 
all ſorts of Diſorders, and educated, if the 
chance to live, in all kinds of Vice and Wit 
edneſs ? In ſhort, it has been often remark 
ed, That the greateſt Rakes, that all By 
rope can produce, when they arrive in Ex 
land, and come to London, are quite /hichl 
and ſcandalized at the unparallekd Lewd 
and Debauchery reigning among Us, ſo fr 
beyond any Thing they could have imagine 
Now if theſe 10,000 %% Women had u 
been debauched and corrupted, and were mu 
ried to Perſons of their own Rank and Co 
dition, they might have had at leaſt One Twi 
ſand healthy Children every Year; and the 
in a fair Way to be bred to hone/# Trades wilt 
Callings. Beſides, upon the preſent Foot 


Year; viz. about SEVEN THOUSAND Souls. 
Numbers of Births, generally ſpeaking, amount to | 
or 16000 in a Year ; and the Burials from zr, to 240 
in the ſame Time: A Difference of three to tive. H 
ſoon would this depopulate any Country, were it 
for foreign Supplies? And how terrible do the Ef 
of Vice, Lewdneſs and Debauchery, appear to the 
ral Intereſts of a Kingdom, when ſeen from this 

of View? What an Abſurdity, therefore, was it in" 
Author of The Fable of the Bias, to ſay, That Prin 
Vices are Publick Benefits ! It is Virtue alone, which 
make a Nation flouriſh. And Vice of every kind is,! 
ther immediately, or in its Conſequences, injurious to W 
meEree, . 


N 
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Injuſtice done to the married Tradefman, 
and Landed Gentleman, is moſt grievous and 
Entolerable. * For they pay the Excife, and 
Wveral other Duties, in Proportion to the Con- 


hy ſumption of their Families; but the Batchelor 
ich pays only for his ſingle Self; i. e. Thoſe who 


ce moſt beneficial to the Publick, are doubly, 
rebly or quadruply taxed, in Proportion as 


ey are beneficial; and others who are a Nu- 
u ance to it, are therefore exempted. Is there 
Indy Juſtice or Equity in this? I add, Men 
ay underſtand theſe Things as Patriots and 


Politicians, who would turn a deaf Ear to 
Lectures in Morality and Divinity. Nay more, 
Puch Abounding of Lewaneſs, and Surfeiting of 
WProftitution, doth in Fact tend to increaſe the 
Norte unnatural Vices, inſtead of preventing 
hem, as it is vulgarly, though erroneouſly, 
supposed. And the Hiſtory of a// Nations, 
oi rom the former Times down to the preſent, 


confirms this Aſſertion. Antient Greece and 
b dome, and modern England, to mention no 
more, have furniſhed % many Examples in 
roof of this Point. And Reaſon itſelf thould 
ell us, That it is with 7%, as with all other 
ſepraved Appetites, where Surfeiting and Sa- 
ety are Inducements to ſeek out {ſs natural 
Ways of Gratification. 


WHERrEFoRE the Propoſal here is, That 


24,0 
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4 . all Batchelor, after they have attained to the 
1 is ee of Twenty five Years, ſhall pay TREBLE 
to 0 K 2 King's 


| 6 Cauſes of the Decline, &c. p. 8, 9, —and 51. 
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King's Tax, Poor Tax, Window Tax, — 
and the Taxes upon Coaches, till they marry; 
And that all Widowers, between Thirty and 
Fifty, if they have no Children, ſhall pay voy. 
BLE. Thus the greateſt, i. e. the wealthif 
Offenders, are properly mulcted. For un- 
doubtedly they have it in their Power to ſettle 
in the World, if they will. They are the 
People who ſet bad Examples; and by their 
Station, Riches, Intrigues, and Addreſs, de. 
bauch thoſe young Women at firſt, who a. 
terwards become the common Proſtitutes of the 
Town. But as this only reaches the wealth; 
eſt of them; and as there are va/t Number, 
of ſingle Men, whom this Scheme would not 
affect, therefore there ſhould be added to it 
a general Capitation Tax for all Batchelrr, 
of whatſoever Degree, above Twenty five 
Years of Age. And if this was fixed at Twen- 
ty Shillings a Head per Ann. for all above the 
Condition of Day-Labourers, and at Ten Sbi- 
lings for them (with an Exemption only for 
common Soldiers and Sailors) it would be 2 
very juſt anckequitable Law, and would cer- 
tainly be attended with many good Conſequen- 
ces, both as to the Morals and the Commerce 
of the Nation. The 

2d T Ax propoſed, is, That upon menid! 
Men-Servants, i. e. ſuch who are not employ- 
ed either for the Purpoſes of Huſbandry ot 
Commerce, but for State and Grandeur. 


IT 
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Ir was the great Principle, which run 


through the whole Plan of The Eſſay on the 
S Cauſes of the Decline of Foreign Trade, before 


quoted, That each Perſon ſhould tax himſelf 


according to the Figure and Station of Lite he 
= choſe to appear in; — But that all the Veceſſa- 
8 ries of Life ſhould be Duty free. Now in 
the Caſe before Us, Livery Servants, Foot- 
men, Valets, Men Cooks, &c. &c. certainly 
cannot be ranked among the Neceſſaries of 
Life, and therefore are the proper Subjects for 
© ſuch a Tax. If any one chooſes to have them, 
he himſelf chooſes to appear in an elevated 
Condition, and therefore is the fitteſt to pay 
towards improving the Commerce, and ex- 
© tending the general Intereſt of the Kingdom. 


Bur that is not all: For theſe Men- Ser- 


vants, generally ſpeaking, are by Nature fitter 
for other Employments, had they not taken 
up with this ale one; and might have been 
# ſeful to their Country, by Sea or Land, either 
in the ſeveral Parts of Huſbandry, or in labo- 
riaus Trades; whereas by their preſent way of 
& Living they render themſelves uſeleſs in all 
KReſpects; and not only ſo, but keep Thou- 
= nds of the other Sex out of an Honeſt Em- 
E ployment, which by Nature they are jit?e/ 
for; and very often are tempted for the Want 
ol it to take to vicious Courſes. I believe it 
will hardly be denied, but that Women Ser- 


vants might perform all the Functions, which 
Men Servants do, in reſpect to 1 at 
K 3 able n 
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Table, tending the Tea-kettle, &c. and equally 
as well. They might walk behind their La- 
dies, and carry their Books to Church, as well 
as any Footman, and why they are not per- 
mitted to do it, is Matter of ſome Aſtoniſb- 
ment to a thinking Mind. In ſhort, the poorer 
and the midaling Part of the Female Sex, are 
deprived of thoſe Employments which pro- 
perly belong to them, very often to their own 
utter Ruin, and the Detriment of Society, If 
a y Woman has a genteeliſþ Education, 
and a ſmall Fortune, ſhe Rands upon the Brint 
of Deſtructian; and even if the is deſirous, 
ſhe ſcarcely knows, Nhat Trade to put her- 
felf to, in order to be out of the Way of 
Temptation. For, excepting two or three 
Trades, which Women ſtill retain, all the 
Reſt are engroſſed by Men. We have Aen. 
Mantua-makers, Men-DMilliners, Men-Stay- 
makers, Men- Sbac makers for Womens Shoes, 
Men-Hair-Cutters for Womens Hair, &c. and 
very likely in time we ſhall have Sempſtreſſes, 
Laundreſſes, and Clear-Starchers, of the 
Sex. 

Sucn Perverſions as theſe, of the Order 
of Society, are not of ſmall ill Conſequence, 
either to the Welfare of Individuals, or ii 
Good of the State. And therefore to d:/cou- 


rage ſuch Practices as much as may be, in the i 


Affair of Men-Servants, The Propoſal is, That 
each of them ſhall be taxed To- Sbillings and 


Six Pence in the Pound, according to thei! 
; | Wages, 
| 
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© Wages, to be paid by their Maſters and Mi- 
treſſes, and to be collected by the Officers of 
the Window Tax. If a Scheme of this Na- 
ure were effectually put in Practice, the Con- 
ſequence would be, either, That Women-Ser- 
Wants would be employed, rather than Men, 

which would anſwer a good End in that Re- 

Ypett ;-——or elſe, that theſe Men-Servants, tho 

dle and uſeleſs in themſelves, would contribute 

to the promoting of Commerce and extending 
pur Trade, by means of the Tax they pay for 
this End; - though ſorely againſt their Will. 

= The 34 Tax propoſed, is, That upon Sad- 


: Tu Tax upon Coaches, as far as it went, 
was an excellent and publick-ſpirited Act of 
he Legiſlature, It was laying the Burden, 
here it ought always to be laid, vis. upon 
che Luxuries, the Ornaments and Refinements 
Jof Living. But undoubtedly it was defective 
Ws to its Extent: Many Gentlemen of Fortune, 
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, N peil if they are Gngle, do not choſe to 
me ep Coaches; and others may live in ſuch 

Warts of the Country, where the Situation is 
der {Wot canuenient for their ſo doing. Yet they all 


keep Saddle Horſes in abundance, — Hunters, 
and perhaps Racers, — without paying any 
Tax; though theſe Things are Articles of 
mere Luxury, Parade and Pleaſure, as much 
as Coaches. Is there now any Equity or Juſ- 
tice in this? And are not ſuch Perſons the 
ptopereſt Subjects to pay towards the Sup- 
; K 4 port 
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port of our Manufactures, and extending 
our Commerce? Undoubtedly they are : And 
therefore the Propoſal is this, That all Owner 
of Saddle Horſes, young Horſes under fy 
Years old excepted, be taxed at the Rate of 
foe —_— per Horſe every Year ;j—ſaving 


* : 
= — 


only one Horſe, which ſhall be admitted to be 
kept free of all Tax by each Owner, on the 
Suppoſition, That Riding may be neceſſary for 
his Health, or on the Account of Buſincſ. 
If greater Allowances than this were made, 
it would be opening a Door for Fraud and 
Collufion : And if leſs, it might bear hard upon 
the real Wants and Neceſſities of many Peo- 
— Perhaps even this Indulgence of one 
orſe, Tax-free, to each Proprietor, might 
ſeem too rigorous a Reftraint ; and might 
actually be ſo in certain Circumſtances ; but 
in all Caſes of publick Concern, it is impoſlible 
to adjuſt Things in ſuch a Manner, as that 
every Perſon can be pleaſed, —or even that the 
Intereſt of every Individual may be ſo particu 
larly taken Care of, according to the Nature 
of his peculiar Circumſtances, as that he can 
have no juſt Reaſon to complain. To proceed 
therefore, - the 
4th Tax propoſed to be levied is on Dogs 
of every Sort and Kind, except Shepherd: 
Dogs, and Houſe Dogs. For every thing be. 
yond this, is moſt undoubtedly an Article of Wn: 
Luxury, and Diverſion ; and as ſuch, juſtly W 
liable to be Taxed, if 
WHEREFORE 


NE ene am 


An ESSAY on TRADE. 137 


= WHEREFORE the Propofal is, That the 

Dwners of all Dogs ſhall pay One Shilling for 
ach Dog every Year. And as there are ſuch 
Wrodigious Numbers of Hounds, Greyhounds, 
Wointers, Setters, Spaniels, Beagles, Lap-Dogs, 
d Turnſpits all over the Kingdom, this would 
Ting in a very conſiderable Revenue, which 
pight be employed to the greateſt National 
dvantage, in ſupporting and extending our 
rade and Commerce. —lf this Tax ſhould 
Wuſc a Diminution of the Species, there would 
e no Harm in that; nay, it would be at- 
Inded with a great deal of Good; as for many 
ber Reaſons, ſo particularly for this, That the 
eadful and ſhocking Calamities attending the 
ite of Mad Dogs, would be leſs frequent 


. K 2 02 


oe 


F F 3 Þ © 


nd 


ht ran they now are. If any one ſhould ob- 
u: Wh ct, That Turn-ſpits ought to be conſidered 
ble Ws neceſſary Implements for dreſſing of Victu- 
hat , and therefore ought to be excepted out of 


Wis Regulation, The Anſwer is obvious and 
Waly ; viz, That Facks and Smoke- Jacks are 
; eferable to Turn- ſpits in every Reſpect :=— 
They are cheaper, all Things conſidered ; and 
Species of Manufacture, which ought to be 
Encouraged. But above all, there is no Dan- 


Mer from them of thoſe ſhocking Conſequen- 
erd es aforementioned, which every Year have 
be. ¶ Pecaſioned the Deaths of many People, in the 
e of {Winoſt dreadful manner. | 


App to this, That no other Method, than 
what is here propoſed, can be effectual for the 
9 Pre- 
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Preſervation of the Game. For as long x 
Poachers of all kinds are allowed to key 
Dogs, free of any Tax, it will be impoſlilk 
for Penal Laws, in ſuch a Conſtitution 3 
Eugland is under, to prevent their uſing then 
to the Deſtruction of the Game. But th 
laying a Tax upon Dogs ſtrikes at the pring 
pal Root of the Evil complained of. 

THe g. Tax propoſed, is @ double Tum 
pike Tax on all Perſons who revel on Sys 
days. A mogiſh and à reigning Vice thi 
which ought to receive ſome Check and Djþ 
countenance from the Legiſlature. Not ong 
in a thouſand times can there be a juſt and 
reaſonable Excuſe for this Practice; and ther 
fore it becomes a proper and fit Subject for 
— according to the Principles before li 

n. | 

I'n ſhort, We ſubmit it with great Dei 
rence to the Judgment of the intelligent Rea 
er, Whether there is not ample Proyilia 
made in this Propoſal, for all the Expencs 
which might be incurred by the Execution d 
any of the Reſt; —and that without burdet 
ing any one Article of the real Neceſſaries 0 
Life. Were the Taxes to be laid, as here r 


commended, they would indeed very prob. 


bly cauſe a confederable Diminution of the Ar 
ticles which were to pay theſe Taxes: Bui 
even that Circumſtance would prove, in mam 
Reſpects, a yery great National Advantage. 
And were the Monies raiſed by theſe Tax6 


proper ly, 


ful Hand, 


| Ir Intereſt 
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werly, judiciouſly, and faithfully applied to 
— Uſes and * before 9 
ps there would not be a Nation in the 
ald, which could vie with us in Number 
Inhabitants, Extent of Commerce, and the 
iſhing State of our Colonies and Factories 
both the Indies. 

Fraxzs, in their own Nature, if they are 
perly and judiciouſly laid on, are fo far 
cauſing Commerce to ſtagnate, 
enliven it : And therefore may 
to the Pruning of a Tree by a 
by which means the Tree is 
ed in Health, and laſts the longer. The 
it (upon the whole) is more in 
| better in Quality, and a vigorous Circula- 
, and equal Nourtſhment are maintained 
roughout. Whereas, on the other Hand, 
: fingle Tax, though ſmall in its Amount, 
y laid on, fo as to ſtop the Pro- 
$ or Circulation of Labour, is in fact the 
niet and moſt inſupportable of all others. 
his is a Doctrine little underſtood, eſpecially 
the Landed Intereſt, who of all Perſons 
ght to ſtudy it the moſt, as it never can be 


to act upon a contrary Prin- 


that they 


uantity 
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CONCEUSION 


ND thus have I ventured to given 
 Sentiments, with that Freedom u 
=» Unreſervedneſs, which is natural 
Men who mean well, and whoſe /ole Ain 
the Good and Proſperity of their Country, 
As I have no private Ends of my own! 
ſerve, either the one Way or the other, Ih 
had no Biaſs of Self-Intereſt upon my Mind 
_ IT is true, I confeſs, that many of ti 
PRoPoSALs here made, are Subjects it 
unpopular in the preſent Times: Neith 
would I willingly have advanced any th 
harſh or diſagreeable, even to prejudil 
Minds, were it poſſible to have made Tri 
and Popularity, in this Caſe, conſiſt tog 
ther. But ſince that cannot be, what mu 
be done? Muſt we ſtill go on, increaſing 
our Diſerders, and beholding our Rivali ti 
ing their Advantage of theſe Misfortune 
merely becauſe ſome People do not choſe 
be told WHERE the Core of the Evil lies, 


How it may be taken out? If the _ 
er 
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ce propoſed, are neceſſary or advantageous to 
e Publick, that alone ſhould be ſufficient to 
ommend them to the Eſteem of a/l Per- 
of Worth and Cbaracter; But if they are 
t I put in no Plea or Apology for them: 
ny will add, on behalf of the Author, that 
g Intentions were good, though He was miſ- 
en. | 
I am alſo well aware, That there is a cuſ- 
ry Prepoſſeſſion entertained againſt Pro- 
s of all Kinds; And that Projectors are 
gked upon as a Race of Beings who have 
ething very ſingular and whimſical in their 
mpoſition, And yet I think it muſt be 
wed, That, notwithſtanding all the Pre- 
lice which ſome chimerical Gentlemen of 
Stamp have drawn upon themſelves, there 
ſt be both Projects and Prejectors, when 
ings are bad, and want mending; otherwiſe 
y never could be better, nor the Faults 
refed. | 
Wir Reſpect to the Caſe before us, there 
two general Objections, as far as J am able 
perceive, which may be made againſt what 
been advanced. | 
Taz firſt is, That many of the Propoſals, 
bugh they may be right in Theory, are im- 
acficable in Fact. 2 
Tur ſecond is, That the Schemes here laid 
vn, are attended with their Inconveniencies 
well as others. 


To 
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To the yinsr of theſe I reply; That it 
one can be certain of this, till an Attempt H 
been made to = them in Practice: And w 
may be very ſure, Every one of them mig 
be eaſily put in Execution, were Perſons x 
really animated with the Love of their Cow 
try, and as truly concerned for its Welfare af 
Proſperity, as they pretend to be ; And hy 
ſome among us, in their Oppoſition to en 
Meaſure of the Government, no dark, lum 
Scheme at Heart, which they cover over vi 
ſpecious Names. 

Bes1DEs, None of theſe Schemes, no, ne 
all of them together, are ſo difficult in then 
ſelves to be carried into Execution, as the 
fingle one which has been fo happily perf 
in our own Days, the UN TON with $i 
land. In that Caſe, inveterate National Pr 
judices, — National Pride, — Family-Interet, 
Self-Intereſt, = Jacobitical Intereſt,--Preten 
of Conſcience, Fears of Religion, and th 
reſpective Churches of both Kingdoms: 
All theſe conſpired to heap up Difficulties | 
the Way. And yet all were ſurmounted 

the Firmneſs and Addreſs of thoſe true Þ 
triots of both Kingdoms, to their immom 
Honour, who had the Management of tis 
Affair. Whereas in the preſent Caſe, thel 
can be no Pretences of Conſcience, no Fears" 
the Church's being in Danger, to encouilt 
with: There are no National Animoſities, ( 

| National Pride, or the Intereſt of great 
ml « 
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ies, to obſtruct us; And very little of Party 
4% 41 a . f . 
t can mingle in any of theſe Affairs: 
ntereſt is the chief Obſtacle to be ſur- 
Wanted. This is indeed a great one, which 
Will draw every thing that it can to its Aſſiſt- 
fee, But it is not infaperable, if withſtood 
Men who have a true Love for their Coun- 
„ and Prudence and Diſcretion to time their 
ndeavonrs, and guide them aright. 
MokkovER: Suppoſing none of theſe Pro- 
al are fach as will go down at preſent, 
While Men are full of their Prejudices, and 
ndof their own Opinions: Yet, even in that 
Wale, it may not be amiſs to lay before them 
he Things that are right; which they may 
onſider of at their Leiſure. When Men come 
p reaſon and reflect, their Prejudices will be- 
zin to ſoften; and Time will reconcile them 
o thoſe Expedients, which they had inveigb- 
4 bitterly againſt before; perhaps for want 
f under/landing and Anorwing them better. — 
bus it often happens, That Propoſals deem- 
d impracticable at one Seaſon, on account of 
e Popular Outcry againſt them, may be call- 
d for at anot her, with equal Vehemence and 
Impatience, And therefore, with humble 
ubmiſſion, It may not be amiſs to leave theſe 
FROPOSALS upon RrcorD for future Exa- 
mination, though none of them ſhould be 
udged fea/ible at the preſent. 
Bu beſides the former Obje&on, a SECO 
Is, That this Scheme itſelf is attended with 
le keonveniencies, as well as others. I 
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I GRANT it is: And ſurely no Man in hi; 
Senſes could ever ſuppoſe, That there could hy 
any Scheme calculated for the general Good 
= would not bear hard upon the Intereſt 
of ſome particular People, The true Way 
eſtimating any Propoſal is, to confider, Whe. 
ther it doth remedy more old Inconveniencig 
than it introduces new ones ; —And whether 
upon the Whole, it is beneficial or not, —and in 
Benefits of ſuch Importance as delerve to hx 
regarded? —Laſtly, Whether likewiſe ſome q 
theſe very Inconveniencies which are ſuppoſe 
to attend it, may not be prevented or amendi 
by further Experience and Obſervation. Thi 
is the true Way for eſtimating any Propol 
And by this Rule I would chooſe that ny 
own ſhould be tried ; and then let them ſtand 
or fall, 

Wr are always complaining of the bad Mo 
rals of our People ; of a general Corruption; 
and the being out-rivalled in Trade. Never 
theleſs, it is very certain, that the preſent dy- 
tem of Things greatly contributes to the ln- 
creaſe of each of theſe Evils. My Meaning is 
that it lays powerful Temptations in People 
way. And then, what can be expected 
Some few perhaps will prove their Virtue tobe 
ſuperior ; but the great Majority will certainly 
be corrupted. For evident it is, that the Jnn- 
cence of the Bulk of Mankind, is beſt preſerve 
by their being e of the Temptation, 


or at a great Diſtance from it, Now want! 
| | 
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ls the natural Tendency of Cuſtombouſe Oaths, 
Lin Oaths, Freedom Oaths, &c. Kc. but 


to entice and encourage Mankind to be guilty 


BY ofthe foul Sin of wif and deliberate Perju- 
ry? What are the heavy Taxes upon the 
by married State, and Exemptions for Batchelors, 


but the like Inducements to Men to remain 
ingle, and to gratify their Defires in an un- 
a Way? What are all the exclufrve Com- 
panies, all the heavy Duties upon Importa- 
tion, and the many Statutes for cramping the 
Trade of Ireland, but fo many continued At- 
tempts to drive away the Trade from our- 
ſelves to the French, who are not only our 
Rivals, but the moſt dangerous ones we can 
we? And truly we have greatly ſucceeded 
In all theſe: Yet who can we blame but our- 
elves? It may be pleaded indeed in excuſe 


1 lor theſe Laws and Eſtabliſhments, That they 
* ere not originally intended to produce thoſe 
bo bad Effects. I allow they were not; nor are 


hey charged with any ſuch Deſign. But the 
ueſtion ol is, Not what was the View of the 
Makers of theſe Laws, or what was the End 
propoſed by ſach Eſtabliſhments, but what 
$ the Tendency of them, as verified by Expe- 


11 ience, and how they do operate in Fact? And 
* it I made to appear, That they are ſo de- 
rved ructive in their Conſequences, and ſubverſive 
en e Morals, Liberties, and Commerce, it is 


ut of little Conſolation to know, That they 
fre eſtabliſhed with a better View; as we 
U L are 
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are now conſidering the Things themſelves, 
with their natural Conſequences, not the Cha- 
raters or Deſign of their Authors and Pro- 
jectors. | 
I wiLL only add one Reflection more to 
what has been ſaid; viz. That if we would 
ſtill keep on our Trade at a Foreign Market, 
we mult, at leaſt, be upon an equal Footing 
with other Nations, as to the Goodneſs and 
Cheapreſs of what we have to ſell; otherwik 
we cannot expect, That Foreigners ſhould give 
Us the Preference to their own Loſs. This 
then being the State of the Caſe, it neceſſarih 
follows, That we muſt always have an Eye 
upon the Practices and Proceedings of our 
Rivals, and take our Meaſures accordingly, 
as far as regards this mutual Emulation, If 
they contrive Ways and Means to render their 
Manufa&ures cheaper or better than they did 
before, ſo as to outvie Us; we muſt ſtrive to 
outvie them in Cheapneſs and Goodneſs, or 
be deprived of that Part of Commerce by 
them: If / hey invite Foreigners to ſettle among 
them, in order to have the more Hands, and 
to keep down the Price of Labour; e mult 
do the ſame, or take the Conſequence to our- 
ſelves: If they allow of no excluſive Comps 
nies in a Branch of Trade which 7znterfers 
with our Trade; we muſt put down our Com- 
panies, or loſe. that Trade: If their Manu 
facturers are ſober and induſtrious, and work 
for low Wages, and ſeldom become a Burden 


of | pal 


Ax ESSAY on TRADE. 147 
upon their Pariſhes; we muſt endeavour to 
put ours 1 the ſame Footing, or be content 
with the Poverty which will be brought up- 
on Us: If their Government requires little or 
| no Duties upon Importation, in order to en- 
courage the greater Numbers to engage in 
Trade, and that all Merchandize may come 
| the cheaper to the Conſumer; wwe muſt 7m7ate 
them in that Reſpect, and change our Cuſtoms 
into In-land Duties; or adminiſter continual 
Temptation to the Needy and Fraudulent to 
turn Smugglers, and ſuffer ourſelves to ſink 
under theſe Evils, together with the Burden 
and Weight of our Cuſtoms. Thele are the 
Alternatives which are ſet before Us; and one 
would think, That if Mankind were not greatly 
blinded with their Prejudices, and biaſſed by 
private Intereſts and ſiniſter Views, they need 
not be long in deliberating which to chooſe. — 
Not to mention, That as every Country in 
urope now begins to underſtand the Maxims 
ff Trade, and apply themſelves to Commerce, 
and are actually raiſing al Sorts of Manufac- 
ures of their own, and have laid new Duties 
pon ours;—for theſe Reaſons, N onght to 
de more intent than ever to contrive all Ways 
Ind Means poſſible to /5wer the Price of every 
hing we export, in order to overbalance theſe 
ditional Duties by Dint of Cheapneſs of La- 
jour, and to outvie theſe new [zvals by the 
vdneſs of our Manufactures. 


upon L 2 AN. 
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AN 


APPENDIX 


Containing a PLAN for raiſing Ox: 
only Pax on the Conſumers if 
Luxuries. 


H E foregoing Propoſals were er- 
deavoured to be drawn up in ſuch 
Ja Manner as pointed out, how 
me defired Alterations in our Syl- 

tems of Commerce, and of col- 
lecting the Publick Revenue, might be brought 
about as gradually as poſſible. And no great- 
er Deviations were attempted to be made 
from the preſent State of theſe Affairs, than 
feemed abſolutely neceſſary; leſt too pre- 
cipitate a Shock might prejudice Mankind 
againſt Conviction. I did not therefore pro- 


pole 
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| poſe ſome of the above-mentioned Alterations, 
as what appeared to me the very beſt which 
could be deviſed; but the beſt in our preſent 
@ Circumſtances, and the likelieſt to ſucceed. 
For I am convinced, That what I am now. 
going to offer, is in itſelf a much more effec- 
© tual Remedy, if our Conſtitution is ſtrong 
enough to admit the Application of it. 

= THz Scheme is taken out of a Quarto 
Pamphlet, which would do Honour to any 
Man, ſeveral times already quoted; viz. An 
1 5 on the Cauſes and Decline of the Foreign 
Lade. 

Bor as I ſhall take the Liberty to make 
© {ome few Alterations from, and Additions to, 
K what this moſt ingenious Author hath ad- 
E vanced, I ſhall put thoſe Articles in a different 
ECharaFer, that they may be diſtinguiſhed from 
his; And that his Original Plan may not be 
Envolved in any Cenſure, which perhaps is 
C ly due to my Additions and Alterations. — 
: The Reaſons which induced me to believe 
1 ſome few Things might be altered, or 
5 Ided for the better, ſhall be laid before the 
Reader in the Sequel. 


— CO 
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SSOSSIH DIODES S000 
An Extract from Page 44, Cc. of 
the-Efſay on the Cauſes and Decline 
of the Foreign Trade. 


Firſt and Second ProPos Ls. 


No lay one Tax on the Conſumers of 
Luxuries, and take off all our other 
Taxes, Exciſes, and Cuſtoms ; And when 
that is done; to make all our Ports free. 
As the Money-Affair is always the grand 
Object, ſomething, by Way of Equivalent 
muſt be given for the Taxes taken off: A: 
ſuch the following Scheme is offered. 


A PRoPoSAL for raiſing one only Tax u 
the Conſumers of Luxuries, 


IT is hereby propoſed, That all Pero 
uſing, wearing, or drinking the following Ar 
ticles of Luxury, as particularly ſpecified, be 
obliged to take out a Licence Yearly, payiq 
each one Subſidy for each Article of three 
Half-pence in the Pound only, on the co 
puted Income they ſhould have to ſupport thi 
Station of Life they voluntarily place them. 4 
ſelves in, by the Article of Luxury they ug,“ 
wear, or drink, as by the Example following . 

! ARI. 
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2 Tax at 3 
ARTICLES of LUXURY. 8 Halfpence 
I Jer Pound. | 
' 4. 1& [5 [4 
WAI! Perſons | 
. Keeping two Coaches and Six for theirz , 30 


. C | 

. Uſing Diſhes or Plates of Silver at their 
Tables, commonly called Services of & 4000]|25 [ 
Plate 
B. Keeping a Coach and Six for their Uſe—2000]|1 2| 10] 
. Keeping a Coach and Four for their Uſe -<1000| 6| 5 | 
5. Drinking French Wines in their _ 


| 
| 
1000] 6 5 [ 


of ſes or Lodgings 
der . Keeping a Coach and Two for their T 5 
Uſe _ _ — _— 3 
den | 
t+ Chariots, Four-W heel Chaiſes, 6c. 
and are included in the Term Coach, ! 
* Wearing Jewels for their Dreſs (be- 


ſides Necklaces, Solitaires, Rings, or . 800 5 | 
Ear-Rings) — — — — 
. Keeping a Sedan Chair for their Uſe — 800] 5 
„ Wearing Gold and Silver, Men on 
their Coats and Hats; and Women , 500] 3| 2| 6 
on their Gowns and Shoes — — | 
o. Uſing Silver Plate for their word, 

250 


f 
: 
IJ . 

'1 
| 
1 
[ 
: 
: 
U 
4 
4 


| 
46 

= 
| / 
I i 
f : 
if 

j ' 


— — — 


Ars Boards or Tables (not having Services) "3 3 
* 1. Uſing China Services, v:z, Diſhes 
d, WR and Plates at their Tables — — f 757] 103 | 
ay Wearing Necklaces or Solitaires of 
che Jewels for their Dreſs (beſides Kings 250] 111 3 
1 Ear-Rings) | 
co". Keeping a Chair or Chaiſe with one | 
ort t Horſe: for their Uſe nn ] 
them Keeping a Pack of Hounds 250 1/103 
y ue. Keeping a Man, or Men Servants in $5 
25 Livery, or to wait at Table — — 3 | 111 3} 
Wand 3 Keeping more Saddle- Horſes than one — 250, 111] 3 


R TH  « 


5 ——x—2—7 me! 0 | 
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— TR 


Tax at 3 at 3 
JARTICLES of LUXURY. ke Halfpence 
4 per Pound, 


CE e WAR rn nos os . AF] 
All Perſons 


17. Drinking Port Wine in their Houſe, 


Lodging or Service, — I have inſerted . 
| the Ward Port FR for Reaſons hereafter ; > 100] |1: 


| and all ather Wines, except French, are 
here included 
113. Keeping Greyhounds, Setters, Nets, © o > 
Fotuling-Pieces, &c. — 
19. Uſing China Plates for Deſerts only, & 100 ld 


(having no Services of Ching) — — 
20, Wearing Gold or Silver for their 

| Dreſs (except on Coats, Gowns, Hats, 
or Shoes 

121, Wearing Jewels in Rings, or Ear-Rings 100 112] 6 
(22, Going to Plays, Operas, 2 Lact 


Balls, e to Ridottos, Long 
Roe, Public Gardens — — 
23, Going io Bear and Bull-Baitings, 
Prize-fightings, Boxing-matches, Cocł- 
„ec and Hor ſe- races — — 
4. Uſing no Silver Plate but Spoons — 50 6 
| = Drinking Brandy, Rum, or any Spi- 8 
rits, in Houſe, Lodging, or Service — 5 
26. Wearing Silk or Silk Stuffs in at: 
| parel — — 
27. Having Pidtures, Paintings or Prints 
in Houſe or Lodging — 
28. Having more than one nnn 
in ditto — — 


29. Drinking Tea, Coffee, or —— 251 |: a 
] 


in Houſe. Lodging, or Service 
130. Ving China Tea-Difhes, Cups, or |. 
| By _ — n eee 

Playing at Cards, Dice, or any 2 


| e which is not uſed for the jake o 
1 bodily Exerciſe — 2 


cy 


— 


— * 
DE 
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Tuts is the general Scheme of the Au- 


| _ And I have ventured to make ſuch Ad- 
. Iitions to it, as, I hope, are confiſtent with 


I ſhall therefore make no 
particular Alteration ; And 


« ly obſerve with reſpect to the 5th and the 


77th Articles, 7. e. The Diſtinction between 
Parking French Wines, and other Wines 


W which are the principal Alterations) that they 
Poch ſeem to me to be highly neceflary. The 


Author indeed makes no Difference through- 
put the Treatiſe between promoting the Con- 

umption of French Wine or Port Wine, as if 
Wt was the fame to the Commerce of this 


| ingdom: But, though I acknowledge with 
eaſure the Inſtruction I have received in 
ther Parts of the Science of Commerce, I 
&:0n0t follow him in this; and muſt ſtill Rick 
Mo the Maxims of all the former Writers on 
Ende, till I can fee more Reaſon to alter my 
Ppinion. If French Clarets, Burgundy, and 


WChampagne, were as cheap as Port, few Men 


ould heſitate long which to choose. The 


Britiſß Merchant, I think, has ſatisfactorily 


proved, That were we to aboliſh all Duties 


on French Goods, and they to do the fame 
n Engliſh (as was partly the Scheme of the 
Miniſtry during the four laſt Years of Queen 
Am) the Coniequence would be, at leaſt, for 
n great many Years, That England would be 
ver- run with French Silks, Laces, Wines, 
Brandies, 
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Brandies, Cloths, Stuffs, Ribbands, Fans, Toy; 
Sc. And the French would take very litt 
or nothing in Return, more than at preſent, 
The Experiment therefore which he propoſe, 
ſeems to me too hazardous; the bad Effeq; 
of it would be violent and: inſtantaneous, and 
the good ones very flow and gradual ; fo tha 
the Patient would be in Danger of expiring, 
as is often the Caſe, before the Medicine can 
operate. | a 
BESI DES, Were we to give ſuch Encou- 
ragement to the French Wines, as is her 
ſuppoſed, what would become of our Pr 
tugal Trade? which, as to the Balance d 
it, is worth two Thirds of all the reſt. The 
Court of Portugal would lay an high Duty, 
and perhaps a Prohibition, upon all Brit 
Commodities, the Moment they found we 
did not give due Encouragement to their: 
Which indeed by Publick Treaty we ar 
bound to do. And the French have always 
viewed this gainful Trade with a longing Eye; 
and would be glad to put in for it, if they 
found any Opening. | 
Bu r to return; As to the Scheme in ge- 
neral, it is certainly very good. Perhaps the 
Valuation of the Income ſuppoſed neceſſary 
for ſome few of the principal Articles is ſe 
too high; being, I preſume, calculated for 
the Meridian of London, and the adjacent 
Counties: Whereas the Calculation ſhould 
have been made more upon a Medium "7 
the 


= 
” | 
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de more diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, where 
pings are much cheaper. But this is a Trifle 
nd might eaſily be rectified. It is ſufficient, 
at the Scheme is good in itſelf, and is ſtill 
ppable of great Improvements. | 

Tur Author in the next Place gives a 
neral Rule, That all Articles of the fame 
Degree, or under the Article paid for, are 
included in it.“ f. e. If I underſtand him 
ghtly, The greater includes the %. For 
ſtance, If a Perſon pays for a Coach and 


— 
8 


— 
—— 


SS RA PL 


our, a Chariot, a one Horſe-Chaiſe, or any 
ther Vehicle he pleaſes. If he enters a whole 


The Fcrvice of Plate, he may uſe Side Boards, and 
ur, other Plate beſides. If he takes out a Li- 


nce for drinking French Wines, the ſame 
nll ſerve for Port, Spaniſb, or any other, for 
wm and Brandy; and fo on. 

INDEED, as to playing at Cards, &c. I can- 
ot allow this to be comprehended under the 


Ne uticle of going to ſee Publick Diverſions, 
mm ot only becauſe in the one Caſe, Perſons are 


ather Shectators than Actors, but alſo becauſe 
aming of every kind ought to be diſcounte- 
nced as much as poſſible. 

I app alſo, what I conceive the Author 


3 . as omitted, That the Higheſt Article which 
"i wv Man enters, gives the Lead to all the reſt ; 
acent o that he is to pay for each of the ſucceeding 
ould F"* fame which he pays for the firſt, If a 
with erſon enters a Coach and Six, and pays Twelve 


Pounds 


ix, he is thereby entitled to uſe a Coach and 
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Pounds Ten Shillings, according to the Rats 
in the Table, he is to pay the ſame Sum fi 
every other Article he enters. And there a 
the following weighty Reaſons for it: Firſ, 
That by fo doing, this Scheme becomes thy 
moſt excellent ſumpiuary Law, that ever wi 
deviſed : And ſecondly, That it is juſt an 
reaſonable each Perſon ſhould pay in Proper. 
tion to what he Uſes of any Commodity; 
Now the moſt probable Grounds we can g 
upon (for the Affair will not admit of Ce. 
tainty and Demonſtration) is, That Perſons in 
general live in Proportion to the Figure the 
make. A Perſon, who keeps a Coach and 
Six, is ſuppoſed to have more Wine drank i 
his Family than one who keeps only a ſingt 
Chariot, and to uſe a greater . in Pro- 
ion of every other Article, which he en. 
ters; and therefore in all Reaſon and Juſtice 
he ſhould pay the more, 
THE next Article that he propoſes is 
* That Huſbands ſhould pay for their Wir 
* the one Fourth of the Article they pay fat 
ce themſelves, to entitle them to Uſe the ſame; 
* and that the Parents ſhould pay for each 
*« Child under Age the one Eighth of the 
* Article they pay for themſelves, to entitt 
them to uſe the ſame,” Here again I an 
ſorry I find myſelf obliged to differ from thc 
worthy Author. If the Huſband is taxed fot 
his Wife, and Parents for their Children in 


Proportion to their Numbers; this would be 
making 
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aking too near Approaches to the Fault the 
Iuthor had himſelf ſo juſtly condemned in our 
ſent Syſtem. Beſides, when a Man has a 
mily, he is neceſſatily obliged to enter more 
rücles than he would do, were he fingle. 
dit would be a great and diſcouraging Hard- 


ws ip for the Heads of Families to pay theſe 
01. P : 
4 rticles, or any Part of them, over again, on 
4 Account of their Wives and Children. 


oreover, I do not ſee how we could rightly 
ſtinguiſn which Articles belonged to the 
uſband, which to the Wife, and which to 
Children. It therefore ſeems to me a more 
witable way, That the Huſband or Parent 
reſponſible for the whole Family, and be 
nſidered, as if he entered all the Articles of 
ſingle Self. If the Family are extravagant, 
| will uſe more Articles of Luxury than his 
rcumſtances will afford, it is his Buſineſs to 
ſtrain them: And the preſent Plan makes 


his immediate Intereſt, as well as Duty fo 
do, 


* The Author then propoſes, That Batche- 
ea bers {ſhould be doubly taxed, if of Twenty 
- he Oe Years of Age.” — This, with Submiſ- 


n, is too ſoon. Suppoſe rather, That they 
da fingle Tax for each Article, till they 
ved at Twenty Five Years ; and then were 


n taxed, till they married; and that Wi- 
en in ers likewiſe without Children, if upwards 
1d be Thirty, and under Forty Five, were doubly 
akin © 


THE 
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Tk Author then recommends, That 2 
Perſons, ſuch as he there reckons up, wh 
get their Living by the Luxuries and Ext 
vagance of others, ſhould be obliged to p 
for every Article they enter, as if they had u 
Income of Five Hundred Pounds a Year. 
But here I think there is not a ſufficient Di 
tinction made between the different Claſſes q 
theſe People; ſeeing that, according to hin 
all muſt pay alike, from the meaneſt Ale- hol 
to the greateſt Tavern; which ſurely is a ver 
— way of Taxing, and not at all agre 
able to his own juſt Maxims. Suppoſe ther 
fore, inſtead of fixing upon any particulg 
Sum, That each of theſe Perſons ſhould tat 
himſelf, by his Way of Living, according a 
others do, but only much higher, viz. Thi 
all keepers of Taverns, Coffee-houſes, Lony 
Rooms, Publick Gardens, Ale-houſes, & 
And that all Players, Shew-men, &c. ſhouk 
be frebly taxed, as long as they continue 
ſuch Profeſſions; — and that even this ſhoul 
be doubled on all thoſe, who retail Fren 
Wines or Brandies. | 
Bur undoubtedly the Way and Manner d 
levying ſuch a Tax, is the Point which m 
rits moſt the Attention of the Publick. Ai 
on this Head, the worthy Author has gie 
great Specimens of an uncommon Sagacity a 
Penetration. I ſhall not ſtay to repeat all l 
Rules and Directions, but refer thoſe who 
diſpoſed, to the Treatiſe itſelf, But there 
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e Point, which particularly deſerves to be 
ntioned for its Singularity and Contrivance, 
| as it is the Maſter Key to all the reſt: 
d that is, the Method which he has taken 
make each Perſon immediately intereſted in 
tecting the Frauds and Impoſitions of his 
johbours. He obſerves in the firſt Place, 
it as the whole Scheme is a Tax upon 
wty, the very Nature of this Paſſion betrays 
if and will not be concealed : Conſequent- 
there can be little Room for defrauding the 
venue in ſuch a Caſe. But ſuppoſe a few 
auds ſhould be attempted in ſome particular 
cumſtances ; then the following Method, 
ich he propoſes, is the moſt effectual Way 
detecting them, vig. Let each Perſon for 
firſt Year voluntarily tax himſelf according 
the Station of Life he chooſes to appear in; 
let him take out a Licence of the proper 
Reer in each Diſtrict, ſpecifying the ſeveral 
cles he enters: Let a Pariſh Regiſter be 
pt of all the Money ſo raiſed in the Year 
thin that Pariſh ; and let the Tax ſo collect- 
be a Standard for laying on the Pariſh 
tes of Church, Poor, Lamps, Scavengers, 
L all other Parochial or County Payments 
the enſuing Year. The Conſequence will 
> That thoſe who pay moſt, will naturally 
dect ſuch of their Neighbours as uſe any of 
Articles above-mentioned without entering 
m; becauſe in ſo doing, they cauſe this lat- 
Burden of Taxes to light the eaſier . 
em- 
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themſelves, - and oblige their Neighbour, ; 
contribute their Quota with them. And 
the Author propoſes, That the ſuſpected Py 
ſon: ſhould be charged with the Onus Þ 
bandi, or Juſtification of himſelf, this way 
{till facilitate the Scheme. And the Ide; 
an Informer would be very far from being a 
ſidered in that contemptible and deteſta 
Light it is at preſent, when the Bel, | 
Greateſt, and thoſe who make the mot {pls 
did Figure in each Pariſh, would be of 4 
Number. 
. Tris Tax is propoſed by the Authar 
be laid on the firſt Year without taking 
any other, in order to have a Fund aforehal 
and to pay our National Debt the faſter, wht 
alſo to ſee what it would amount to. Tis 
he propoſes, That all other Taxes ſhould] 
aboliſhed Year by Year, as this increaſes, a 
is found adequate to ſupply their Places, 
III I therefore ſingle out a Gentleman 
Two. Hundred and Fifty Pounds Income by 
Year, with a Wife and four Children : Ant 
will ſuppoſe that he enters every Article| 
well can; and compare that Tax with | 
hear in order to {ce what Advantages 0 
reaped by it. 
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Irs A Gentleman of 250 J. per Aunum, living 
nd omething. profuſely, enters, 
1 Pe 1 
[ 1. A Service of China, which includes 
* all other Articles of China g 1 
ic: i. A Side-Board of Plate; all other}, 
& Plate (except Services) included "5,0 
h Jewels, viz. Necklaces and * Wks 
b t taires; Rings and Earings ces - 
Je A two wheeled Chaiſe © 22> 
of 88. A Pack of Hounds; Gere Ls a 
Guns, Nets, Sc. included F 3 
1... WS. Men-Servants in Livery, or to 
5 wait at Table 5 1 
18 | Saddle Horſes — - — —— 111 3 
chu Port, and all Wines (except French) g 1 
1 Rum, Brandy, and Spirits included 3 
Ti Gold and Silver in Dreſs (except 
ld on Coats, Hats, Shoes, and Gowns)e 1 11 3 
87 1 Silk, and Silk-Stuffs included — f 
; d. Going to Plays; all other Diver- 
mani ps. — 21 n 
by Fictures, Prints, Sc. — 111 3 
Au Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate — 1 11 3 
icle! Looking Glaſſes — — 1 
ich! Playing at Cards — — 111 3 
ed Metal, which this Gentleman would ig 
pay for his Annual Licence —— Jar 7 
educt Three Pence in the Pound Ex- 1 6 
pences in collecting, which is about 5 


emains clear to the Government — 21 12 q 
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WHreREAS a Gentleman of the ſame Ii. 
come, let him be as frugal as he well 
pays at-preſent for himſelf, his Wife, Children 
and Family, in Duties, Cuſtoms, and Excite 
to the King, and Perquiſites to Officers of th 
Cuſtoms, with all their Train of enhancin 
Conſequences, almoſt double the former ; thi 
the neat Produce, which comes clear to th 


Government is full one third leſs, by the fi 
lowing Eſtimation. | 


4 „ 
1. Tur Gentleman is charged 
with the King's Duty, Cuſtoms 
and Exciſe, for all the Salt, 
Soap, Leather, Candle, (and 
perhaps Coal) all the Malt and 
Hops (and perhaps Ale, Beer, 
Cyder and Perry) all the Wine, 
Brandy, Rum, and Spirits; the 
Sugar, Raiſins, Currants, Le- 
mons, Oranges, Tobacco; the 
Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate, 
and other Articles uſed and con- 
ſumed by himſelf and Family: 
Which, if he is very faving, | 
perhaps may amount to no 
more than about J 


—1³ rR— 


Carried over — 20 0 


20 0 
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„ 

Brought over — 20 0 © 

Hx is charged with the r- 
kind of Advances on each 


is 
h of theſe Articles, i. e. The Ad- 
cine vances which the Perſon who 
B firſt pays the Duty, makes on 
f the next Buyer, and he on the 8 
fa next, till it comes to the Con- 


Which at leaſt muſt amount 


ſumer, who muſt pay for ALL; | 
J 


HE is charged with all) 
ſecondary kind of Advances, 
i. e. The reciprocal Advances 
of the Price of Labour, Provi- 
ſions, and all Commodities, $10 o o 
which Tradeſmen, Landlords, 
and all People concerned, make 
upon one another. This muſt 
at leaſt amount to as much more 


1 


2 


Total paid at preſent, even with 
| — 8 
Bu r 


Tue Nature of primary and ſecondary Advances 
Pay be beſt explained by an Illuſtration of both in the 
ime Trade. Suppoſe A. by Trade a Shoemaker : He 
uys his Leather of the Tanner and Currier, and pays 
them the King's Duty, with their Advances upon it: 
hie charges this Duty, with the Addition of their Ad- 
ances, and a new one of his own, upon the Shoes he 

M 2 | ſells. 
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„ 
Bur though the Gentleman con- 
cerned pays 401. per Annum 
for the Duties and their Conſe- >20 o 
quences, yet the Original Duty 
to the King was no more than 
Deduct therefore one third at — "I 
for collecting 13 4 


Remains clear to the Government 13 6 | 


I n AVE here allowed one third for colle&- 
ing: and whoever conſiders the vaſt Expenc 
| | which 


ſells. This is the Nature of all primary Advances, l 
they multiplied ever ſo often. The Intereſt of the Ms 
ney ſo paid and uſed in Trade, as Matters now ſtand, 
make it neceſſary that they ſhould be. 

Bur this is not all: for A. finds that B. C. D. E. I 
G. &c. That is, The Butchers, Brewers, Bakers, Fa. 
mers, Cheeſemongers, Chandlers, Grocers, Clothicr, 
Taylors, and in ſhort, all the Fradeſmen whom he deil 
with, do likewiſe charge him with their reſpefive Al. 
vances. Therefore, as he has no Reſource but whaths 
Occupation brings in, he charges his Shoes, as it wen 
again, with a ſecondary Advance, in order to anſwer thei 
Demands. Thus the Affair goes round, they charging 
him, and he them; till the Original Price of each one, 


Commodities is increaſed to a prodigious imaginary Jalu 
It is thereſore no longer to be wondered at, IL hat a Pai 
of Shoes, which doth not pay four Pence Duty to tit 
King, is yet enhanced @ Shilling, or more in the Pic, 
ſince the Duty laid upon Leather, and other the like Ne 
ceſlaries of Life. —Whereas no ſuch thing can happe 
— the Nature of the Scheme here recomment 


ed: All Neceſſaries of Life, being Duty-free, and with 
aut Advances of any kind. 
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ch the Government is at, eſpecially in the 
belt and Cuſtoms, will be apt to conclude, that 
have not allowed enough. As there is a 
EDraw-back upon all Salt exported, and Salt for 
hc Uſe of the Fiſheries; therefore it is neceſ- 
ry to have Salt Officers in all the Ports and 
Creeks of the Kingdom, to prevent Frauds and 
Impoſitions upon this Account. An amazing 
WExpence which this amounts to. And as to 
We Cuſtoms; there is not one Port in ten 
Wexcept the Ports of London, Briſtol, Liverpool, 
mthampton, Hull, Newcaſtle, Lynn, Leith, and 
Wlaſcow) which enter Merchandize enough 
Wo defray the Expences of their own Officers. 
What a Difference is this, in compariſon ta 


 * Wi: Scheme ropoſed ! In that, as it is propoſ- 
— ed, that 2 Perſon ſhall be obliged to come 


nd enter, and pay the Money without any 
Warther Expence, three Pence in the Pound 
Vould be full ſufficient for the Salary of the 
Receiver and his Clerk: In this, Six Shillings 
md Eight Pence will ſcarcely fatisfy for the 
ollecting of Twenty Shillings, even by com- 
puting all upon an Average. So that though 
ie Subject, with all his Oeconomy, pays an- 
ually Forty Pounds, the King receives but 


hat hi 
t were 
r ther 
arging 
1 ones 


„e third of it, vis. Thirteen Pounds Six Shil- 
' beg and Eight Pence: Whereas in the other 
; Price aſe, the Subject would pay but Twenty One 


ke Ne Found Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence, tho' 


e appeared in a much gayer Scene of Life. 
ind yet the Government would receive, clear 


happen 
1men& 


id with 
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of all Charges, Twenty One Pounds Tue 
Shillings, which is upwards of one third more, 
What then would it have been, had they 4:4 
hved in the fame Degree of Gazety and Pr;. 
fuſeneſs ? 

Soc a Scheme thereſore as here propoſed, 
one would think, ſhould recommend itſel. 
For all Perſons in the Nation would find 
their Account in it at the long run, if they 
could have the Patience to look forward, and 
were not ſo contracted in their Views, as to be 
chained down to the preſent Advantage of pri 
vate Intereſt, But what has been already 
mentioned, is only one Good Conſequence, out 
of a multitude of others which would attend 
it. For as it would render all things cheaper, 
it would neceſſarily increaſe our Foreign Trade, 
enrich our Country, employ our Poor, increaſe 
the Stock of Inhabitants, raiſe the real Value 
of all our Lands and Commodities, and de- 
preſs the preſent 7magimary and facliticus one: 
As there would be no Duty upon Import» 
tion, it would invite more Perſons to engage 
in Trade; and prevent the very Poſſibility d 
Smuggling: As all Ports would be open, eres 
Part of the Kingdom would have a fair and iſe: 
equal Chance; and the Sun-ſhine of Com- 
merce and Plenty would be diffuſed equally i 
throughout: Above all, It would be attended no 
with two excellent Conſequences, which de-: Nei 
ſerve to be more particularly noted, as we hatt 
little of the Kind now exiſting. For i, 

Wou 
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v vould be a moſt excellent ſumptuary Law, to 
re, N e a Check to the Luxury and Extravagance 
tb WS the Age. The higbeſt Article which a Man 
ers giving the had to all the reſt, would 


nake it his immediate Intereſt, to go as Low 
poſſible : So that he would find himſelf un- 
er a continual Monitor to forego his Pleaſures, 


nd n he could better afford to pay for them. 

ey is aſpiring Vanity would be checked by the 
nd 2 That he is to pay the more for 
de eery other ſucceeding Article in Conſequence 
pr. N 1 firſt, Secondly, It would be a Tax, 
ady WWhich no Man could complain of, as it would 


e his own voluntary Act and Deed, to rate 
limſelf in this or that Claſs, and to appear ei- 


per, rer in an higher or a lower Station of Life. 

ade, Bur alas! after all, what can we expect 
cate om ſuch a World as this ? The Scheme 
alue WiWcfore Us is of too enlarged and noble a Na- 


ure, to be rightly comprehended and truly 
liſhed by narrow and contracted Minds. 
claſhes with the preſent Intereſt of too 
many Perſons, to be likely to ſucceed. And 
am afraid, I may apply to this Author, the 
ords I heard in a Caſe not very difterent 
om it: Sir, This is all right; But it will 
ever do : It is TOO HONEST. 

Howeve R, there is a Satisfaction in offer- 
g things right and bonef? to Publick Conſi- 
ration whether they are accepted, or not. 
tis a laudable Paſſion to be willing to do 
he moſt extenſive Good, And there are not 
many 


_ 
ty 0) 
every 
r and 
Com- 
jually 
ended 
h de- 
have 
f, ; 
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many Men, though many may be honeſt wi 
upright in their private Capacity, who tin 
themſelves concerned to be active and ind 
fatigable in promoting the Welfare of th 
Community. The Caſe with the Selfiſh ani 
Deſigning is quite the reverſe: They are e 
vigilant and induſtrious in defeating cven 
Meaſure, which is not calculated for their om 
private Advantage, to the Detriment of othen 
Their Craft is endangered by ſuch a Syſtem: 
And therefore they always cry it down, a 
are zealous in oppoſing it. 

Tus it is, That in moſt Conteſts, wher 
the Publick Good is concerned, a few kw 
viſh and diſhoneſt Perſons are an Over-matc 
by their Zeal and Activity for greater Num- 
bers, who are more negligent and indifterent 
Every generous and diſintereſted Propoſal n: 
turally alarms all thoſe, who prey upon tix 
Public. But let the Event be what! 
will, an honeſt Man, who doth his Duty, 
enjoys that Satisfaction which they are Strar 


gers to. 
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